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Administrative Reports 


SECRETARY’S REPORT 


ecAn Open Letter to -Alembers 


ments in 1931-32: 
The completion of the million- 
dollar campaign, and 

The adoption of “A Program for the 
American Library Association.” 

The first is important because it was an 
essential step toward the stabilization of 
the Association’s income for general pur- 
poses at a figure comparable to that of 
recent years, and because it gave a re- 
markable demonstration of the widespread 
interest of members in the larger aspects 
of the library movement. The program is 
significant because it is the result of a 
careful appraisal by many groups and indi- 
viduals of present and proposed activities 
and because it presents a more balanced 
and flexible plan of activity than the 
A. L. A. has previously had. 

When the Carnegie Corporation re- 
ceived word after the New Haven con- 
ference that the Association had increased 
its income by $50,000, it authorized its 
president “to notify the Association that 
the Committee [the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Corporation] as a first step will 
be glad to receive from the Association a 
statement of a program upon which the 
Corporation may base its consideration of 
further grants for the general purposes 
of the Association.” As a preliminary to 
the preparation of this program, a sum- 


: were two notable achieve- 
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mary of present activities and of those 
proposed for the future, by sections, com- 
mittees, and individuals, was prepared 
and published in the October, 1931, Bul- 
letin for the criticism of members. When 
the Executive Board met in November to 
begin the actual drafting of a program 
statement, it had at hand: 


The comments of many members; 

Specific proposals from several impor- 
tant groups; 

The Report of informal conferences on 
library interests, published by the Car- 
negie Corporation; 

The report of the Committee on 
A. L. A. Activities, published in the De- 
cember, 1930, Bulletin; 

The minutes of previous Executive 
Board meetings devoted to the discussion 
of projects and activities. 


The program as adopted and published 
in the February, 1932, Bulletin is the re- 
sult of a careful appraisal of all these 
documents and may be said to represent 
to a very large extent a consensus of the 
opinions and the judgments of the mem- 
bers of the Association. 

There have been other notable events 
during the year, such as the inauguration 
of a study in coéperative cataloging; the 
completion of the List of foreign govern- 
ment serials; the appointment of a joint 
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committee with the Social Science Re- 
search Council for a study of the public 
administration aspects of library service; 
advancement by several steps toward the 
adoption of a plan of retiring annuities 
for librarians; the expansion and improve- 
ment of the Bulletin of the American 
Library Association, made possible by in- 
creased dues; and the taking of prelimi- 
nary action looking toward the assump- 
tion by the A. L. A. of its responsibility 
for research. 

The ensuing paragraphs follow the out- 
line of “A Program for the American 
Library Association,” so that the reader 
may measure for himself the distance al- 
ready traveled along the path charted for 
the Association by the Council and Execu- 
tive Board. 


1. IMPROVEMENT OF LIBRARY SERVICE 
‘THROUGH THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE PERSONNEL 


a. Education for Librarianship 


The Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship has voted full accreditation to two 
new schools and has reaccredited one; has 
considered the financial needs of many in- 
stitutions and has recommended grants by 
the Carnegie Corporation to a few; has 
continued its codperation with founda- 
tions, agencies, and organizations inter- 
ested in education for librarianship; has 
given information and advisory service to 
scores of institutions and to individuals 
asking advice on personal problems of 
training; and has not missed the op- 
portunity which it frequently had to 
discourage the establishment of schools 
by institutions not adequately equipped 
or financed, or in locations where there 
seemed to be no need for a school. It has 
held a meeting of library school directors 


and representative librarians to discuss 
education for librarianship in relation to 
the demands of the profession; it has con- 
sidered the supply and demand for pro- 
fessionally trained librarians in the light 
of present unemployment; it has prepared 
a tentative revision of the minimum stand- 
ards; mimeographed a summary by states 
of certification requirements for _ lj- 
brarians ; published the report of a survey 
of library training agencies in the south; 
and mimeographed for distribution in- 
formation about scholarships, fellowships, 
and loan funds available to students of 
library science. It is now attempting, in 
the light of comments and experience, to 
appraise its activities with a view to the 
preparation of a statement concerning the 
Association’s functions in relation to edu- 
cation for librarianship and a concrete 
program for the next few years. The re- 
port of the board, printed elsewhere in 
this Bulletin, invites the comments of 
members of the Association. 


b. Scholarships and Fellowships 


The sum of $20,500 will be available 
for scholarships and fellowships for the 
school year 1932-33. The Dutton Fel- 
lowship of $1,000, available through the 
generosity of John Macrae, for study of 
library work with children will be 
awarded by the Committee on Library 
Work with Children as was done last 
year. A grant of $19,500 has been made 
availzble by the Carnegie Corporation, 
$15,000 for students from the United 
States and $4,500 for students from 
Canada. The administration of this fund 
will be in the hands of the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Scholarships and Fellowships, 
of which Harrison W. Craver is chair- 
man. During the past year the Associa- 
tion has handled the funds for some other 
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fellowships, though it was not responsible 
for making the awards. 


c. Personnel and Placement 


The Personnel Division reports during 
1931 an increase of 23 per cent in the 
number of registrants and a decrease of 
37 per cent in the number of positions to 
be filled. The requests for librarians 
came from 38 states, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and 3 foreign countries. Data on 
over 3,000 librarians were added to the 
files, so that the division now has infor- 
mation on approximately 17,000 mem- 
bers of the profession. The division was 
consulted by many American librarians 
in regard to positions in Europe, Asia, 
South America, and the United States 
possessions and by colleagues from for- 
eign countries about placement in Ameri- 
can libraries and exchange positions. 
Personnel data were collected about indi- 
viduals interested in scholarships and 
about foreign students who have attended 
American library schools on scholarships 
and fellowships. A preliminary investi- 
gation was made of unemployment among 
library school graduates and among the 
registrants of the division. Budget and 
salary cuts in libraries were noted and 
tabulated. Many questions about per- 
sonnel matters, such as hours of work, va- 
cations, leaves of absence, and salaries, 
were answered. 


d. Salaries 


The Salaries Committee, with the 
assistance of the Personnel Division at 
A. L. A. Headquarters, has prepared for 
publication in the A. L. A. Bulletin 
salary statistics of university and college 
libraries; small college libraries; teachers 
college and normal school libraries; junior 
and senior high school libraries; public 


libraries in cities divided into four groups 
according to population: 5,000 to 20,000; 
25,000 to 70,000; 75,000 to 199,000; 
and more than 200,000. The libraries 
furnishing salary statistics for the last 
three groups of public libraries were asked 
to furnish data on salary schedules and 
schemes of service in effect in their li- 
braries. These will be published with the 
eight regular salary statistics tabulations 
in the June, 1932, Bulletin. The com- 
mittee, officers and staff of the Association 
have endeavored to assist and encourage 
librarians and library trustees to maintain 
reasonable salary schedules during the de- 
pression. 


e. Retirement and Annvities 


This subject is receiving unusual atten- 
tion. A general plan presented by the 
Committee on Annuities and Pensions was 
approved in principle by the Council in 
December, 1931. Representatives of the 
committee and the headquarters staff have 
recently been in consultation with experts. 
Two or three promising proposals have 
been made by insurance companies. It is 
reasonable to hope that within a year or 
two some plan will have been agreed upon 
which will enable any library employee 
to participate in a group annuity, and 
which will encourage libraries as institu- 
tions to contribute an amount equal to 
that contributed by the employee. 


2. RESEARCH, STUDIES, SURVEYS, AND 
SPECIAL PROJECTS 


The program says: “An Association 
which is worthy to represent a profession 
will be continually interested in the ad- 
vancement of professional knowledge 
through original research and through 
studies and surveys which bring into use- 
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ful form facts not easily available and 
therefore not generally known.” It pro- 
poses that a contingent fund of $15,000 
be appropriated out of general funds, 
when the anticipated endowment has been 
received, for temporary and exploratory 
investigations in this field, and for bibli- 
ographies, indexes, and union lists. The 
Executive Board has appointed a com- 
mittee of twelve, Sydney B. Mitchell, 
chairman, to propose a form of organiza- 
tion and to report at New Orleans in 
April, or at Chicago in December. The 
board believes that the Association might 
well have a permanent committee on re- 
search and special projects which would 
consider proposals submitted, recommend 
the financing of some on a preliminary 
basis and of some on a more extensive 
basis, pass on suggestions to the graduate 
library schools, and in other ways foster 
and develop interest and activity in re- 
search. 


a. Research and Statistical Bureau 


Such a bureau has been indorsed by the 
Council and Executive Board and is the 
subject of consideration by a special com- 
mittee. It is generally agreed that the 
assembling of statistics and other factual 
material needed by its members is one of 
the most elemental services an association 
can render. In time the bureau ought 
probably to be self-supporting, through 
special subscriptions or through institu- 
tional membership dues, but in the be- 
ginning it may require and justify a 
subvention—perhaps from the above 
mentioned contingent fund. 


b. Special Studies 


Under the joint committee of the 
A. L. A. and the American Association 
for Adult Education several studies of 


reading habits are being made. Progress 
in one of these studies was marked this 
year by the publication of What people 
want to read about, by Waples and Tyler, 
published by the University of Chicago 
Press and the A. L. A. A study now be- 
ing made by Dean Gray, of the different 
levels of reading ability of readers and 
of reading difficulty of published material, 
should be an important contribution to 
the work of publishers, librarians, and 
others interested in adult reading. On the 
recommendation of the Library Extension 
Board, the A. L. A. and the Social Science 
Research Council have appointed a joint 
committee to study the public administra- 
tion of public library service in state, 
county, and city, but the project has not 
yet been financed. A Committee on Li- 
brary Terminology, Susan Grey Akers, 
chairman, has been appointed to continue 
the studies begun by the Board of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship. Many impor- 
tant studies are being made by committees 
of the Association and of its sections, most 
of which would make better progress if 
funds could be provided. In the article in 
the October Bulletin on ‘Present and 
Suggested A. L. A. Activities,” many 
other proposed studies were mentioned. A 
grant of $5,000 from the Carnegie Cor- 
poration, for the study of the grading of 
children’s books by the Winnetka Public 
Schools, in coéperation with a subcom- 
mittee of the A. L. A. Committee on 
Library Work with Children, was paid 
through the A. L. A. in 1931. A similar 
grant will be made in 1932. 


c. Experiments and Demonstrations 


Regional library experiments in Ver- 
mont and British Columbia and county 
library demonstrations in the south have 
been carried on with the codperation, 
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though not under the supervision, of the 
Association. Other proposals in this field 
were noted in the October Bulletin. 


d. Surveys 


A survey of Canadian libraries by a 
committee of Canadian librarians has been 
completed, and a detailed report is being 
written. 


3. COOPERATIVE SERVICES, INCLUDING 
PUBLICATIONS, CATALOGING, AND 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 


a,b,c. Publications 


In its publishing capacity the Associa- 
tion is the agent for bringing into 
existence professional tools needed by li- 
brarians. Nearly every item in the Asso- 
ciation’s list of publications represents the 
voluntary service of one or more people 
and the helpful, not to say essential, par- 
ticipation of many purchasers. Though 
royalties are paid in some cases they rarely 
equal the actual cost to authors and com- 
pilers in time spent in the preparation of 
their manuscripts. This form of work- 
ing together for the good of all resulted 
in the issue of 45 new publications, in 
editions ranging from a few hundred to 
many thousands—a total of more than 
820,000 pieces—from May 1, 1931, to 
February 1, 1932. These figures do not 
include reprints or periodicals. Some of 
the more important items were: What 
people want to read about, by Waples 
and Tyler; List of books for college li- 
braries, by Shaw; Books for junior col- 
leges, by Hester; Prison library hand- 
book; and School Library Yearbook, No. 
4. Important books now under way are: 
4. L. A. catalog, 1926-1931, by Marion 
Horton; Buying list for small libraries; 
Italian books for American libraries, by 


May M. Sweet; Periodicals for the small 
library, by Frank K. Walter; and several 
yearbooks. Other important publications 
are in prospect, or are hoped for, as re- 
ported by the Editorial Committee else- 
where in this Bulletin. 

Receipts from sales and a rigid restric- 
tion of expenditures were sufficient in 
1931 to reduce a deficit from more than 
$7,400 on January 1 to less than $40 on 
December 31. This was partly due to 
unusually large collections in the early 
months of 1931 following large sales late 
in 1930. Reduced library incomes are be- 
ginning to show in orders; but these are 
balanced to some extent by orders from 
new customers, especially schools. 


Subscription Books Bulletin 


The Subscription Books Bulletin is now 
in its third year and, though it does not 
grow in grace—from the standpoint of 
some publishers—it does grow steadily in 
the regard of many librarians. It now has 
2,434 subscribers. This periodical is the 
organ of a voluntary committee, headed 
by May Wood Wigginton of Denver. 


Booklist 


Every effort has been made during the 
past year and is continually being made 
to achieve an early listing of books in the 
Booklist. Much has been accomplished in 
this direction, and undoubtedly more will 
be. The Booklist is essentially a codpera- 
tive undertaking by reason of the con- 
tinued assistance of librarians, publishers, 
the Library of Congress Card Division, 
the Office for D. C. Numbers on L. C. 
Cards, and compilers of lists. During the 
past year, from April, 1931, through 
March, 1932, eighteen special lists and 
seven foreign lists were contributed to the 
Booklist by members of the A. L. A. 
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Thirteen of the special lists represented 
work of various A. L. A. committees. The 
value of all this voluntary work is readily 
apparent and is much appreciated by 
Looklist subscribers. 

The staff feels an added responsibility 
for covering the book output of these lean 
years wisely in order that the Booklist 
may be a useful reference tool in the 
future when libraries, with more adequate 
book budgets than are now available, turn 
to it to choose books which will fill the 
gaps resulting from depleted funds. A 
more detailed account of the year’s work 
will be found elsewhere in this Bulletin. 
The average circulation for the last six 
months of 1931 was 7,038, as compared 
with a circulation of 6,667 for the latter 
half of 1930. 


d. Bibliographies, Indexes, Union Lists 


With the aid of a final grant of $5,000 
from the Rockefeller Foundation, James 
T. Gerould and his associates have com- 
pleted the List of foreign government 
serials for publication by the H. W. Wil- 
son Company. That company has also 
published within the year a supplement to 
the Union list of serials, prepared with 
the advice of the Association, given 
through Harry M. Lydenberg and his 
associates of the Union List of Serials 
Committee. In May, 1931, the Mac- 
millan Company published a Guide to his- 
torical literature, the result of twelve 
years of work by a joint committee of the 
American Historical Association and the 
A. L. A. Dr. A. H. Shearer and Dr. 
H. H. B. Meyer were the A. L. A. mem- 
bers of the committee. It is hoped that 
other undertakings in this field, desired 
especially by the Committee on Bibliog- 
raphy and other members of the college 
and reference group, may be undertaken 
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from time to time with the aid of Asso- 
ciation funds or with funds obtained by 
the Association for the purpose. 


e. Cooperative Cataloging 


A study of the possibilities of codpera- 
tion in the cataloging of books for which 
printed cards are not now available is be- 
ing made under the able leadership of 
Keyes D. Metcalf, chairman of a special 
committee, with a grant of $13,500 from 
the General Education Board. The plac- 
ing of Decimal Classification numbers on 
Library of Congress cards will continue 
for one more year with funds provided by 
subscriptions from libraries, solicited by 
the Cataloging Committee. The possibil- 
ity of continuing the work after those 
funds are exhausted is now being studied 
by the librarian of Congress and repre- 
sentatives of the Association. 


4. INFORMATION AND ADvIsoRy SERVICES 


a. Public Libraries—Library Extension 


The Library Extension Board reports 
that the need for library service in com- 
munities still without it has been felt more 
keenly than ever during the past year 
when people are turning their thoughts to 
serious matters; that requests for informa- 
tion and advice on library establishment 
have increased—with a view to doing 
preliminary work rather than securing 
immediate appropriations; and that na- 
tional, regional, and state educational and 
social agencies are working more effec- 
tively for library extension and develop- 
ment than in other years. The board has 
distributed through state library extension 
agencies information and_ suggestions 
about library opportunities and problems 
during the depression and in other ways 
has worked closely with such agencies and 
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with the League of Library Commissions. 
It has served in an advisory capacity to 
the Vermont regional library experiment 
and the Rosenwald county demonstrations 
in the south and has codperated in a sur- 
vey of the library needs and possibilities 
of the southern Appalachian highlands. 
Two new publications, The superintend- 
ent makes a discovery, by Lucile F. Fargo, 
and Wanted—readers in North Carolina, 
have been especially popular with persons 
outside the library profession. Events of 
recent months have given further evidence 
of the importance of strong state agencies 
for library leadership and for supple- 
mental book distribution; and of the op- 
portunity which exists now, in codperation 
with all agencies interested in the im- 
provement of country life, to create a pub- 
lic sentiment for the establishment and 
improvement of libraries as soon as tax 
levies or appropriations for new enter- 
prises become feasible. The board will 
continue to study and clarify its objec- 
tives and will welcome suggestions from 
members of the A. L. A. Its report is 
printed elsewhere in this Bulletin. 


Adult Education 


The Board on the Library and Adult 
Education believes that the library, dur- 
ing these years of depression, has an un- 
usual “opportunity to influence the think- 
ing of people who heretofore have hardly 
come under the influence of the library.” 
It has therefore gathered together and 
disseminated material on how libraries 
are meeting the increased demands and 
has codperated in the preparation of book 
lists “for thinking America.” Radio pro- 
grams of unusual educational value have 
been brought to the attention of librarians 
and the board has codperated in the prepa- 
ration and distribution of reading lists and 


study outlines for listeners. “Books for 
the Extension Student,” a report of a 
joint committee of the board and the Na- 
tional University Extension Association, 
was published in the October, 1931, 
Bulletin. Parent education, as intensively 
promoted by the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, has for a second 
year received attention. So also has 
alumni education, especially in the matter 
of reading courses and reading lists. A 
new Subcommittee on Readable Books 
has been appointed. The report on Adult 
Education is printed elsewhere in this 
Bulletin. 

The new program provides for a 
gradual merging of library extension and 
adult education, so far as the headquar- 
ters staff is concerned, in a department 
of information and advisory service on 
public libraries. 


b. College Libraries 


A College Library Advisory Board, 
with Donald B. Gilchrist as chairman, has 
been appointed by the Executive Board. 
To it has been referred for such revision 
as may be necessary a plan for a depart- 
ment on college library information and 
advisory service, prepared by the officers 
of the College and Reference Section and 
the Executive Board. When the project 
is completed, it will presumably be sub- 
mitted to the Council for approval. It is 
hoped that funds will be available for this 
new activity in 1933 or 1934. 


c. Library Work with Children and 
Youth in and out of School 


The Executive Board has appointed a 
temporary committee to make recommen- 
dations concerning the organization of a 
board or committee which will serve in 
an advisory capacity to the proposed staff 
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member who is to give information and 
advisory assistance on the various subjects 
comprehended in this field. The chairman 
of the temporary committee is Grace D. 
Rose, an administrator. The other mem- 
bers are: Anne Carroll Moore and Mary 
S. Wilkinson, children’s librarians; and 
Mabel Williams and Eleanor M. Wit- 
mer, representing school librarians. In 
proposing the combination of two broad 
fields in a headquarters department, it is 
not to be assumed that the Executive 
Board expects to find one person to head 
the proposed activity who will know as 
much as the best children’s librarians 
know about their field, or as much as the 
best school librarians know about theirs. 
It does hope, however, that someone may 
be found who understands the underlying 
problems of all groups, who will know 
how to get the advice of the people who 
know most, and who will have a states- 
manlike attitude toward all the questions 
involved. It is hoped that the standing 
committee or board recommended by the 
temporary committee will adequately 
represent the various interests. Funds are 
expected to be available for this activity 
in 1933 or 1934. A plan for broadcasting 
a daily radio program for children, to be 
sponsored by the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education and the 
A. L. A., has been prepared by the Com- 
mittee on Library Radio Broadcasting 
and approved by the Executive Board. 
The financing of this project is now being 
considered by one of the foundations. 


d. The Professional Library 


The professional library receives new 
emphasis in the Association’s program. 
Although it now comprises several thou- 
sand volumes, reports, bulletins, and 
pamphlets, and is called upon for infor- 
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mation about every aspect of library work, 
it must be still further developed if it is 
to serve as an adequate source of informa- 
tion on all library interests. This devel- 
opment must take place not only in the 
extension of the collection, but also and 
especially in the strengthening of the li- 
brary staff. 


5. MEMBERSHIP, ORGANIZATIONAL, AND 
INTERNATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


a. Membership and Organizational Ac- 
tivities—Membership and Conference 


On February 1, 1932, there were 15,- 
240 members. Ten years ago there were 
5,684 and five years ago, 10,056. The 
total addition in 1931 was 3,375, a record 
made possible by the willing codperation 
of hundreds of members with the Mem- 
bership Committee and the headquarters 
department. Greater attention to services 
for individual members and to improving 
the Bulletin has no doubt assisted in 
reclaiming lapsed memberships and in 
making new friends. The department 
distributed the election ballots and checked 
returns against membership records; con- 
ducted a referendum on biennial confer- 
ences; prepared the directories in the 
Handbook and in the Yearbooks; edited 
the advance attendance register and con- 
ducted (with assistance from New Haven 
librarians) the registration for the largest 
library conference on record; assisted in 
general preparations for the annual and 
midwinter conferences; prepared a 
monthly article for the Wilson Bulletin; 
and compiled mailing lists of libraries 
(chiefly institutional members) for sev- 
eral important publications distributed 
free by other organizations. The head- 
quarters staff was represented at fourteen 
state meetings during the fall of 1931. 
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The head of the Membership Depart- 
ment at headquarters is looked on as the 
personal representative of the individual 
members of the Association. The Pro- 
gram Committee called a meeting in 
December of all those responsible for 
annual conference programs, with a view 
to attaining greater unity in conference 
arrangements and to increasing the oppor- 
tunities for informal discussions. 


The Bulletin 


The Association recognizes the right 
of every member to receive prompt re- 
ports on work contemplated and done by 
its officers, committees, and staff. ‘The 
Bulletin has been the medium for such 
communications for twenty-five years, 
but in recent years, at least, it has been 
wholly inadequate. How it could be en- 
abled or made to keep pace with the ex- 
panding interests of the profession and 
the corresponding growth in Association 
activities has been the subject of much 
thought and discussion by the Publicity 
and Membership committees and the 
headquarters staff during the past year 
or two. The vote of the Association to 
increase the membership dues made it 
possible to begin in January publication 
of an expanded Bulletin in a new format. 
Many of the papers delivered at the an- 
nual and midwinter conferences will now 
be made available to all members in the 
news numbers. ‘The plan also contem- 
plates occasional articles by official repre- 
sentatives of the Association about the 
work of its officers, boards, committees, 
sections, and staff; and brief professional 
communications to the Association. Its 
scope does not include general articles on 
library matters unrelated to the Associa- 
tion. An assistant for part of the year is 
relieving the editor of most of her pub- 


licity duties to enable her to give more 
time to the Bulletin. As soon as possible 
the editorship of the Bulletin will be made 
a full-time position. The changes which 
have been and are being made are experi- 
mental. The editor will welcome the 
criticisms of members. 


Publicity 


The publicity staff has secured or pre- 
pared and placed for publication in fifteen 
or more general and educational peri- 
odicals articles on hospital libraries, school 
and college libraries, youth and vocational 
guidance, libraries and curriculum con- 
struction, Children’s Book Week, the 
Rapidan School library collection, library 
services to homemakers, opportunities for 
women as librarians, publicity methods in 
libraries, and libraries and the depression. 
Notes and articles on A. L. A. activities 
or other matters of professional interest 
were supplied throughout the year to 
national and state library periodicals. Ar- 
ticles on the A. L. A. and on library prog- 
ress in 1931 were written for several 
yearbooks. Newspaper publicity, secured 
chiefly in relation to the annual and mid- 
winter conferences, has been generous. 
‘Ten newspapers and press services covered 
the New Haven conference. Articles on 
library service during the depression have 
received notice both in news and editorial 
columns. 

A list of publicity material and posters 
has been made available for distribution 
to libraries upon request. An article on 
the purchase of subscription books was 
secured for distribution to fifty chambers 
of commerce at the request of the Com- 
munity Service Organization. Eleven 
films receiving the approval of the Sub- 
committee on Motion Picture Previews 
have received publicity. Correspondence 











202 


shows a variety of publicity requests which 
have been filled by the department. Pre- 
conference articles and a conference pub- 
licity folder were prepared last year and 
are in prospect for the New Orleans con- 
ference. Twenty-seven pieces of printing 
were handled, exclusive of the Bulletin, 
Handbook, and Proceedings. 


Special Membership 


On New Year’s Day, 1931, the Execu- 
tive Board in session, facing a serious 
financial situation, sent out an appeal to 
A. L. A. members to secure 200 sustaining 
members at $100 a year—or the equiva- 
lent in other memberships—to prevent 
drastic curtailment of the Association’s 
essential services and to qualify for a 
million-dollar endowment fund. The re- 
sponse by A. L. A. members and friends, 
in the face of most adverse economic con- 
ditions, sent the special membership en- 
rollment swiftly upward. At the opening 
of the A. L. A. conference in June, the 
sum of $3,300, or the equivalent of 33 
sustaining memberships, was still lacking. 
Telegrams were dispatched to out-of-town 
friends of the A. L. A. telling how near 
the goal was, and subscriptions began to 
come in. At the third general session, a 
report of the situation was read by Mr. 
Lydenberg for the Executive Board; Dr. 
M. L. Raney came to the platform with a 
plea to finish the task at once; telegrams 
from distant subscribers were read by 
George B. Utley, chairman of the Special 
Membership Committee; and volunteer 
subscriptions from the floor carried the 
fund to completion. Regular memberships 
played an important part in completing 
the fund; in fact, they made the culmina- 
tion possible before the 200 sustaining 
memberships needed had been secured. 
Some special memberships have been lost 
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during the past year through death and 
the depression. The important task now 
is to maintain the special membership at 
the 1931 figure, to keep faith with the 
prospective donor of the endowment fund 
and to avoid losing the ground gained by 
the extraordinary efforts of A. L. A. mem- 
bers in 1931. 


b. International Activities 


The Association was represented at the 
annual meeting of the International Com- 
mittee of the International Federation of 
Library Associations at Cheltenham, 
England, in August, by William Warner 
Bishop and Louis R. Wilson. Dr. Bishop 
was elected president of the federation 
and of the committee. The same members 
represented the A. L. A. at the meeting 
of the Library Association of Great 
Britain, held at that time. Reports on 
these meetings were made in the October, 
1931, Bulletin. 

Fellowship grants for library study in 
the United States were made by the Car- 
negie Endowment to Dr. Jorge Basadre, 
librarian of San Marcos University 
Library, Lima, Peru, and Wu Kwan- 
Tsing, of the University of Nanking 
Library. A traveling fellowship was pro- 
vided from the same source for Caspar 
Tuysizian, librarian of Roberts College, 
Constantinople. Many applications for 
fellowships or exchange come annually 
from librarians in foreign countries. Dr. 
Stephen P. Duggan, director of the In- 
ternational Institute of Education, kindly 
consented to interest himself in matters 
pertaining to library relations with Latin 
American countries during his visit of 
several months to those countries during 
the past year. His report includes infor- 
mation which will be useful to the Asso- 
ciation and to his own organization in the 
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further development of international re- 
lations with our nearest neighbors. The 
Association is particularly fortunate in 
having the continued interest, and a very 
considerable proportion of the time, of 
Dr. Bishop as chairman of the Committee 
on International Relations and of John T. 
Vance as chairman of the Committee on 
Library Codperation with Latin America. 





Finances 


A summary statement is given in the 
A. L. A. program in the February Bulletin 
(esp. sections a, b, and c, pp. 60-61, and 
table, p. 62). Expenditures for 1931, 
divided according to the program, are 
shown below. (See also “Financial Re- 
ports, 1931” on p. 289 of this Bulletin.) 
The budgets for certain activities must be 
considerably reduced for 1932, chiefly be- 
cause of the discontinuance of the annual 
grant from the Carnegie Corporation and 
because the million-dollar endowment is 
not yet available. Increased income from 
members’ dues makes less serious the re- 
duction of income from other sources. 


Three Ex-Presidents 


During the past year the Association 
has suffered the loss by death of Melvil 
Dewey, founder, ex-president, and most 
distinguished member, and of two other 
ex-presidents, Walter L. Brown and 


Charles F. D. Belden, whose influence 
had been felt not only in their local com- 
munities but throughout the whole library 
profession. 


The Staff 


The death of Sarah C. N. Bogle, 
assistant secretary of the Association and 
secretary of the Board of Education for 
Librarianship, is a personal loss to the 
hundreds of members to whom she was 
friend and counselor. Her enthusiasm for 
library service, her faith in librarianship, 
and her personal interest in every library 
worker meant much to the profession 
while she lived and will continue to influ- 
ence the lives of thousands of us who re- 
member our association with her. 

Francis K. W. Drury, executive assist- 
ant to the Board on the Library and Adult 
Education, accepted the librarianship of 
the Carnegie Library at Nashville, Octo- 
ber 1, 1931. Mrs. Frances Clarke Sayers 
served as acting executive assistant for 
several weeks. David J. Haykin, in 
charge of the project for placing Decimal 
Classification numbers on Library of Con- 
gress cards, resigned December 31, 1931, 
to accept a position as chief of the Docu- 
ments Division of the Library of Con- 
gress. Paul North Rice, librarian of the 
Dayton Public Library, obtained a leave 
of absence which has permitted him to 
serve as executive assistant and field 


1931 EXPENDITURES IN THE FIVE MAIN DIVISIONS OF THE PROGRAM 
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ee) 


5,350.87 
- 143,684.92 
57,586.30 
64,226.87 


ee | 


s\ennvilastlaibintads ncdienitin vicdindilalaaa aan $307,790.88 











204 


worker for the Committee on Codperative 
Cataloging. Winifred Gregory has con- 
tinued her work for the Committee on a 
List of Foreign Government Serials and 
is now assisting also the Committee on 
Codperative Cataloging. 


The Volunteers 


If an adequate report on the work of 
the Association which is done by volunteer 
librarians is ever made it will show a 
record of disinterested public service 
which will compare favorably with that 
of any other professional group. Scores 
of members are continually serving as un- 
paid advisers in special subjects, and many 
others are engaged in special studies or in 
the preparation of manuscripts for publi- 
cation. In addition, there are the officers 
of the Association and of its various sec- 


FINANCIAL 


The income of the A. L. A. for 1931, 
including cash balances on January 1, was 
$351,051.29; disbursements, $307,790.88 ; 
leaving a cash balance January 1, 1932, 
of $43,260.41. The income can be classi- 
fied, according to source, in three broad 
divisions. Some of the revenue is inflex- 
ible and must be spent in accordance with 
the express wishes of the donors. Some is 
partly flexible, and some entirely fluid. 

The activities of the Association, there- 
fore, fall into similar divisions: special 
projects, self-supporting activities, and ac- 
tivities supported from general funds. 
The accompanying chart shows the three 
groups of income and expenditures for 
1931. More than $100,000 (Section A) 
was received for special projects. About 
$160,000 (Section B) came through 
Booklist, memberships, and publishing, 
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tions; the members of the Executive 
Board, Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship, Board on the Library and Adult 
Education, Library Extension Board, and 
Editorial Committee ; and others who give 
much time to A. L. A. official business and 
major activities. For individuals this 
amounts each year to perhaps a week as a 
minimum, up to at least a month in other 
cases and to something approaching one- 
third or one-half time in the case of the 
President of the Association. A wide dis- 
tribution of responsibility and work is 
traditional with the A. L. A. The result 
is that much of the most important work 
of the Association has always been, and 
continues to be, done by volunteers. To 
all of these volunteers, the thanks of the 
Association are due. 

Cari H. Miva, Secretary 


STATEMENT 


while $90,000 (Section C), the fluid in- 
come, came from special memberships, 
general endowment income, and a grant 
for general purposes. The cash balance 
carried over into 1932 belongs to the in- 
flexible income group and must be used 
for the completion of special projects. 

Disbursements for 1932 will be approx- 
imately as follows: 


SEER TE Te $ 75,500 
Self-supporting activities.......... 174,500 

Activities supported from general 
SE SD ba cadacescciun dace Paae 73,000 
$323,000 


The fluid income for 1932 is estimated 
at $17,000 less than for 1931. 


R. E. Doo.ey, 
Disbursing Officer 
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SOURCE OF INCOME 


Grants and gifts for special 
purposes 

Pledge payments 

Special endowments 


Booklist subscriptions 
Advertising 
Sale of review copies 


Membership dues, regular 
Conference income 


Sale of publications 


Special memberships 
General endowment income 
Grant for general purposes 


A 


1931 INCOME AND EXPENSE 
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INCOME EXPENSE 


BUDGETS 


Special Projects 


Foreign Government Serials 

Books for the Blind 

Regional Field Work in the 
South 

Canadian Library Confer- 
ences 

Coéperative Cataloging 

International Library Coép- 
eration 

Scholarships and Fellow- 
ships 

D. C. Numbers on L. C. 
Cards 

Winnetka Study 


Self-supporting Activities 


Booklist 
Membership and Confer- 
ence 


Publishing 


Activities Supported from 


General Funds 


Adult Education and the 
Library 

Education for Librarianship 

Library Extension 

A. L. A. Headquarters 

Special Membership and 
Endowment 











IN APPRECIATION 


HE Board of Education for Librarianship 

expresses its deep sense of loss in the death 
of Sarah C. N. Bogle. From the beginning of its 
activities until her death, as secretary, she gave 
to it her vision, her wise judgment, her enthusi- 
asm. She visualized the place of the work of this 
board in the professional advancement of libra- 
rianship. She brought to the consideration of its 
problems her intimate know edge of men and 
affairs and won for it the understanding and 
appreciation of other educational and profes- 
sional groups. 

Her relations with members of the board were 
stimulating and enriching. Association with 
her was a rare privilege and the memory of her 
warm friendship will long be treasured. 
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OBJECTIVES AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
IN PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 


Eighth Annual ‘Report of the Board of Education 
for Librarianship 


For Ten Months Ending ‘fanuary 31, 1932 


ECOGNITION by the Council 
R and Executive Board of the 
American Library Association of 

the importance of education for librarian- 
ship as a means for improving library 
service through the improvement of 
personnel has led the Board of Education 
for Librarianship to review its own fields 
and activities. The board has in prepara- 
tion a statement of its functions and a 
concrete program for the next few years. 
In the meantime it is asking itself ques- 
tions which are equally the concern of 
library schools and other groups interested 
in the improvement of the personnel of 


the library profession. Some of these 
questions are: 


1. What can and should a professional 
association do to advance its personnel 
through training? 

2. What are the main functions of the 
board—Research and study? Accredita- 
tion (involving standards) ? Information 
and advisory service ? 

3. Should the American Library Asso- 
ciation through the board discontinue 
accreditation of the library training agen- 


cies? Should it set up a new basis of 
accreditation ? 
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4. To what extent should the board 
take part in the establishment and devel- 
opment of library training agencies? 

5. Are there ways of enabling more 
members of the Association to participate 
in the work now carried by the board 
members? 

6. Does the charter of the board (Bul- 
letin of the American Library Association, 
1926, p. 412) define adequately its fields 
and functions? 

7. What objectives and activities 
should receive most particular attention 
during the next few years? 

Consideration of some of these ques- 
tions has caused the board to review the 
following functions: 


Research and Study 


It is probably a primary duty of each 
of the major boards and committees of 
the Association, and particularly of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship, to 
be continually interested in the advance- 
ment of professional knowledge through 
original research and through service 
studies. Problems which might appropri- 
ately be studied by this board are before 
it in embarrassing numbers. The follow- 
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ing are examples, some of which are dis- 
cussed in greater detail in other parts of 
this report: 

a. Survey of summer sessions. In 1931 
ninety-one summer courses were offered 
with an enrollment of 4,242. 

b. Study of supply and demand. This 
problem has become acute in view of the 
economic depression and the unemploy- 
ment among librarians. 

c. Study of library school graduates 
with a view to determining, if possible, 
the extent to which library school training 
formed the basis for such success as they 
have achieved. 

d. Study of the changing needs of the 
library profession. 

e. Study of training in service for sub- 
professional positions in libraries. 

f. Study of training classes. 


Recruiting 


A board which is concerned with the 
improvement of the profession through 
training must necessarily be interested in 
the kind of men and women who are 
attracted to the training agencies. There 
are some who say that if the Association 
could recruit two or three hundred men 
and women of outstanding administrative 
ability and scholarship to the library pro- 
fession within the next few years, it could 
safely leave to them and to our present 
competent librarians the solution of many 
problems, whether of training or of admin- 
istration. Should the board urge immedi- 
ate and major attention to recruiting men 
and women of educational attainment, 
well qualified for library work, and to 
providing them with an opportunity to 
prepare for library work in a professional 
school which would subordinate elemen- 
tary routine and techniques to major li- 
brary problems? 
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Establishment and Improvement 
of Training Agencies 


This function might include encourage- 
ment of the establishment or development 
of additional opportunities for graduate 
study in library administration or other 
specialties and in research. It might 
include at the other extreme the encour- 
agement of the development of agencies 
for the training of a _ sub-professional 
library staff. Without question, it would 
include consideration of the interests of 
those schools which train the great major- 
ity of professional library workers. The 
board should concern itself with improve- 
ment of financing, provision of adequate 
resources and facilities for all types of 
agencies. 


Improvement of Teaching 


The need for improvement in teaching 
in library schools received major emphasis 
in the reports of the Informal Confer- 
ences on Library Interests called by the 
Carnegie Corporation and has also been 
discussed by a member and former chair- 
man of the board, who says, “The way 
in which it [demand for adequately 
trained teachers] is met will profoundly 
affect the future of American librarian- 
ship, as the quality of the product of the 
schools will be determined largely by the 
ability of the instructors.”* 

Library schools must be more ade- 
quately financed if they are to hold their 
best teachers and attract to their faculties 
other potentially good teachers now other- 
wise engaged. More fellowships and more 
generous fellowships might enable many 
a good teacher to become a better one 
because of the opportunity given for addi- 

*Wilson, Louis R., Aspects of education for li- 


brarianship in America. Library Quarterly, January, 
1932; Library Association Record, November, 1931. 
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tional study. The chief matter for con- 
cern is, however, that nowhere is offered 
a scholarly, stimulating, pedagogically 
sound curriculum directed toward the 
need here discussed. The board might 
also concern itself with the content of the 
curriculum offered in various types of 
schools and with the adaptation of mate- 
rial to particular levels of training. 


Experimental School for School Librarians 


For several years a few people have 
hoped that there might be established such 
a school, perhaps in connection with a 
school of education in a state university, 
the preparation of the curriculum to be 
preceded by a thorough analysis of school 
library work. Frequent check-ups would 
be needed from year to year, and at the 
end of perhaps a five-year period a report 
made on the extent to which and the ways 
in which it had been found possible to 
train school librarians for their work and 
responsibilities. 


Accreditation 


By its charter the board has been 
charged with the duty of preparing stand- 
ards for library training agencies and of 
accrediting these agencies in accordance 
with these standards with the expectation 
that such accreditation would lead to an 
improvement in library training and to a 
recognition of what constitutes a well 
trained librarian. Should accreditation 
continue as a major function of the 
board ? 

These and similar problems are pre- 
sented fer the serious consideration of the 
library school faculties and other mem- 
bers of the Association concerned with the 
improvement of library service through a 
competently trained personnel. Their sug- 
gestions will be welcomed by the board as 


it outlines its objectives and prepares a 
program of work. 

In its deliberations the board has had 
before it the Report of informal confer- 
ences on library interests, published by the 
Carnegie Corporation, including the re- 
port of the subcommittee on the relations 
of the Carnegie Corporation to education 
for librarianship and the building up of 
the library profession; “‘Aspects of Edu- 
cation for Librarianship in America,” by 
Louis R. Wilson, in the Library Quar- 
terly, for January, 1932; and the A.L.A. 
Activities Committee report in the Bulle- 
tin of the American Library Association 
for December, 1930. 


PROGRESS AND DEVELOPMENT 


Relation of Education for Librarianship 
to Demands of the Profession 


A group composed of library school 
directors and librarians representing a 
wide range of interests was invited by the 
board to discuss this subject during the 
New Haven conference of the A.L.A., 
June, 1931. The need was recognized for 
greater emphasis upon the preparation of 
library administrators, and of librarians 
for service in college and university libra- 
ries, rural library service, and positions 
requiring some knowledge of special sub- 
jects. The creation of new types of library 
positions in recent years—notably the 
readers’ adviser and the state or city super- 
visor of school libraries—has stimulated 
the demand for training of at least an 
introductory nature in many special fields 
of library service. On the other hand, the 
mastery of fundamentals basic to all forms 
of library service must be regarded as a 
chief objective of the first year of profes- 
sional training, and the proper relation of 
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general and specialized instruction pre- 
sents innumerable problems in the de- 
velopment of a rounded program of 
professional education. 


Supply and Demand for Professionally 
Trained Librarians 


Unemployment of librarians and the 
relation of supply to demand have for 
many months been considered by the 
Board of Education for Librarianship and 
have received special attention during 
recent months from the Council and 
Executive Board of the American Library 
Association and the Association of Ameri- 
can Library Schools. At its meetings on 


January 22 and 23, 1932, the board passed 
the following resolution: 


Recent studies show that there is a seri- 
ous amount of unemployment among expe- 
rienced librarians, and that considerable 
numbers of the recent graduates of library 
schools are still without positions. 


The Board of Education for Librarian- 
ship of the American Library Association 
therefore recommends: 


1. That library schools be encouraged to 
reduce the size of their classes through a 
more rigid scrutiny of applicants, both as 
to scholarship and personality. 


2. That, in general, the establishment of 
new agencies for educating librarians, es- 
pecially the multiplication of summer 
courses, are matters demanding at this time 
the most careful consideration and scrutiny. 

3. That the attention of employers of 
librarians be called to the opportunity which 
exists because of present unusual conditions, 
to raise professional requirements for li- 
brary positions, and to discriminate more 
accurately among various types of creden- 
tials offered, before making appointments. 


4. That library school faculties and li- 
brarians generally take the opportunity 
afforded by the present situation to discover 
among the larger number of young people 
now available for consideration those few 
who show marked personal qualifications 


and promise, and to encourage them to pre. 
pare adequately for librarianship. 


Summer Courses in Librarianship 


The rapid increase in summer courses 
since 1925 is a matter of record and com- 
ment by the board. In 1925, twenty-five 
institutions were known to give library 
courses in summer sessions; in 1931, there 
were ninety-six. The enrollment of 4,242 
in ninety-one sessions in 1931 showed an 
increase of 1,230 over the enrollment of 
sixty-nine institutions in 1930, and in 
addition five ingtitutes enrolled 315 libra- 
rians. 

In view of its inability to keep fully 
informed about summer sessions, the 
board is omitting from this report the list 
of summer courses formerly accredited 
under Type III (“Summer courses in 
library science for which credit is given 
toward the completion of an academic 
curriculum”) and Type IV (“Summer 
courses in library science designed to pre- 
pare librarians for small libraries and 
assistants for medium sized libraries”). 
The present list (p. 218) includes, there- 
fore, the summer sessions accredited under 
Type I (“Summer courses in library sci- 
ence for which credit is given by an accred- 
ited library school toward the completion 
of its professional curriculum”) and Type 
II (“Summer courses in library science 
for which credit is given by an institution 
other than an accredited library school 
toward a certificate for the completion of 
work equivalent to the professional cur- 
riculum in an accredited library school”). 

The board deprecates the present offer- 
ing of much summer instruction with 
scanty equipment, inadequate facilities and 
poorly prepared teachers. In an effort to 
arrive at some conclusion on the problems 
and results of summer training, a meeting 
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is planned in connection with the New 
Orleans conference of the American 
Library Association in April, 1932, for a 
discussion of the situation. No section has 
contributed so largely to the increase in 
summer courses as has the south and it is 
believed that the experience of those who 
have conducted these sessions should be of 
value from a general point of view. 


Encouragement of Miscellaneous 
Types of Training 


The board reaffirms its interest and 
belief in instruction in library science 
through summer schools, training classes 
and training-in-service. It regrets that 
insuficient and recently diminished funds 
have made it impossible to make much 
needed studies in these and related fields 
and visits looking toward accreditation; 
it looks forward to active progress in these 
matters as soon as funds are available. 


Revision of Minimum Standards 


The board presented a report of prog- 
ress to the Council of the American 
Library Association at New Haven, June, 
1931, and at its meetings on January 22 
and 23, 1932, agreed upon a revision of a 
tentative draft to be presented to the 
Council at the New Orleans conference. 


Certification 


A summary by states of certification re- 
quirements for librarians, issued in mimeo- 
graphed form in July, 1931, has proved 
useful to state library associations and to 
regional and state certifying agencies. In 
conjunction with the resolution on federal 
aid to libraries adopted by the Council of 
the American Library Association at New 
Haven, 1931, the board presented and the 
Council adopted the following resolution 
on certification : 


Resolved, That each state be urged to 
promote legislation authorizing the proper 
agencies to set standards for the certifica- 
tion of librarians, with the provision that 
such certification shall not affect librarians 
in service. 


Library Terminology 


The collection of terms by the group 
of librarians who worked with the board 
during the past two years, proved the de- 
sirability of a general committee in the 
Association which would represent a 
variety of library interests. Upon recom- 
mendation of the board, the Salaries Com- 
mittee and the Library Administration 
Committee, therefore, the Executive 
Board appointed a Committee on Library 
Terminology under the chairmanship of 
Susan Grey Akers. All material collected 
under the sponsorship of the board has 
been made available to the new commit- 
tee. 


Southern Survey 


The study of the library school situa- 
tion in southern states, more fully noted 
in the Seventh Annual Report of the 
board and issued in mimeographed form in 
1930, has been printed through the gen- 
erosity of the Carnegie Corporation. 


Scholarships, Fellowships, and 
Loan Funds 


As in former years, the board has sought 
new sources of aid for students of library 
science, but owing to the general economic 
condition few additional funds are avail- 
able, and many of the organizations have 
changed materially the conditions of 
award. A complete list and description 
of the funds available has, therefore, not 
been included in this report as in previous 
years, but full information will be sup- 
plied upon request to the board. 
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Through the generosity of the Carnegie 
Corporation, a sum has been set aside for 
scholarships and fellowships for the use of 
American and Canadian students in li- 
brary science in 1932-33. At the request 
of the corporation, the fund will be ad- 
ministered by the American Library As- 
sociation, and for this purpose a special 
committee has been appointed by the Exec- 
utive Board under the chairmanship of 
Harrison W, Craver. 


New Library Schools 


The fall of 1931 marked the opening of 
five new library schools: (1) at the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina, a graduate 
school offering opportunity for specializa- 
tion in the work of college and university 
libraries, school and public libraries for 
the southeast; (2) at the University of 
Denver, a senior undergraduate library 
school, which will serve particularly the 
Rocky Mountain region; (3) at Louisiana 
State University, a graduate school estab- 
lished to meet demands for training in the 
central south and southeast; (4) at Our 
Lady of the Lake College, San Antonio, 
a senior undergraduate library school 
which will train Sisters for service in 
parochial schools and other school libra- 
rians of the immediate region; (5) at the 
College of William and Mary, a school 
which will give instruction for school li- 
brarians chiefly in Virginia. 


THE Work OF THE BoarpD 


Organization 


For the year 1931-32, James I. Wyer 
was elected chairman, succeeding Louis 
R. Wilson. Joseph L. Wheeler, librarian 
of the Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more, was appointed by the Executive 
Board for the period 1931-36 to succeed 


Harrison W. Craver, the retiring member, 
The death of Sarah C. N. Bogle, secretary 
of the board, on January 11, 1932, is re. 
corded with utmost regret. Anita M. 
Hostetter has been elected secretary, 

The activities of the ten months covered 
by this report were conditioned by a 
budget that provided less than has ever 
before been at the disposal of the 
board, particularly for work outside the 
headquarters office. In common with all 
departments of the A. L. A., the board 
undertook to operate in 1931 on a budget 
which in its original form was less than in 
previous years and which was further re- 
duced by approximately 5 per cent. The 
board believes that this statement is due, 
particularly in explanation of its inability 
to carry out the plan of studying summer 
sessions in 1931 and to accede to the re- 
quests of institutions for visits of accredi- 
tation or advice. 


Accreditation of Library Schools 


Since the publication of its last report 
the board has granted full accreditation 
to: 

University of Tennessee—sixteen semes- 
ter hour curriculum for the training of 
school librarians. 

New York State College for Teachers, 
Albany—junior undergraduate _ library 
school for the training of school librarians. 

George Peabody College for Teachers 
—first-year curriculum as a senior under- 
graduate library school for the training of 
school librarians. 

The several curricula of the School of 
Library Science, Western Reserve Uni- 
versity have been reaccredited as follows: 

First-year curricula in general training 
for library service and library work for 
children—senior undergraduate _ library 
school. 
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Curricula in school library work and 
advanced training in library work for 
children—graduate library school. 

The board is deeply conscious of the dis- 
advantages to the library schools and their 
students that result from enforced delay 
in visits for accreditation, and regrets that 
in 1931 all inspection of schools was finan- 
cially impossible after the early months of 
the year. 


Grants to Library Schools 


It has again been the privilege of the 
board to recommend to the Carnegie 
Corporation the distribution of funds to 
library schools for use in 1932-33. As in 
former years the policy of the board has 
been to aid established schools until they 
can become self-sustaining, to encourage 
the establishment of new schools where 
needed, and to support special institutes. 


Codperation with Other Organizations 


Codperation has continued with educa- 
tional foundations, associations and or- 
ganizations; with vocational guidance 
associations and workers; with state and 
municipal departments of public instruc- 
tion; with certifying agencies; and with 
other professional and educational groups. 
Information and assistance has been given 
in connection with the preparation of 
standards for libraries and _ training 
agencies, of certification requirements, of 
publications on various aspects of educa- 
tion for librarianship and of material used 
in surveys. 

Mr. Wilson was appointed by the Exec- 
utive Board as delegate of the American 
Library Association to the meeting of the 
Library Association of Great Britain held 
in September, 1931, where he presented a 
paper on “Aspects of Education for Li- 
brarianship in America.” 





Information and Advisory Service 


Much time is devoted by the head- 
quarters staff to answering the questions 
and requests (1) of individuals who seek 
information about librarianship and its 
opportunities, (2) of vocational advisers, 
both in colleges and high schools, who 
wish to investigate opportunities in library 
work in comparison with other vocations, 
and (3) of institutions which turn to the 
board for advice and assistance on in- 
numerable aspects of education for this 
profession. Requests from all these groups 
have increased during the year; the num- 
ber of persons in the first group average 
more than one hundred a month. 

In former reports the board has de- 
scribed its function as a source of advice 
and information on questions of profes- 
sional training. It has called attention to 
the necessity of discouraging weak institu- 
tions which should not attempt to offer 
professional courses; of encouraging the 
establishment or development of schools in 
localities where library service is un- 
developed or practically non-existant and 
where the need is definitely felt ; of relating 
the courses offered by an institution to the 
known conditions and demands of the ter- 
ritory it serves; and of insisting upon 
proper financial support of courses in li- 
brarianship regardless of the level of 
training. The experience of the year has 
strengthened the conviction of the board 
that activity in these directions is essential 
to the general improvement of education 
for librarianship. 

There is a tendency in some states, 
notably Kentucky and Pennsylvania, to 
determine in conference the solution of 
problems concerned with the training of 
librarians within the state. The board has 
urged such conferences on many occasions 
and believes that codperative, impersonal 
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appraisal of needs and conditions of train- 
ing by the library interests of any state, if 
well directed and as mindful of whole- 
some professional standards as of local 
needs, can be an effective means of reduc- 
ing the number of sporadic agencies that 
now present a serious problem. State con- 
ferences are attended by representatives of 
institutions interested in offering profes- 
sional library courses, of the state library 
extension agencies, and of the state library 
association and they correlate effort with- 
in a state to meet justifiable demands both 
current and anticipated without creating 
an oversupply of persons trained for 
service in a limited library field and geo- 
graphical area. 


Publicity 
The work of the board has been re- 


viewed in several articles: 
Wilson, Louis R., “The Board of Edu- 


cation for Librarianship.” Bulletin of the 
American Library Association, January, 
1931. 


“Aspects of Education for Lj- 
brarianship in America.” Library Quar- 
terly, January, 1932; Library Association 
Record, November, 1931. 


Bogle, Sarah, C. N., “Trends and Tend- 
encies in Education for Librarianship.” Lj- 
brary Journal, December 15, 1931. 

An article on “Unemployment among 
Librarians,” by James I. Wyer, also ap- 
peared in the Bulletin of the American 
Library Association, January, 1932, and 
Library Journal, February 1, 1932. 


James I. Wyer, Chairman 
Haro.p F. BrigHAM 
JenNiE M. FLEXNER 
JosepH L. WHEELER 
Louis R. Wi1Lson 

AniTa M. Hostetter, 


Executive Assistant 








APPENDIX 
ACCREDITED LIBRARY SCHOOLS, 1931-32, WITH DATES OF ESTABLISHMENT 


These schools have been accredited by the Board of Education for Librarianship as 
conforming at least to the Minimum Standards for library schools, adopted by the 
Council of the American Library Association, as published in the Second annual report 
of the Board of Education for Librarianship (1926), pages 49-58. They vary, how- 
ever, in requirements for admission, special curricula, degrees granted, etc. Informa- 
tion on these points can be obtained by application to the directors of the individual 
schools. 

The schools are listed alphabetically, according to the short form of name in com- 


mon usage, as indicated by italics. The same form of name has also been adopted for 
the statistical table (p. 216). 


Albany New York State College for Teachers, Library School (1926)*t 
California University of California, School of Librarianship (1919) + 
Columbia Columbia University, School of Library Service (1887) ¢ 
Drexel Drexel Institute, School of Library Science (1892) ¢ 

Emory Emory University, Library School (1905) ¢§ 

Emporia Kansas State Teachers College, Library School (1928) {\||7 
Greensboro North Carolina College for Women, Department of Library 


Science (1928) *t 
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Hampton Hampton Institute, Library School (colored) (1925)4% 

Illinois University of Illinois, Library School (1893) ¢ 

Los Angeles Los Angeles Public Library, Library School (1914)* 

McGill McGill University, Library School (1927) 

Michigan University of Michigan, Department of Library Science (1926) t 

New Jersey New Jersey College for Women, Library School (1927)4 

Oklahoma University of Oklahoma, School of Library Science (1929) {|| 

Peabody George Peabody College for Teachers, Library Science Depart- 
ment (1928) 4%t 

Pittsburgh Carnegie Institute of Technology, Carnegie Library School 
(1901) 4 

Pratt Pratt Institute, School of Library Science (1890) ** 

St. Catherine College of St. Catherine, Library School (1929)4 

St. Louis St. Louis Public Library, St. Louis Library School (1917)* 

Simmons Simmons College, School of Library Science (1902) 


One-year program for college graduatest 
Four-year program? 


Syracuse Syracuse University, School of Library Science (1908) 4 
Tennessee University of Tennessee, Department of Library Science (1928) tt 
Washington University of Washington, Library School (1911)4 


Western Reserve Western Reserve University, School of Library Science (1904) 
General program and program in library service for children? 
Programs in high school library work and advanced training 
in library service for childrent 
Wisconsin University of Wisconsin, Library School (1906) * 





*Junior undergraduate library school. 

+ For the training of school librarians. 

$Graduate library school. : 

§ Atlanta Library School affiliated with Emory University, 1925. Under control of Emory University beginning 
September, 1930. 

| Provisionally accredited. 

{ Senior undergraduate library school. 

** Accredited, unclassified, but with high and acceptable standards. 

tt Sixteen-hour curriculum for the training of schoo! librarians. 
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ACCREDITED SUMMER CourRSES IN LiBRARY SCIENCE 


The Board of Education for Librarianship recognizes that many of the summer 
courses formerly accredited under Type III and Type IV have changed in content and 
purpose or have been discontinued. Insufficient and recently diminished funds have made 
it impossible to keep fully informed regarding these and other summer sessions jin 
librarianship. The list of accredited summer courses therefore includes only those 
courses accredited under Type I and Type II. 


Type I. “Summer courses in library science for which credit is given by an accredited 
library school toward the completion of its professional curriculum.”* 

Columbia University, School of Library Service 

University of Illinois, Library School 

University of Michigan, Department of Library Science 

George Peabody College for Teachers, Library Science Department 

Simmons College, School of Library Science 


Type Il. “Summer courses in library science for which credit is given by an institu- 
tion other than an accredited library school toward a certificate for the completion of 
work equivalent to the professional curriculum in an accredited library school.”’* Note: 
Accreditation for this type of summer session may not be given until the complete course 
has been offered. 


New Jersey Public Library Commission Summer School} 


* Minimum Standards for summer courses in library science published in the Second annual report of the 
Board of Education for Librarianship (1926), pages 60-64. 
t Not held in 1932, 
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Sixth Annual Report of the 
Board on the Library and Adult Education 


For Ten Months Ending “fanuary 31, 1932 


HE opportunities of the American 

Library Association to be useful to 

libraries in the field of adult edu- 
cation appear to fall into two groups: (1) 
immediate timely service to libraries, and 
(2) study of the more fundamental 
questions underlying effective educational 
service by libraries. 


IMMEDIATE TIMELY SERVICE TO 
LIBRARIES 


Codperation in the preparation and dis- 
tribution of reading and study lists on 
radio educational programs is one of the 
immediate opportunities. Several new and 
highly important series of broadcasts are 
about to be launched. If the A.L.A. 
could assign one person full time to the 
task of codperating with committees and 
lecturers in the preparation of usable lists 
and could arrange for advance distribu- 
tion of such lists to all interested library 
agencies, it would no doubt simplify the 
work of librarians. This is typical of 
what the A.L.A. should probably do as 
an intermediary between the libraries of 
the country on the one hand, and the 
sponsors of national and regional pro- 
grams in adult education on the other. In 
this group of activities one would also in- 
clude the assembling and dissemination of 


information about adult education enter- 
prises in libraries and elsewhere. 


Stupy OF FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS 


As the result of the initiative of this 
board, there was established some years 
ago a joint committee of the A.L.A. and 
the American Association for Adult Edu- 
cation for the study of reading habits, 
which has resulted in bringing to bear on 
this problem the advice of such distin- 
guished men as Edward L. Thorndike, 
Henry Suzzallo, and William S. Gray, in 
addition to librarians. Two notable pub- 
lications have resulted and other studies 
are under way. The board has recently 
appointed a Subcommittee on Readable 
Books. It has issued during the past year 
a report on library coéperation with uni- 
versity extension students, which is the 
result of three years’ study by a joint com- 
mittee of the board and the National Uni- 
versity Extension Association. It has 
created an advisory committee on alumni 
education, which is now giving special 
attention to the relation of the college li- 
brary to alumni education. It is now at- 
tempting to answer, in codperation with 
the Library Extension Board, the question 
of what is an ideal set-up for state-wide 
book service in connection with a state- 
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wide program in adult education. It 
has, from the beginning of its existence, 
concerned itself with the problem of in- 
creasing the effectiveness of the library’s 
service to the individual reader and stu- 
dent. In recent months, it has given par- 
ticular attention to the ways in which the 
library could increase its usefulness in pro- 
moting intelligent thinking during the de- 
pression. This type of work must certainly 
be one of the major functions of a profes- 
sional organization concerned with the 
advancement of libraries and librarianship. 

As this report is being written, the 
board is forced to consider, because of a 
greatly reduced income, to which of the 
activities it will give its immediate at- 
tention. The following account of activi- 
ties of the past ten months show how the 
board and its staff have used their time 
and resources over that period. 





Rapio In ADULT EDUCATION 

There are at present two broadcasts on 
a nation-wide chain on which the an- 
nouncer regularly includes a statement 
approximating the following: ‘““These and 
other books on these topics may be ob- 
tained at your public library.” This brief 
statement has been attained at an expendi- 
ture of much effort and time, and is the 
result of fine codperation between the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Radio in Edu- 
cation and the National League of 
Women Voters with the American Li- 
brary Association. For the past four years 
a list of books has been compiled by the 
professional assistant on topics broadcast 
by the National League of Women 
Voters. These lists are printed as part of 
the program announcements, are read 
aloud as a part of the broadcast, and are 
distributed by the Adult Education De- 
partment to four hundred libraries. 
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The most distinguished educational 
broadcasts inaugurated during the year are 
the series on economics and psychology 
sponsored by the National Advisory Coun. 
cil on Radio in Education. Committees 
of outstanding psychologists and econo- 
mists planned the broadcasts and selected 
the speakers. In addition, they compiled 
bibliographies for further reading, which 
were published as an important part of 
the study and discussion aids prepared to 
accompany these broadcasts: The listen- 
er’s notebook, for the psychology series, 
and Reading guides for the series on eco- 
nomics. Some of the books listed in these 
bibliographies have been too advanced for 
the general reader, too erudite and 
limited in appeal to be included in the 
general collections of libraries. This criti- 
cism from many library sources was passed 
on to the council, and has been considered 
by the bibliographers in the compilation of 
subsequent lists. 

The Adult Education Department 
checked these lists for full bibliographic 
information at the request of the National 
Advisory Council on Radio in Education. 
Because the University of Chicago Press 
publishes these notebooks for the National 
Council, the Adult Education Depart- 
ment has been able to work closely with 
Donald Bean, director of the press, with- 
out loss of time. 

The possibilities of the educational 
broadcasts as an incentive to serious read- 
ing have hardly been tapped by libraries. 
The Adult Education Department, in co- 
operation with Luther L. Dickerson, 
chairman of the A.L.A. Committee on 
Library Radio Broadcasting and a mem- 
ber of this board, has made an effort to 
keep libraries informed about this series, 
and to suggest to them ways of using this 
material. A series of letters has been sent 
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out for this purpose. A special printing of 
the Reading guide No. 1, for the eco- 
nomics lectures, was distributed by the 
American Library Association to 2,500 
libraries as a method of introducing the 
series to them. 

“More than 90,000 pieces of litera- 
ture have been distributed in connection 
with the first ten broadcasts of this series,” 
reports Mr. Bean (January, 1932). The 
response which this program’ has oc- 
casioned will no doubt lead to an exten- 
sion of the plan by the National Advisory 
Council on Radio in Education. It will, 
moreover, be instrumental in influencing 
similar broadcasts under other auspices. 
There is every indication that there will 
be an increased demand for good bibliog- 
raphies and reading lists in connection 
with radio broadcasting. The board is in 
a position to be asked for advice and aid 
in this work. Mr. Dickerson, in addition 
to being chairman of the A.L.A. com- 
mittee on radio broadcasting, is also chair- 
man of the National Advisory Council on 
Radio in Education Committee on Li- 
brary Codperation. All of these factors 
foretell an expanding program on the part 
of broadcasters, and an increasing inter- 
est on the part of libraries in programs 
which stimulate desirable reading. Mean- 
while, the board reiterates, in every way 
possible, its belief that librarians can best 
codperate with educational broadcasting 
by informing themselves as to what pro- 
grams of distinction are available, by 
bringing these programs to the attention 
of their public, and by suggesting reading, 
or supplying the previously suggested 
reading, which will make listening-in an 
educational process. 


PARENT EDUCATION 


The year 1931 was the second year of 


the codperative plan of the National Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers and the 
Adult Education Department in relation 
to the two-year demonstration project of 
the congress in various states. Alice 
Sowers succeeded Dr. Ada Hart Arlitt as 
field agent. She has conducted her group 
organization and study demonstration in 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Utah, Washing- 
ton, and Maryland, and is to visit also 
Arkansas, South Carolina, Mississippi, 
and Connecticut. The topic which has 
formed a basis of her demonstration has 
been Concerning Older Children. A.L.A. 
Headquarters has kept the state library 
agency informed of Miss Sowers’ itin- 
erary, of the books she includes in her 
discussion, and has urged that the state li- 
brarian ask local librarians to meet Miss 
Sowers and to call to the attention of local 
groups the extent to which local and state 
library facilities may help them. This 
plan of codperation has greatly forwarded 
the work of the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers, and the use of 
books in that connection. Dr. Arlitt, in 
a letter to Francis K. W. Drury, May, 
1931, says: 

I do not know how to thank your group 
for the codperation which I have had in all 
of the states, but I do wish to say that the 
work would not have been nearly so suc- 
cessful had it not been for the constant sup- 


port received from the libraries in the 
states. 


ALUMNI EpvuCATION 


The alumni program must be based upon 
the determination that the relationship be- 
tween the college and its alumni shall be 
primarily intellectual in character. It must 
be dominated by singleness of purpose and 
perfect sincerity; it must be built without 
hope of financial reward. In the traditional 
program the college library had no relation- 
ship to the alumni. If it is to be part of 
the new program, the purpose should be ex- 
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clusively educational, and not in the least 
promotional. .. . 

Many alumni have written to say that 
they utilize the lists we send in buying books 
and in getting them from the public li- 
braries. ... 

Several libraries have written to say that 
the alumni list is the most popular list 
which comes to their libraries. . . . 


These excerpts from the address of 
President Henry M. Wriston of Law- 
rence College, at the New Haven confer- 
ence of the American Library Association, 
indicate, in part, where the interest of 
every public library touches alumni edu- 
cation, and why this board has considered 
alumni education one of the most signifi- 
cant developments in the field of adult 
education and the library. 

During the past year, the Bureau of 
Alumni Relations, University of Michi- 
gan, published its Alumni reading lists. 
This volume is a distinctive contribution, 
representing “‘the best judgment of mem- 
bers of the different faculties of the Uni- 
versity.” The 150 lists were prepared by 
the Extension Service of the University 
Library in response to specific requests 
from individual alumni. 

The board has gathered together, 
through the staff at headquarters, infor- 
mation on all types of alumni education 
that is being offered by colleges and uni- 
versities throughout the country. A re- 
cent inquiry from the University of North 
Carolina, asking the Adult Education De- 
partment for a list of colleges giving a 
reading service to their alumni, revealed 
that there are forty-one schools which are 
attempting to reach their alumni in this 
way. 

The board’s advisory Codperating Com- 
mittee on Alumni Education has made a 
beginning in studying the relation of 
alumni education to the college library. 
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Alumni education is still a new idea, and 
one which needs the continued support 
and study of those who are interested jn 
helping alumni to continue the intellec- 
tual inspiration of college days. 


LIBRARIES IN TIME OF Depression 


Every department at headquarters has 
felt the repercussions of the depression as 
it is affecting libraries throughout the 
country. For this reason, it has seemed 
advisable for headquarters to correlate 
the work of the various departments in 
whatever activity it is undertaking in re- 
lation to the depression. A committee has 
been appointed, therefore, of which Julia 
Wright Merrill, of the Library Extension 
Board, has been made chairman. The act- 
ing executive assistant for the Board on 
the Library and Adult Education, as a 
member of that committee, has gathered 
together material on how libraries are 
meeting the increased demands of read- 
ers in these times. A collection of lists 
compiled by libraries on various subjects 
relating to the depression has been made 
at headquarters. Study outlines, lists, and 
pamphlets, and the various publications 
of other organizations which had a bear- 
ing on the subject, including those of the 
President’s Organization on Unemploy- 
ment Relief, were gathered up and ex- 
hibited at the Midwinter Meeting. The 
publication of the list, For thinking 
America, in connection with the joint 
efforts of the American Booksellers Asso- 
ciation and the National Association of 
Book Publishers, to call attention to books 
which discuss the depression, has been one 
of the results of the committee’s codpera- 
tive work. An article on “Serving Read- 
ers in Time of Depression,” was prepared 
for the January Bulletin, and 15,000 
copies of the article in the Wilson Bulle- 
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tin, “The Public Library and the Depres- 
sion,” have been distributed to national 
agencies, magazines, educational journals, 
newspapers, editorial writers, news syndi- 
cates, and to all members of the Presi- 
dent’s Organization on Unemployment 
Relief. This article has been the sub- 
ject of much editorial comment through- 
out the country. 


Books FOR EXTENSION STUDENTS 


The problem of book supply for the ex- 
tension student has been under the con- 
sideration of the board for some time. A 
joint committee, consisting of members of 
the A.L.A. Board on the Library and 
Adult Education and members of the Na- 
tional University Extension Association, 
was appointed to study this problem, ex- 
amine existing practices, and make 
recommendations. That report was 
brought to a conclusion during the year 
1931. It was published first in the adult 
education section of the Bulletin, the ex- 
pense being shared with the National Uni- 
versity Extension Association, and was 
later reprinted as a separate publication. 
The report was published “in the hope 
that it will be, for librarians and uni- 
versity extension workers, and perhaps 
others in adult education work, a practi- 
cal reminder of the ways in which they 
can cooperate in their common purpose of 
furthering the education of mature peo- 
ple.” 


PUBLICATIONS AND PROMOTIONAL 
ACTIVITIES 


Adult Education and the Library ap- 
peared as a section of the Bulletin in Jan- 
uary, April, July, and October. Among 
the leading articles were: “Helping Read- 
ers with a Purpose,” by John Chancellor; 


“An Ideal Program for the Education of 
Adult Prisoners,” by Mary Frankhauser ; 
and Dr. Ada Hart Arlitt’s address before 
the Adult Education Round Table at the 
New Haven conference, “The Libraries 
in Parent Education and Parent Teacher 
Associations.” “Books for Extension 
Students,” discussed elsewhere in this re- 
port, was printed as the leading article of 
the October issue. 

Mr. Drury, as executive assistant, was 
influential in having adult education 
given emphasis at several state meetings. 
He himself presented the subject at the 
state meetings of Iowa, Colorado and 
Wyoming, and Illinois. 


‘THEORY AND EXPERIMENTS IN ADULT 
EDUCATION 


Among the studies and investigations 
in which the board has been interested is 
the study by Douglas Waples and Ralph 
W. Tyler, What people want to read 
about, published jointly by the University 
of Chicago and the American Library As- 
sociation. This was begun by students at 
the University of Chicago Graduate Li- 
brary School under Dr. Waples’ direc- 
tion. It has been carried through by him 
with funds from various sources, on the 
recommendation of the A.L.A. Joint 
Committee with the American Association 
for Adult Education on the Study of the 
Development of Reading Habits. Mr. 
Drury, reviewing the book in the Bulle- 
tin of the American Library Association, 
says, “Librarians will do well to familiar- 
ize themselves with this new method of as- 
sessing demand, and to experiment with 
the Waples’ method among members of 
typical groups in their own communities.” 

A new and enlarged Subcommittee on 
Readable Books was appointed during the 
year in accordance with the recommenda- 
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tions of the board. The enlarged program 
for this committee is as follows: 


To consider the book needs of three main 
groups of limited education needing such 
books. These groups are: (1) foreign-born 
adults who are learning English; (2) native- 
born adults of limited education who have 
just learned to read; (3) all adult educa- 
tion classes who desire informal material 
relating to contemporary living problems at 
a simpler level than most books now avail- 
able in the field of the social studies and 
natural sciences. 


Under the chairmanship of Miriam D. 
Tompkins, of Emory University, the com- 
mittee is working in close codperation 
with Dean Gray, who is making inves- 
tigations along similar lines for the Amer- 
ican Association for Adult Education and 
the American Library Association. 

An interesting project in the realm of 
the theoretical which has engaged the at- 
tention of the board recently is the re- 
quest from Glenn H. Holloway, special 
representative, Institute of Industrial Re- 
search, Louisiana State University, for an 
“ideal set-up for state-wide book service 
in adult education.” Mr. Holloway, a 
business man, through his activity as a 
library trustee in Concordia Parish, 
Louisiana, has become interested in all 
adult education activity. He is now en- 
gaged in a proposed state-wide organiza- 
tion for adult education in Louisiana. 
The plan involves all adult education 
agencies in the state. Mr. Holloway 
asked the Board on the Library and Adult 
Education, with the codperation of the 
Library Extension Board, to draw up a 
plan, “supposing that the ideal plan were 
possible.” A tentative plan has _ been 
drawn up advocating a strong central li- 
brary agency, in which full responsibility 
for book distribution throughout the 
state is vested. After this tentative draft 
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has received the attention of both the 
Board on the Library and Adult Educa. 
tion and the Library Extension Board, jt 
will be sent to Essae M. Culver, execu- 
tive secretary of the Louisiana State Li. 
brary Commission, and to Mr. Holloway, 


READING CourRsEs 


Five new titles were added to the Read- 
ing with a Purpose series during the year 
1931. Two of them were published be- 
fore May 1, and so were included in the 
previous annual report. The three courses 
published since that time are: Evolution, 
by Sir J. Arthur Thomson ; Farm life: its 
problems and opportunities, by Clarence 
Poe; and Latin America, by James G. 
McDonald. Each of these courses in- 
cludes a study outline, based on the 
recommended books, which is designed to 
aid clubs and study groups in using the 
course for program material. 

The 1931 sales reflected the decrease 
in the publication schedule. The year's 
total sales were 43,619 copies, as com- 
pared with the 89,409 copies sold last 
year. The total number of reading 
courses sold through December 31, 1931, 
is 765,424 copies. 

Publicity for the courses is under the 
direction of the Publications Department. 
Seventeen news releases and publicity let- 
ters were sent out by that department. 
The Federation of Women’s Clubs in 
several states continues to use the Reading 
with a Purpose series as a reading plan, 
and to award certificates to members who 
complete the courses. This has been a 
constant source for publicity. 

The Library of Congress in adminis- 
tering the project, Books for the Blind, 
financed by the Pratt-Smoot Bill, is hav- 
ing each new course put into Braille as 
soon as it appears. Page proof is for- 








Qn 





~ 


the 


ar’s 


ast 
ing 
31, 


the 
nt. 
let- 
ent. 


jing 
lan, 
vho 
n a 


nis- 
ind, 
\av- 
> as 
for- 

















ADULT EDUCATION 225 


warded to Herman H. B. Meyer, direc- 
tor of the project, as soon as it comes 
from the press. One book from each 
course is also embossed. The authors of 
the courses are asked to recommend one 
book for embossing. ‘There are, to date, 
91 books in Braille which are a part of 
the Reading with a Purpose series, and 
all the courses are now available in 
Braille. 

The forthcoming course on Unemploy- 
ment is now in press.* An interesting ex- 
periment in the selection of books for in- 
clusion in this course was undertaken with 
a marked degree of success. The profes- 
sional assistant compiled a list of books 
on unemployment. A selected group of 
librarians and experts in the subject were 
asked to check that list, indicating their 
first choices, and to add other titles which 
seemed valuable to them. This question- 
naire was returned by more than 50 per 
cent of those questioned. The twelve 
books receiving the largest number of rec- 
ommendations were listed in the Novem- 
ber Booklist. The author of the reading 
course on Unemployment, Aaron Di- 
rector, joint author of the book receiving 
first place on the list, has included five 
books from this list as the recommended 
reading. This procedure might well be 
worked out for other reading courses. 


PERSONNEL 


Franklin F. Hopper succeeds Charles 
E. Rush as a member of the board for a 
five-year term expiring in 1936. 

Mr. Drury resigned October 1 to be- 
come librarian of the Carnegie Library of 
Nashville, Tennessee. Frances Clarke 
Sayers came to headquarters as acting ex- 
ecutive assistant on that date, with the 
understanding that she would remain un- 


* Published in February. 





til the first of the year. Her resignation 
takes effect February 1, 1932. 

The Subcommittee on Readable Books 
consists of: Miss Tompkins, chairman; 
John Chancellor, Annie P. Dingman, Ida 
F. Farrar, Emma Felsenthal, and Edna 
Phillips. 

Joint Committee on Codperation with 
the National University Extension Asso- 
ciation: W. S. Bittner and Mary B. 
Orvs, for the Extension Association; Mr. 
Dickerson and Mr. Drury, for the board. 

Joint Advisory Committee on Alumni 
Education: Charles H. Brown, chairman 
(resigned January 1, 1932); Milton J. 
Ferguson, Carleton B. Joeckel, Clarence 
B. Lester, William Mather Lewis, Wil- 
lard P. Lewis, Mr. Rush, Nell Unger, 
Louis R. Wilson, Mr. Wriston, all repre- 
senting the College and Reference Section ; 
and Matthew S. Dudgeon and Mr. 
Drury, from the board. 

In accordance with the action of the 
board recommending the formation of a 
continuing organization, with a chairman, 
to be responsible for adult education 
round table programs at the A.L.A. con- 
ferences, Mrs. Helen T. Steinbarger, 
readers’ adviser at the Mount Pleasant 
Branch of the Washington (D.C.) Pub- 
lic Library, has been asked to act as chair- 
man of the first continuing committee. 
Other committee members are Lucia 


Sanderson and C. W. Mason. 


CoNCLUSION 


In view of the necessity for budget cuts, 
and the critical time immediately ahead, 
the board drew up a statement at the Mid- 
winter Meeting, which was presented to 
the Executive Board for its consideration. 
That statement has significance for all 
librarians who are now meeting an in- 
creased program of adult education, 
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whether or not they designate it as such, 
because it indicates what lies ahead for 
adult education through the library. The 
concluding paragraphs of the report are 
taken from that statement: 


During the past few years, the Associa- 
tion has studied the library’s opportunities 
and functions in adult education, it has tried 
to re-vitalize the library spirit by studying 
and applying the philosophy of adult edu- 
cation, it has promoted coéperation with 
many types of adult education and organi- 
zations. In our thinking and in our prac- 
tices we have made a beginning, but hardly 
more than that. Laymen and educators 
have been going forward much faster in 
their thinking and in bringing about changes 
than was anticipated five years ago. The 
library profession, which is so vitally in- 
terested in and affected by every develop- 
ment in adult education, can at this time ill 
aftord to slow up its progress, or to fail 
to keep pace with other developments which 
were, to some extent, influenced in their ini- 
tial stage by library thinking and practices. 

There are now unlimited possibilities for 
service in adult education, because a special 
situation has developed, due to economic de- 
pression. The Association has been re- 
peatedly called upon to provide help in this 
period of economic and mental stress... . 
We can hardly surrender leadership at this 
time. . . . The American Library Associa- 
tion has a distinct moral obligation to adult 
education in this country, especially as it 
is expressed through the American Associa- 
tion for Adult Education. That Association 
gave greater recognition to libraries than 
any other educational group, and we can ill 
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afford to lessen materially our own contri- 
bution to adult education. .. . 

There are new fields for development in 
adult education which directly affect |j- 
braries, and it is reasonable to suppose that 
year by year others will be opened up. For 
example, there are several projects in edu- 
cation through radio which have specifically 
requested the support of libraries. . . . 

The emphasis in educational circles on 
alumni education offers possibilities which 
affect rather vitally not only college libraries 
but public libraries also. . . . 

A renewed importance has been given 
parent education through the White House 
Conference and its subsequent regional con- 
ferences. The many national organizations 
interested in the subject are looking to the 
A.L.A. for library coéperation. 

There will be in the next year or two 
little opportunity for libraries to enter new 
fields or to undertake new experiments, but 
there will be a great opportunity for li- 
braries to develop to the fullest their exist- 
ing service. Recent discussions of librarians 
in conference, indicate a consciousness of 
library opportunity to influence the thinking 
of people who heretofore have hardly come 
under the influence of the library. In this 
work adult education must take a large 
part, for if adult education means anything 
it means change, growth, and social adjust- 
ment. 

MattHew §S. DupcEon, Chairman 
LutHerR L. DicKERSON 
Marcery Doup 
Linpa A. EASTMAN 
FRANKLIN F. Hopper 
FRANCES CLARKE SAYERS, 
Acting Executive Assistant 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION IN A YEAR OF 
DEPRESSION 


Sixth Annual ‘Report of the Library Extension Board 


For Ten Months Ending ‘fanuary 31, 1932 


extension in a time of depression 

necessarily has a different empha- 
sis from that of normal times. Investment 
of effort looks toward a higher rate of in- 
terest in the future, rather than to im- 
mediate dividends. Effort must be made on 
the one hand to maintain as far as possible 
the present level of progress, and on the 
other to continue to build up an under- 
standing of modern library service, to 
pave the way for more rapid progress 
in the future. 

The need for clear thinking and study, 
not only of ways out of the present crisis, 
but of how to prevent its recurrence, has 
turned men’s minds to books and libra- 
ries, Existing libraries have been used as 
never before and the need for library serv- 
ice is being felt more and more keenly in 
communities still without it. Leaders are 
taking advantage of the opportunity to 
project the library strongly into the public 
consciousness, so that it will be taken into 
account when new patterns of political and 
social institutions take shape. Calls on the 
library extension office for advice and in- 
formation on library establishment are 
therefore increasing rather than decreasing. 
Usually immediate public appropriations 
are not being sought, though, in sections 
less affected economically than most of the 


\ NATIONAL program of library 


227 


country, county and local libraries have 
been established. Formal action by county 
or local authorities or by popular vote is, 
however, only the last step in library ex- 
tension procedure, which begins with the 
interest of a few key people and continues 
through well planned campaigns of popu- 
lar education, until public opinion is thor- 
oughly aroused. 

Very definite progress was made in lay- 
ing the necessary foundations for the 
future in the ten months covered by this 
report, April 1, 1931, to January 31, 1932. 
More national and state organizations did 
understanding and effective work in edu- 
cating their members as to the value of 
library service and the best methods to 
secure it. State programs were adopted by 
three state library associations, Kentucky, 
Missouri, and North Carolina. Among 
legislative gains were a permissive county 
library law in Florida, state aid for county 
libraries in Pennsylvania, a regional li- 
brary law in Michigan, and a revision of 
the local library law in Arkansas. Many 
state library extension agencies held their 
own financially or even received increased 
appropriations. The British Columbia 
Library Commission initiated with its own 
funds an experiment recommended in the 
survey of 1928, an interior depot at Prince 
George for book service to the North Cen- 








228 


tral District of that enormous province. 
Demonstrations or experiments with 
grants from foundations were carried on 
in Vermont, in the Fraser Valley (British 
Columbia), and in Louisiana parishes, in 
addition to the Rosenwald county library 
demonstrations noted under “Regional 
Field Work in the South.” 

As the months passed, it became in- 
creasingly evident that the progress made 
in previous years was threatened. When 
all public appropriations were scrutinized 
as never before, the public library could 
not stand still. It faced the alternative of 
being considered a luxury, or of proving 
its value to the community in stimulating 
constructive thinking, aiding in vocational 
reéducation, and in the maintenance of 
morale. The Executive Board of the 
A. L. A. undertook the leadership in this 
movement and assigned to headquarters 
the task of serving as a clearing house of 
method. ‘To the library extension staff 
fell several functions: supplying the state 
agencies with information and materials in 
order that they in turn might rouse and 
guide the libraries of their states; assem- 
bling and making available, through the 
Bulletin and otherwise, information on 
how to cut budgets if necessary without 
impairing essential services ; corresponding 
with individual libraries about administra- 
tive problems; maintaining relations with 
certain national agencies; and correlating 
the work of several headquarters depart- 
ments through a committee of which the 
executive assistant served as chairman. 
This work is still in process and it is too 
soon to tell how libraries have actually 
fared. 

A Loox AHEAD 

The problems and concrete needs dis- 
cussed at length in the last report are still 
to be met. A few only are noted here. 
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Some progress has been made toward the 
foundation study, there recommended, of 
the whole relation of the public library to 
various units of public administration— 
the city, county, and state. Questions in 
this field are constantly asked, as, “What 
is the best form of organization for a state 
library extension agency?” “Is a library 
board advisable under the council-manager 
form of government?” Both the Execu- 
tive Board of the A. L. A. and the Social 
Science Research Council have taken steps 
toward setting up a joint committee to 
undertake or plan the study. The need 
for its findings becomes more and more 
urgent as state surveys multiply. 

Each year strengthens the conviction of 
the strategic position of active state library 
extension agencies in the whole scheme of 
library extension and the need for demon- 
strations of their service in states still with- 
out them. 

Adequate financing of county library 
service is another fundamental problem. 
The Council of the A. L. A. approved the 
principle of federal aid and adopted a gen- 
eral plan for it at the recommendation of 
the Library Extension Board, but further 
plans for bringing it before Congress were 
postponed for more favorable times. The 
need for federal, state, and private aid has 
been emphasized more and more in work 
with other agencies. 

Research studies of specific county li- 
brary problems are needed, as budgets for 
the first year, for later years, under differ- 
ent conditions, as service by contract with 
a well established library as contrasted 
with an entirely new library set-up. 


Co6PERATION WITH NATIONALS 


In the movement to lay a foundation of 
public opinion on which state and local 
workers can build, the aid of national 
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rural, educational, and social agencies has 
been invaluable. A new channel was pro- 
vided this year by the President’s Con- 
ference on Home Building and Home 
Ownership. The executive assistant served 
on its Committee on Home Information 
Services, collecting data and writing a 
report on the services of libraries to the 
would-be home builder; and as section 
chairman, securing and summarizing re- 
ports on services of museums, public 
schools, colleges, and universities. The 
conference met the cost of three trips to 
Washington, for the necessary committee 
meetings and the conference proper, when 
the chairman made the report for the 
section. 

The extension office set up a library 
follow-up program for the White House 
Conference on Child Health and Protec- 
tion, kept in touch with the conference 
office, kept state library extension agencies 
informed of developments, and distrib- 
uted the recommendations of the Commit- 
tee on Reading, printed as a leaflet, Books 
in the child’s bill of rights, by courtesy of 
the A. L. A. Section for Library Work 
with Children. Library extension is 
emphasized in the recommendations, as 
well as children’s reading, and a number 
of states have been able to bring the same 
emphasis into their state conferences. 

Relations with several national agencies 
have been greatly strengthened. The Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs, 
through its active library extension chair- 
man, printed and distributed widely a 
leaflet, Books for everybody. Rotary In- 
ternational printed a broadside, The pub- 
lic library, a fundamental need, and sent 
it to officers of every club in the United 
States and Canada, along with the A. L. A. 
outline, Know your public library. The 
American Association of University 


Women printed and distributed to its local 
branches a compilation on state book serv- 
ice prepared by the A. L. A. extension 
office. The executive assistant attended 
the biennial convention at Boston as a dele- 
gate from the Chicago Branch and visited 
the Washington headquarters. Several 
state associations of university women have 
taken an active interest in promoting state 
library extension programs. Close codp- 
eration with the National Congress of 
Parents and Teachers was continued, the 
executive assistant serving as chairman of 
library extension and a member of the 
National Board of the N. C. P. T. and as 
executive assistant to the A. L. A. Com- 
mittee on Codperation with the N. C. 
P. T. The year’s work is reported by that 
committee. 

Exhibits were set up and manned, and 
many personal contacts were made at meet- 
ings of the American Country Life Asso- 
ciation at Cornell University in August 
and of the American Farm Bureau Fed- 
eration in Chicago in December. Plans 
were made for manning an exhibit at the 
National Grange in Madison in Novem- 
ber, but were given up as economies be- 
came necessary. Exhibit material was, 
instead, sent to the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, which took charge 
of it. 


REGIONAL FIELD WorK IN THE SOUTH 


Intensive work by a regional field agent 
in the south, begun last year, was continued 
and further developed. Special emphasis 
was put on work with other regional agen- 
cies. The field agent attended the Fifth 
Annual Institute of Public Affairs, Uni- 
versity of Virginia, which, during its two 
weeks’ session, brings together thought- 
ful people from many states, interested in 
solving political, social, and economic 
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questions, especially in the south. The 
field agent brought the library into discus- 
sions at the round tables on Religious Edu- 
cation in the Rural Church and on 
Regionalism, at the State Conference on 
Adult Education, and at the institute of 
the State Federation of Women’s Clubs. 

At a ten-day conference of rural minis- 
ters, held at the Virginia Polytechnic In- 
stitute, under the auspices of the Virginia 
Rural Church Conference Board, for dis- 
cussion of social and economic problems as 
they affect rural churches, the field agent 
spoke on county library service, and distrib- 
uted literature on the subject. She spoke 
on Libraries in the South at the South- 
eastern Council of the General Federation 
of Women’s Clubs, composed of represen- 
tatives from the state federations of ten 
southeastern states and Cuba, who meet in 
annual session. Attendance at the meeting 
also gave her opportunity to talk over with 
these representatives library conditions in 
their respective states, resulting in greater 
emphasis being put on library extension in 
state club programs. 

Participation in a social and economic 
study of the southern Appalachian high- 
lands was initiated through the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics of the United 
States Department of Agriculture. In- 
formation on local library facilities and 
book lending service from state library ex- 
tension agencies and state universities was 
collected for the 205 counties included in 
the study of six states, Georgia, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and 
West Virginia. The results of the whole 
study will be published in a volume of 
graphic presentations with explanatory 
text, which is intended to give a basis for 
the further consideration of the problems 
of the region, requiring a ‘‘new orientation 
of the public and private agencies inter- 
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ested in the welfare of the mountain peo- 
ple.” As the provision of library service 
lies largely in the future, it is important for 
the need to be brought to the forefront of 
the picture. Contacts have been made in 
collecting the data which have resulted in 
an invitation to the field agent to present 
the results of the survey and to lead a dis- 
cussion of ways in which other agencies can 
coéperate in library extension, before the 
Conference of Southern 
Workers. 

The field agent codperated with the 
Alabama Library Association in its cam- 
paign, started during the previous year, for 
the establishment of a state library com- 
mission. Although the bill passed both 
houses of the legislature by good majori- 
ties, it was vetoed by the governor on the 
ground of expense and the inadvisability of 
creating new departments of government. 
The services of the field worker were dis- 
continued in August, 1931, as there was no 
permanent support for the work. The 
campaign for the commission had been 
financed by the state library association and 
by a grant from the Julius Rosenwald 
Fund. A survey of the state government 
of Alabama is now being made by the 
Brookings Institution. The field agent 
and the president of the state library asso- 
ciation discussed with the surveyor the 
need and place of a state library extension 
agency. 

Two visits have been made to South 
Carolina in connection with the work of 
the state library board, which employs a 
field worker for library extension through 
a grant from the Julius Rosenwald Fund 
and through funds raised from private 
sources in the state. 

On the invitation of the president of the 
state library association, a member of the 
state library commission, and the president 
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of the state division of the American Asso- 
ciation of University Women, the field 
agent went to West Virginia to meet with 
representatives of various state organiza- 
tions, called together by the American As- 
sociation of University Women, to discuss 
the library needs of the state and a pro- 
gram of action. Representatives of some 
ten groups and organizations showed them- 
selves ready to codperate. The field agent 
outlined the activities that should receive 
consideration in a state library program. It 
was voted that the American Association 
of University Women formulate a pro- 
gram for which all the state organizations 
could work. 

A special effort has been made to keep in 
touch by visits and correspondence with 
the Rosenwald county library demonstra- 
tions. Visits have been made to ten of the 
eleven counties with second visits to three. 
The economic situation has made it a criti- 
cal time for many of these libraries, most 
of which were entering upon the third year 
of the demonstration when local appropri- 
ations were due to increase, just at the time 
when there was the tendency by appropri- 
ating bodies to reduce sharply expenses of 
all governmental agencies. Heroic efforts 
have been made to sustain the program, 
and it has been done in eight of the eleven 
counties. 

An experiment in Negro adult educa- 
tion is being made by the Atlanta Public 
Library in codperation with the American 
Association for Adult Education. The 
field agent served on the sponsoring com- 
mittee, which included representatives of 
regional as well as of local organizations. 


PROFESSIONAL RELATIONS 


The New Haven conference afforded 
the opportunity for board members and 
staff to learn more of library conditions in 


the New England states and to become ac- 
quainted with library extension leaders in 
that section. Immediately preceding the 
conference, representatives of the New 
England state library extension agencies 
(both secretaries and commissioners) met 
with the Library Extension Board for an 
afternoon and evening of informal talk 
with emphasis on recent developments and 
plans for the future. This discussion was 
reported in a special number of Library 
Extension News. Another day was spent 
in visits to Connecticut public libraries, 
along with members of the League of Li- 
brary Commissions, as guests of the Con- 
necticut Public Library Committee. After 
the conference, the executive assistant 
visited Burlington, Vermont, and dis- 
cussed the regional experiment just begun 
(described in last year’s report) with 
the regional librarian and with officers of 
the Vermont Commission on Country Life. 
She made a return visit in January to meet 
with the Library Experiment Committee. 

An analysis of the mail received at the 
headquarters office for a typical month 
showed almost an even division between 
library and lay correspondents. Among 
the former, state library extension workers 
were by far the largest group, as was to be 
expected ; for the Library Extension Board 
has from the beginning recognized the 
strategic position of the state agencies and 
worked closely with the League of Library 
Commissions and with its individual mem- 
bers. The executive assistant visited this 
year the Pennsylvania State Library, to 
meet two new state workers (the state 
librarian and the head of the Extension 
Department), and the Kansas State Li- 
brary, to help shape a state project to sub- 
mit to a foundation. She also spoke at the 
meeting of the Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation. The regional field agent attended 
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most of the state library meetings in the 
south and visited a number of state library 
commissions. 

Other classes of librarians writing the 
headquarters extension office in this one 
month were, in order of number: city libra- 
rians; county librarians; officers of state 
library associations; A. L. A. officers, com- 
mittee and section chairmen; university, 
college, and school librarians; 
schools; special librarians. 


library 


PUBLICATIONS, PUBLICITY 


“Free and wide distribution of publica- 
tions to encourage library development” is 
an important item in the program adopted 
by the A. L. A. Council. New publica- 


tions issued were: 


Annual report, 1930-31. Reprinted from 
the Bulletin of the A. L. A., May, 1931. 

How to organize a county library cam- 
paign. Revised edition. 

How to start a public library. 
edition. Mimeographed. 

Library Extension News. Three issues, 
nos. 10, 11, 12. Mimeographed. 

The superintendent makes a discovery; 
the answer to the rural school reading prob- 
lem. Lucile Fargo. 

Wanted—readers in South Carolina; re- 
port of the Committee on Promotion of 
Reading, South Carolina Teachers Associa- 
tion. Publication paid for by the Julius 
Rosenwald Fund, for special distribution in 
the south from the office of the A. L. A. 
regional field agent. 


Revised 


For the calendar year 1931, 83,032 
pieces of library extension printed matter 
were distributed (to be compared with 
67,044 in 1930), in addition to consider- 
able mimeographed material for which no 
statistics are kept. Of these, 59,005 were 
free, either in connection with national 
work or in states with no state agencies or 
agencies with very small appropriations; 
24,027 publications were bought at quan- 
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tity prices by state agencies and individual 
libraries, the sales being handled by the 
Publications Department. 

In addition to the exhibits set up and 
manned by the extension staff, as reported 
under the head of ‘“Codperation with 
Other National Agencies,” exhibit mate- 
rial was freely lent, in most cases through 
state library extension agencies, for meet- 
ings of: regional and state library associa- 
tions, state congresses of parents and 
teachers, state federations of women’s 
clubs, state farm bureau federations, state 
conferences of social work, and state fairs. 
Pictures and blue prints were also lent to 
the state agencies, individual libraries, 
periodicals, and individuals. 

Articles by board and staff members 
have been printed in the Bulletin; in pub- 
lications of other national agencies, such as 
the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers; and in state library bulletins. 


ORGANIZATION, PERSONNEL 


Clarence B. Lester was reappointed to 
the Library Extension Board June 27, 
1931, fer a five-year term—the first ap- 
pointment to be made on that basis—and 
elected chairman for the year 1931-32. 
The personnel of the board and the pro- 
fessional staff remained unchanged. The 
staff consists of an executive assistant and 
an assistant in the headquarters office, a 
regional field agent in the southern office, 
and a stenographer in each office. 

The board held two business meetings, 
June 21 and December 30, 1931, in con- 
nection with the conference and the Mid- 
winter Meeting. It also met with the 
Executive Board of the League of Library 
Commissions, with the Board on the Li- 
brary and Adult Education, and with 
representatives of the New England state 
agencies; and it held an open meeting 
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jointly with the League of Library Com- 
missions. 

The chairman and J. O. Modisette came 
to headquarters September 4 to discuss 
with the staff a plan for federal aid. The 
chairman represented the board at the For- 
est Hills meeting of the Executive Board 
November 7, when budgets for 1932 were 
discussed, and at the conference the follow- 
ing day on the problems and responsibilities 
of the library in a time of depression. On 
the return trip, he attended meetings of the 
National Conference on Government at 
Buffalo. Informal visits were made to the 
headquarters office by Alice S. Tyler and 
Mary J. L. Black. 


Wuat Was SPENT 


For the calendar year 1931, the Execu- 
tive Board budgeted, chiefly from Carnegie 
Corporation grants and endowments and 
special memberships, $19,469 for library 
extension—$11,744 for departmental and 
$7,725 for general office expense (this last 
includes a proportionate share of the cost 
of general administration, publicity, office 
library, accounting, filing, mimeographing, 
and other clerical work). As this was a 
reduction in departmental income of 10 
per cent as compared with the year 1930, 
activities were necessarily curtailed. In 
October, because of prospects of further 
shrinkage of income for 1932, instructions 
were given all departments to give up ex- 
penditures for travel and anything else 
that could be omitted. The budget for 
1932 is not completed, as this report goes 
to press, but the trend is toward reductions 
rather than increases. 


The fund for the regional field work in 
the south is entirely distinct. Expenses 
were met from a grant of $13,500 made by 
the Carnegie Corporation for the year 
1930-31, and renewed October, 1931, for 
the year 1931-32. 

Expenditures for the calendar year 
1931, the fiscal year of the A. L. A., are 
included in the report of the treasurer of 
the A. L. A. In addition to the figures 
given there, traveling expenses amounting 
to $306.40 were paid by the President’s 
Conference on Home Building and 
Ownership for three trips to Washington, 
and by the Pennsylvania Library Asso- 
ciation. 

SUMMARY 


Other staff activities are summarized be- 
low. The figures are for the ten months 
of April 1, 1931, to January 31, 1932. 


Head- Regional 
quarters Field 


Staff Agent 

Days spent in the field 73 88 
States visited 9 10 
Lay meetings attended 10 9 
Talks before lay groups 5 7 
Library meetings attended 4 9 
Talks before professional 

groups 5 18 
Radio talks I I 


CLARENCE B, Lester, Chairman 

Mary J. L. Brack 

MILTon J. FERGUSON 

J. O. Mootsetre 

Auice S$. TyYLer 

Juxvia Wricut Merrit, 

Executive Assistant 

‘ToMMIE Dora BARKER, 

Regional Field Agent 
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(Continued) 


D. C. NuMBERS ON L. C. CARDs 


No report. 


EDITORIAL 


At the New Haven conference Mr. 
George B. Utley withdrew from the chair- 
manship of the Editorial Committee after 
occupying that post for seven years. The 
Association has much for which to be grate- 
ful to Mr. Utley in that he has given his 
best counsel and kept in close touch with 
the publishing activities of the Association 
during a most important period of expan- 
sion and growth. At the time that Mr. 
Utley accepted chairmanship of the commit- 
tee, several substantial Carnegie grants be- 
came available, making possible the 4. L. 4. 
catalog, 1926; the Survey of libraries; the 
reports, Library extension and Libraries 
and adult education; the Library Curricu- 
lum Studies; and the Reading with a Pur- 
pose series. 


Publications of the Year 


Important publications of the year have 
been Mr. Cutter’s biography of his distin- 
guished uncle, Waples-Tyler’s What peo- 
ple want to read about (published jointly 
with the University of Chicago Press), 
Edna A. Hester’s Books for junior col- 
leges, Shaw’s List of books for college li- 
braries (prepared under the auspices of the 
Carnegie Corporation), French books for 
American libraries, and a Handbook for 
teacher-librarians. Since May 1, 1931, ten 
books, twenty pamphlets, and sixteen leaf- 
lets carrying the imprint of the A. L. A. 
have appeared—a total of 838,000 pieces. 
In addition to this there have been reprints 
of old publications to the number of 28,000 
pieces. In both these cases the preponder- 
ant number have been leaflets which are 
distributed in quantity. 
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Now under way are a five-year supple- 
ment to the 4. L. A. catalog, 1926, being 
edited by Marian Horton of Los Angeles; 
a new edition of the Buying list of books 
for small libraries; a list, compiled by May 
M. Sweet, called Italian books for Ameri- 
can libraries ; a new edition of Mr. Walter's 
Periodicals for the small library; the Prison 
library handbook; and a replacement list 
of fiction, for which Carl L. Cannon and 
his Book Buying Committee have generously 
accepted responsibility. 

Other projected publications, which must 
await special financing or an_ increased 
A. L. A. income, are: a subject index to 
fiction, a supplement to the 4. L. A. portrait 
index, and a greatly expanded edition of the 
Index to illustrations. 


Thompson and Bostwick Volumes in 
Prospect 


There is evidence of an increasing in- 
terest in international library affairs. 
American librarians have taken part in sev- 
eral library meetings abroad and there has 
been a goodly number of foreign library 
visitors to our shores. A member of our 
own Association has been elected president 
of the International Federation of Library 
Associations. All this interest and activity 
will have lively expression at the 1933 con- 
ference of the Association in Chicago when 
many foreign visitors are expected. It will 
be reflected in A. L. A. publishing: in a book 
by C. Seymour Thompson, summing up 
American library progress of the last cen- 
tury; in a compilation on the status of the 
popular library movement in the principal 
countries of the world, for which Dr. Bost- 
wick has undertaken the responsibility; and, 
it is hoped, in a publication on the materials 
of research in the great libraries of the 
world and their accessibility to students. 

The Reading with a Purpose series, be- 
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gun six and one-half years ago, now num- 
bers sixty-seven little booklets. At the be- 
ginning one was published every month, but 
there has been a gradual diminution of the 
number as subjects most in demand have 
been covered, and only four are projected 
for 1932. 

The Association now publishes four year- 
books, representing the special fields of 
cataloging, children’s library work, school 
libraries, and college and reference work. It 
was felt that these yearbooks would fulfil 
a purpose; they are the result of many hours 
of labor on the part of voluntary groups, 
but as no one of them is yet on a self- 
supporting basis the continuance of their 
publication beyond 1932 is not assured. 

A concrete program for the A. L. A, 
adopted by the Executive Board at the 
Midwinter Meeting of 1931, implies some 
simplification of A. L. A. Headquarters ad- 
ministration. Publishing activities are there 
centered under “codéperative undertakings.” 
These would include in addition to publica- 
tions concerning the establishment and con- 
duct of libraries, buying lists of books, 
reading lists, reading courses, and other ma- 
terials for use and distribution by libraries, 
bibliographies, indexes, union lists, and co- 
operative cataloging. 

Gratitude must be expressed to the special 
subcommittee, of which Joseph L. Wheeler 
is chairman, and which was appointed to 
examine the Booklist machinery and de- 
termine whether or not some means could 
be found for speeding up the inclusion of 
new books. Mr. Wheeler reports that con- 
siderable progress has been made during the 
last year. 


The Editorial Committee held only one 
meeting during the year—at New Haven 
in June. A meeting planned for November 
had to be canceled for reasons of economy, 
and a quorum was lacking at the midwinter 
conference. 

CuHaries B. SuHaw, Chairman 
CuHarites Harvey Brown 
RupotpH H. GJELSNEss 
Epna G. Moore 
Amy WINsLow 
Emiry V. D. MI ter, 

Editor of Publications 


APPENDIX 


BOOKLIST 


The most important accomplishment of 
the past year has been the advancement 
made toward quick listing of books. It is 
interesting that the first notice taken of 
earlier listings came from publishers rather 
than librarians. Several wrote to say how 
pleased they were. If librarians have 
noticed the improvement, they have been, 
with few exceptions, practically silent on the 
subject. 

A subcommittee of three was authorized 
by the A. L. A. Council to investigate what 
could be done to speed up Booklist entries. 
It consisted of Joseph L. Wheeler, chair- 
man; Charles H. Compton; and Georgie G. 
McAfee. They have been helpful in sev- 
eral ways, and the Booklist staff herewith 
expresses its appreciation of their aid. Mr. 
H. W. Wilson made a number of practical 
suggestions which have helped in simplifying 
procedure. Little improvement, however, 
could have been effected without the trained 
and efficient services of Eileen Duggan, first 
assistant on the Booklist staff; the hearty 
codperation of the printers, who have greatly 
tightened their schedule; the Office for D. C. 
Numbers on L. C. Cards, under the super- 
vision of David J. Haykin, which has sup- 
plied many numbers in advance of their own 
work; and the Card Division of the Library 
of Congress, which has met the problem of 
assigning L. C. card numbers, in advance of 
copyright date and of receipt of the books 
themselves, with remarkable generosity and 
at cost of much time and effort. Although 
the work of his division has been greatly 
complicated thereby, Mr. Hastings has re- 
sponded to our requests for card numbers 
by regular mail, by air mail, and—as the 
printer's date came dangerously near—by 
telegraph. 

Publishers, too, have codperated gener- 
ously by sending their earliest advance re- 
view copies to the Booklist; several send 
mimeographed sheets prepared especially for 
their salesmen, giving all the information 
available about each book. Most books are 
now being examined far in advance of or- 
dinary reviewing aids. The daily book 
columns of two New York papers, the 
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Baker and Taylor Blue List, the Huntting 
list, and the American News, as well as the 
regular weekly critical reviews are kept on 
file. At our request, ten book clubs now 
send each month advance notices of their 
selections. Obviously the selection and 
reading of books is a continuous process. 

Progress in speeding up inclusion of new 
titles in the Booklist may be indicated by a 
check with the Book Review Digest. For- 
merly most books reviewed in the February 
Booklist, for example, had already been 
summarized in the January Book Review 
Digest. In February, 1931, only about 30 
Book Review Digest entries mentioned 
Booklist reviews. A year later, the Janu- 
ary, 1932, Book Review Digest noted 131 
Booklist references. 

The Publishers’ W eekly table of American 
book production, 1931 (January 23, 1932, p. 
368), gives a total of 8,506 new books for 
the year and 1,801 new editions, making 
10,307. Of these, the Booklist received and 
examined 5,128, and entered 2,946. The 
new books numbered 2,088; new editions, 
310; series, 548. A few of the books listed 
under series were new books but the 
majority were inexpensive reprints. The in- 
creasing number of reprints takes an in- 
creasing amount of space both in the regular 
pages and in the index, but inclusion of them 
is important to our subscribers. 

A trend of the times is seen in the fact 
that during the calendar year of 1931 there 
were entered in the Booklist more books in 
social sciences (225) than in any other field 
of non-fiction. Biography, which has usually 
led, came second with 216. In fiction, 420 
books were listed, including the grouped 
titles covering mystery and detective tales, 
light romances, and western stories, as well 
as those books which were given annota- 
tions. 

An important part of the Booklist is the 
children’s list in charge of Jessie Gay Van 
Cleve, specialist in children’s literature. 
New children’s books entered in 1931 num- 
bered 254, with 56 new editions making 310 
entries. In addition to her regular work 
on the Booklist, Miss Van Cleve gave two 
six weeks’ courses in library work with 
children—at Emory University Library 
School and at Johns Hopkins University 
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summer school; presented six lectures at 
a library institute held in Frederick, Mary- 
land; spoke at three state library meetings 
—Florida, Nebraska, and Missourimand at 
one state teachers’ meeting at Baton Rouge 
which combined with it the state follow-up 
of the White House Conference. In New 
York City she gathered, through interviews, 
material and information for a radio ree- 
reational program for children. This ma- 
terial was presented as a report to the 
chairman of the Library Radio Broad- 
casting Committee of the American Library 
Association. 

From April, 1931, when the last Booklist 
report was made, through March, 1932, 
two French, two Spanish, a Swedish, a 
German, and an Italian list were published, 
Other special lists were: “Prison Libra- 
ries;” “Motion Picture Codperation” 
(eight lists); young people’s books, 1930; 
hospitals; “Work with the Foreign Born;” 
“Aspects of the Economic Situation;” “For 
Thinking America;” “The Reparation 
Problem ;” “The Gold Crisis ;” and a report 
of the A. L. A. Committee on Reprints and 
Inexpensive Editions, in the August, 1931, 
number. These were all contributions from 
A. L. A. committees or individual members. 

Correspondence in the Booklist office dur- 
ing the past year averaged about eighty 
letters a month and is increasing. 

Material on the economic situation, both 
book and pamphlet, and on vocational edu- 
cation and réeducation is at present being 
given preference in the matter of speedy 
listing. But the staff realizes that the need 
of good recreational reading is almost 
equally important. 

In conclusion, we believe that the Book- 
list, with a small staff and limited time, 
should stick to its last, and that now, more 
than ever, its job is to concentrate upon cur- 
rent book selection, made as quickly as pos- 
sible, with the best annotations that can be 
written in the time available. Thus, we be- 
lieve, we can best serve our subscribers. 
When libraries have more funds than they 
have at present they will need to fill the 
gaps made in their collections by these lean 
years. The selections and annotations of the 
Booklist should then be doubly useful. 

ZaivkE B. Vosper, Editor of the Booklist 
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MEMBERSHIP 


The year 1931 has seen the membership 
of the Association reach its highest peak of 
15,000 members, and its endowment on the 
way to completion. 

At the annual conference at New Haven, 
it was voted to abolish the initiation fee, and 
the annual dues of those who do not re- 
ceive the Proceedings and Handbook were 
fixed at $3. The Executive Board promptly 
fixed the dues of those who receive the 
Proceedings and Handbook at $5. New 
members and those attending the conference 
for the first time were given an opportunity 
to meet the distinguished and well known 
members of the profession at a dinner espe- 
cially arranged at the Hotel Taft, the open- 
ing night of the conference. More than two 
hundred attended. It is planned to make 
this a yearly event. 

A Junior Members’ Round Table was 
also inaugurated, and a very real effort 
was made to have the younger people of the 
Association meet each other and discuss 
their problems. 

Those who had failed to pay their dues 
on May 1 numbered 2,249, and by Decem- 
ber 31 this number was reduced to 997. The 
“follow up” of these lapses has become a 
very important part of the work of the 
Membership Committee and the headquar- 
ters department, and will prove as vital in 
the future as securing new prospects. 

The chairman wishes to express her great 
appreciation to the committee and to the 
Membership Department at headquarters 
for the splendid and successful work accom- 
plished. 

Maria V. Leavitt, Chairman 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP 


The high point of the year in the work 
of the Special Membership Committee was 
the completion of the endowment fund at 
the New Haven conference—the main ob- 
jective for which the committee was cre- 
ated in 1929. 

In the future, its functions will be to 
maintain the same or an equivalent enroll- 
ment of sustaining members, at $100 a 
year, and contributing members, at $25 a 
year, to keep faith with the prospective 


donor of the million dollar endowment and 
to make the work of the Association better 
known with a view to stimulating financial 
support from outside the profession. 

On January 1, 1931, the Executive Board 
issued an appeal to A. L. A. members to 
assist the Special Membership Committee in 
securing 200 sustaining members or the 
equivalent in other memberships. At the 
time of the conference, in June, there was 
still lacking in annual dues $3,300, or the 
equivalent of 33 sustaining members. On 
Tuesday, June 23, a joint luncheon of the 
Special Membership Committee and the Ex- 
ecutive Board was held at the Hotel Taft. 
Present were: Linda A. Eastman, L. Elsa 
Loeber, George F. Bowerman, C. B. Lester, 
H. M. Lydenberg, Chalmers Hadley, Angus 
Macdonald, R. J. Usher, Nathan van Pat- 
ten, Clarence W. Sumner, A. E. Bostwick, 
Josephine Adams Rathbone, C. F. D. 
Belden, Sylvia Oakley, Louis R. Wilson, 
Matthew S. Dudgeon, C. C. Williamson, 
Ralph Munn, J. L. Wheeler, Mary B. Day, 
Donald Campbell, Mrs. Caroline Engst- 
feld, Hiller C. Wellman, John T. Vance, 
Carl H. Milam, Sarah C. N. Bogle, Esther 
H. Dixon, and the chairman of the Com- 
mittee (presiding). 

The enthusiasm aroused at this meeting 
resulted in pledges of 11 of the 33 sustain- 
ing memberships needed, and a subcommittee 
was appointed to push the plan to comple- 
tion, if possible. The subcommittee in- 
cluded John T. Vance, Angus Macdonald, 
Matthew S. Dudgeon, George B. Utley, 
and Esther H. Dixon. With volunteer as- 
sistance from Nathan van Patten and Orra 
Monnette, it compiled a list of special mem- 
bership prospects to whom telegrams (and 
one cablegram) were dispatched asking aid 
in the final effort to complete the endow- 
ment fund. 

On Thursday, June 25, the third general 
session opened with a brief business meeting 
at which H. M. Lydenberg read a letter 
from the Executive Board giving the status 
of the endowment fund and _ thanking 
A. L. A. members for the assistance which 
had increased the fund $450,000 since Janu- 
ary 1. Dr. M. L. Raney, of the University 
ot Chicago, made a plea to complete the 
fund at once and volunteered the first sub- 
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scription. The chairman of the Special Mem- 
bership Committee read telegrams from out- 
of-town subscribers, and the balance was 
pledged from the floor, thus qualifying the 
Association for a million dollar gift believed 
to be in sight. 

Because of the part played by regular 
membership in supplying the equivalent of 
special memberships, the endowment goal 
was reached before the total number of sus- 
taining memberships needed to underwrite 
certain major activities of the Association 
had been secured. The nation-wide fund- 
raising activities of the President's Organ- 
ization on Unemployment Relief practically 
suspended the special membership work for 
the balance of the year. 

At the Midwinter Meeting a luncheon 
meeting of members in attendance was held 
to plan a resumption of activities. A report 
of the work in 1931 revealed 158 new sus- 
taining and 180 new contributing members 
secured from January 1, to December 30. 
Lapses in 1931, through death or other 
causes, were 19 sustaining members (about 
10 per cent) and 11 contributing members 
(about 6 per cent). The main concern of 
the committee—and of the Association— 
this year is to prevent lapses among special 
memberships and, in spite of the general 
financial inertia, to add enough new mem- 
berships to maintain the enrollment achieved 
in 1931. 

On behalf of the committee, I wish to 
express deep appreciation to members of the 
A. L. A. whose splendid coéperation made 
possible the consummation of the endow- 
ment plan during an extremely difficult eco- 
nomic period. 

GeorceE B. Uttey, Chairman 


PUBLICATIONS SALES 


For budget purposes the fiscal year for 
publications corresponds with the calendar 
year. Despite the depression, unsually heavy 
collections during 1931 made last year the 
largest, from the standpoint of receipts, in 
the publishing department’s experience, 
$92,092.44 having been received. The year 
was begun with a deficit of $7,404.05 but 
with accounts receivable amounting to 
$20,044. The year closed with a deficit of 
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$38.38 and accounts receivable of $14,001.73, 
Despite the fact that cash on hand vanishes 
below the zero point at certain periods, the 
department with accounts receivable and 
with about $60,000 worth of unsold stock 
on hand remains solvent. 

Until now the department has not been 
entirely self-supporting in that it has paid 
ne office rent, but, beginning with 1932, it 
is paying its quota of the headquarters rent 
and will henceforth stand on its own feet, 

The secretary's report and that of the 
Editorial Committee point to important pub- 
lications of the year. This report concerns 
itself with the actual handling of A. L. A. 
publications and the manner in which they 
are brought to the attention of the profes- 
sion and of others who are interested in 
them. 

Some 110,000 pieces of advertising matter 
were sent to libraries, schools, national 
organizations, etc., and some 23,000 pieces 
of publicity, news stories, and book reviews 
were released to magazines and newspapers. 
Exhibits of publications were sent into 
thirty-one states and one foreign country. 
These covered one international library 
meeting, annual meetings of seven national 
organizations whose interests are chiefly 
educational, twenty-three state library meet- 
ings, and miscellaneous groups including 
library institutes, library summer training 
agencies, state teachers association meetings, 
regional library meetings, and two state 
round tables on juvenile reading. 

The A. L. A.’s attitude toward sales 
places first emphasis on the promotion of the 
library idea. in this connection gratifying 
results were realized during the past year 
with the distribution of the new circular, 
Books about the school library. Copies were 
sent to the state library extension agencies 
and to the state supervisors of school libra- 
ries. As a result, requests were received for 
copies for all the county libraries in one 
state because of their close contact with 
schools; in another, the director of secondary 
education distributed copies to each of the 
accredited high schools of the state; a library 
commission worker did likewise; an exten- 
sion librarian writes that the pamphlet 
placed in the hands of the director of the 
Curriculum Bureau resulted in having sev- 
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eral useful tools listed in the state school 
library manual; a communication from a 
county superintendent of schools lists sev- 
eral A. L. A. tools as having been adopted 
by the county board of education; a director 
of rural education of a state department of 
public instruction notifies us that the atten- 
tion of all county superintendents is being 
drawn to two important A. L. A. publica- 
tions for schools. And so it goes. It is grati- 
fying to record that our sphere of influence 
outside library circles is steadily widening. 

In addition to promoting the distribution 
of A. L. A. publications, the sales depart- 
ment sells and manages the exhibit space at 
the annual conference; with the aid of two 
solicitors, one in New York and one in 
Chicago, it sells advertising space in the 
Booklist; it handles subscriptions for the 
Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin, 
and the sale of Booklist review books. From 
all of these sources the Association realized 
$124,907.60 last year. 

Everett O. FoNTAINE, in Charge of Sales 


PUBLICITY 
Bulletin 


The activity of chief significance to 
A. L. A. members during the ten months 
covered by this report has been the devel- 
opment of the A. L. A. Bulletin. Following 
indorsement of the editor’s plans presented 
at the 1930 Midwinter Meeting of the 
Council, the chairman of the Publicity and 
the chairman of the Membership commit- 
tees recommended to the Executive Board 
that the dues be raised to make possible the 
improvements outlined. The matter was 
presented to the membership in a series of 
Bulletin articles and, upon vote of the 
Executive Board, the proposal to amend the 
by-laws was presented by the chairman of 
the Publicity Committee for membership 
discussion and action at the third general 
session of the New Haven conference, 
where the recommendation was approved. 

The first issue of the new Bulletin made 
its appearance at the 1931 Midwinter Meet- 
ing and, according to letters received from 
all parts of the country, has met with wide- 
spread approval. William A. Kittredge, 


director of design and typography at the 
Lakeside Press, Chicago, coéperated with 
the editor in planning the format and was 
personally responsible for the decorations 
and cover design. 

In view of plans outlined before the devel- 
opments were made possible, it may be 
worth while to note that more than a dozen 
Midwinter Meeting addresses and reports 
have been fully reported to the 15,000 mem- 
bers of the Association, instead of to approx- 
imately 400 who were able to hear them in 
Chicago. “The Post” is providing the pro- 
posed space for communications to and from 
members. Personnel news—of positions 
wanted and positions available—is being 
given each month. Numerous items of 
committee news have been reported which 
heretofore could not be given space. Inci- 
dentally, articles on adult education and 
other phases of education appearing in the 
Bulletin are hereafter to be noted in the 
Education Index. 

All of the new developments are still 
experimental, subject to the needs and de- 
sires of the membership, and criticisms and 
suggestions are still invited. 

Although the Publicity Committee con- 
ducted a contest to secure a new name, the 
title of the Bulletin remains unchanged, due 
to the expressed wishes of many members. 
As soon as funds permit, the editorship of 
the Bulletin will be made a full-time posi- 
tion. For the present—until after the 
New Orleans conference—Mrs. Margaret 
Pilcher Vaughan, a former assistant at St. 
Louis, is relieving the editor of most of her 
publicity duties to enable her to give more 
time to the Bulletin. 


Periodical Publicity 


The following periodicals were supplied 
with the articles noted: 

American Hospital Association Bulletin. 
October, 1931. “Hospital Libraries,” by 
Elizabeth Pomeroy. 

Chicago Schools Journal. “Leisure in a Ma- 
chine Age,” by Stuart Chase. 

—November, 1931. “The Young Peo- 


ple’s Librarian and Vocational Guidance,” 
by Mary J. Cain. 
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Child Welfare Magazine. “Services Which 
the Home Maker May Have for the Ask- 
ing,” by Julia Wright Merrill. 

Christian Century. January 25, 1932. Edi- 
torial on libraries in the depression. 

The Courier (monthly organ of the Inter- 
national Catholic Federation of Nurses). 
“A Plea for Hospital Libraries,” compiled 
from the Proceedings of the Fifty-third 
Annual Conference. 

“Leisure in a Machine Age,” by 
Stuart Chase. 

Forecast. “Leisure in a Machine Age,” by 
Stuart Chase. 

Hygeia. “Fundamental Principles of Book 
Selection for Patients,” by Isabel Du Bois. 

“Selecting Books for Neuropsychi- 
atric Patients,” by Alice A. Crosby. 

Illinois Teacher. November, 1931. “Organ- 
ization of Student Service Groups in the 
Library,’ by Ethel M. Feagley. 

Modern Librarian (Publication of the Pun- 
jab Library Association). October, 1931. 
“Library Publicity Methods,” by Mildred 
Othmer Peterson. 

Pictorial Review. Opportunities for Women 
in the Library Profession. (To be used.) 

Proceedings of the Illinois Conference on 
Social Welfare. “Book Leads and Lags in 
Illinois,” by Beatrice S. Rossell. 

School and Society. July 18, 1931. “Intellec- 
tual Freedom and Integrity,’ by Adam 
Strohm. 

October 10, 1931. “Emergency of the 

College Library,” by Louis Round Wilson. 

August 8, 1931. The New Haven 

Meeting of the American Library Asso- 

ciation. 

“The Librarian and Curriculum Con- 
struction Movement,’ by Herbert Bruner. 
(To be used.) 

Survey. January 15, 1932. “Libraries in the 
Depression”—(Note under ‘“Unemploy- 
ment.’’) 

The Virginia Teacher. November-Decem- 
ber, 1931. “Rapidan River School Library 
List.” 

“Supply and Demand of School 
Librarians in the South,” by Helen M. 
Harris. 

Woman’s Home Companion, October, 1931. 
“Children’s Book Week and Howto Make 
It a Success,” by A. S. Richardson. (Mrs. 




















Richardson is kept constantly informed of 
library news and continually uses infor- 
mation sent her in her leaflets and pub- 
lications. ) 


Five encyclopedia articles on libraries or 
library progress were prepared for the 
American Year Book, the Americana An- 
nual, and the New International Year Book. 

Both last year and this the Junior-Senior 
High School Clearing House has carried 
book notes based on Booklist inclusions. 
Mabel Williams, supervisor of work with 
schools in the New York Public Library, 
handled the work last year and Mildred 
Batchelder, librarian of the Haven Inter- 
mediate School Library of Evanston, IIli- 
nois, is caring for it this year. To both 
these reviewers, the thanks of the commit- 
tee are extended. 

An article on “Call the Library Before, 
Not After, Buying Sets of Books,” which 
was requested by the Community Service 
Organization to send to fifty chambers of 
commerce for their monthly publications, 
was obtained from Forrest B. Spaulding. 

Generous and much appreciated space has 
been given in state and national library peri- 
odicals to notes and articles on A. L. A. 
activities and other matters of professional 
interest which have been sent them. 


Through the Newspapers 


Thanks to the excellent codperation of 
Nathaniel Sherman and Charles E. Rush 
of the Yale University staff and to a corps of 
able reporters, the newspaper publicity for 
the New Haven conference was unusually 
generous. Ten newspapers and press serv- 
ices covered the conference, including the 
New York Times, the Christian Science 
Monitor, the Boston Transcript, the Boston 
Globe, the New York Herald Tribune, the 
Associated Press, the United Press and the 
International News Service. 

Following the Midwinter Meeting, news- 
papers throughout the country have drawn 
attention to library service during the 
depression, both in news and editorial col- 
umns; the Council resolution urging main- 
tenance of library service in spite of present 
obstacles being given, in some _ instances, 
notable editorial indorsement. 
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The total number of clippings concerning 
A L. A. activities received at A. L. A. 
Headquarters for the ten-month period end- 
ing January 31, 1932, was 3,066. These 
include notes about new A. L. A. publica- 
tions and news from various sources, as 
well as releases prepared by the Publicity 
Department. 


Radio 


In addition to codperation given the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Radio in Educa- 
tion and the National League of Women 
Voters through the Bulletin, several radio 
speakers such as Howard Vincent O’Brien, 
Dr. Daniel Poling, and members of the 
United States Department of Agriculture 
have been supplied with material for broad- 
casts. 


Other Publicity 


In response to many inquiries, a brief 
mimeographed list of Posters and Publicity 
Material has been prepared and may be 
obtained on request from the Publicity De- 
partment, A. L. A. Headquarters. A list 
of railroads which supply travel posters may 
also be obtained. A list of exhibits lent by 
A. L. A. Headquarters is now being com- 
piled. Eight hundred copies of the Book 
Week issue of Leads, the publicity bulletin, 
were distributed, a re-run of the issue being 
necessary because of numerous requests. 
This was the only number of Leads issued 
during the year owing to pressure of work 
resulting from developing the Bulletin. 

A list of “105 Items Which Are Library 
News,” based on stories actually printed by 
newspapers, is being prepared by the com- 
mittee for distribution at the New Orleans 
conference. A lending collection of clip- 
pings illustrating the list is also being pre- 
pared, 

Almost every mail brings the Publicity 
Department at headquarters requests for 
information, publicity material, or sugges- 
tions. The Rapidan River School Library 
List, and Important Religious Books of the 
year have been two releases most frequently 
requested. Scrapbooks showing attractive 
library reports, publicity of such libraries as 
Los Angeles and Baltimore, school library 


work, and work with children have all been 
in demand. Writers, publishers, and libra- 
rians have requested pictures, cuts, or infor- 
mation for use in books or articles. 

At the request of the Visual Methods 
Subcommittee on Motion Picture Previews, 
eleven approved films were given publicity. 

A selected list of libraries was provided 
for the National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs so that study 
outlines for clubs, printed in the Independent 
Woman, could be drawn to the attention of 
librarians. 

The posters awarded prizes in the contest 
held in southern schools during the winter 
of 1930 were exhibited at the Lakeside Press 
Galleries in Chicago, displayed at New 
Haven together with the books on the rec- 
reational reading list, and sent to a library 
supply house for judgment as to their value 
for reproduction. The opinion there ex- 
pressed was that, though the work was of 
good grade for high school students, repro- 
duction of the posters would not be com- 
mercially successful. The collection of 
posters is now being displayed in twenty- 
one southern libraries or schools. 

Exhibits were supplied for seven state 
library association meetings. Six addresses 
given at New Haven were also sent for 
presentation at the Utah State meeting. 

The number of jobs handled, excluding 
the Bulletin, Handbook, and Proceedings 
but including reprints, was twenty-seven. 

Following the New Orleans conference, 
when the editor of the Bulletin and the 
Proceedings will probably have to handle 
publicity also for a few months, general 
publicity will be temporarily reduced to the 
minimum, and efforts will be concentrated 
on the mediums of communication between 
the members and the Association. 

RacpH A. ULVELING, Chairman 

Nora CRIMMINS 

May Dexter HENSHALL 

Bernice E. Honces 

JosEPHINE A. Hope 

Frances R. HUMPHREY 

Mritprep OTHMER PETERSON 

Jean M. Sexton 

Dorotuy A. THompPson 

Beatrice SAWYER Rosset, 
Publicity Assistant 
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Committee Reports 


For Ten Months Ending Fanuary 31, 1932 


AFFILIATION OF CHAPTERS WITH 
THE A. L. A. 


(See Chapters and Sections) 


ANNUITIES AND PENSIONS 


The work of the Committee on Annuities 
and Pensions during the present year has 
been concentrated in an effort to perfect 
the proposed A. L. A. retirement plan with 
a view to presenting this plan for definite 
action by the Association at the earliest 
feasible date. 

The plan in question proposes a compre- 
hensive group retirement system designed 
to benefit all classes of librarians and all 
types of libraries, to be underwritten by a 
thoroughly reliable insurance company, but 
to be operated under the auspices of the 
A. L. A. with an agency established in con- 
junction with headquarters of the Associa- 
tion to collect premiums and to do general 
promotion work. The plan proposes two 
types of retirement contracts, one for any 
library which can and will provide retiring 
annuities for its staff, sharing the costs with 
its employees; and the other for any indi- 
vidual librarian (whose employer cannot or 
will not participate) who desires to provide 
for his own retirement at his own expense. 

The committee presented to the Council 
of the A. L. A. on December 30, 1931, for 
preliminary action, a report and recom- 
mendations setting forth the general fea- 
tures of the proposed retirement plan. The 
recommendations there made were approved 
in principle and the committee’s program 
and purposes were tentatively indorsed, 
pending a final report. 

The report presented to the Council was 
printed in full in the Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Library Association for February, 1932 
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(pp. 82-86), together with an appendix out- 
lining provisional details of the proposed 
plan as these were taking shape in the com- 
mittee’s negotiations with insurance com- 
panies up to that time. 


It is significant to note that at least three 
of the largest and strongest insurance com- 
panies in the country had submitted definite 
proposals incorporating the essential fea- 
tures of the plan recommended by the 
committee, and, at this writing, additional 
proposals are expected from at least two 
other large insurance companies. 


Having the encouragement of favorable 
preliminary action by the Council in De- 
cember, and also of a favorable discussion 
at the meeting of Librarians of Large Pub- 
lic Libraries at the same conference, the 
committee has since bent every effort to 
reaching agreement on the details of the 
proposed retirement plan involving the 
questions of eligibility; age of retirement; 
premiums to be paid by both library and 
librarians through the A. L. A. as agent; 
benefits to be received at retirement; and 
provisions for transfer, for withdrawal from 
service, and for disability and death—all of 
which provisions would constitute a con- 
tract to be entered into by the A. L. A. and 
a selected insurance company. The de- 
termination of these details has involved not 
merely correspondence with committee mem- 
bers and insurance companies but also 
personal interviews at the home offices of 
several of these companies and with officials 
of the Carnegie Corporation and of the 
Teachers Insurance and Annuity Associa- 
tion. The secretary of the A. L. A., with 
members of the committee, has participated 
in these interviews and has given the com- 
mittee constant codperation and assistance 
in all of its work. 

Hand in hand with the efforts to de- 
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termine details of the proposed plan, there 
has been an effort to determine also the cost 
factors which must be reckoned with, par- 
ticularly those involved in the establishment 
and maintenance of an agency at A. L. A. 
Headquarters for premium collection and 
promotion work. 

The possibilities of securing funds from 
some outside sources to aid in the estab- 
lishment of the proposed plan and to be 
used for promotion work have also been 
investigated in a preliminary way, although 
without a great deal of encouragement so 
far. 

After sufficient headway has been made 
in the determination of details of the pro- 
posed plan and in the determination of cost 
factors, the committee proposes to make two 
studies: one, of the legal question, to de- 
termine in how far libraries supported by 
public funds may be permitted to use such 
funds in the operation of a contributory re- 
tirement plan (special legislation will 
doubtless be necessary in some states) ; and 
the other, to determine the real interest of 
libraries and librarians in entering the pro- 
posed retirement plan. 

The committee acknowledges with grati- 
tude the new impetus given to the retire- 
ment project both by President Rathbone, 
in the inclusion of this project among the 
three major objectives of the Association 
this year, and by Mr. Strohm, who as presi- 
dent last year created the present special 
committee to give undivided attention to the 
study and promotion of retiring annuities 
for librarians. 

C. M. CartwricHt 

ETHEL CLELAND 

Donatp B. Gitcnrist 

JoHN Epwarp Goopwin 

Joun B. Katser 

Etta R. McDoweE ti 

Keyes D. Metca.r 

Lester M. MinkeEL 

Louise Prouty 

Harotp F. Brigham, Chairman 


BIBLIOGRAPHY 


The activities of the Committee on Bibli- 
ography for 1931-32 have followed the lines 
or its published program restated in Novem- 
ber, 1930. 


Considerable material has been added to 
the committee apparatus on nearly all of 
the twelve projects. 

The material added during the year to 
Projects 1, 2, 3, 8, and 9, is the property of 
the Library of Congress, and details regard- 
ing it may be found in the librarian’s report 
as to Project “B.’”’ All of these are handled 
by the Library of Congress, but are so much 
material checked off the committee program 
of 1926. 

The material on the other projects has 
increased by not far from 100,000 items 
during the past year. It includes: Union 
Finding List of Catalogs of Manuscripts 
(1,500 items); the bibliography of such 
lists of manuscripts (5,000 items); mate- 
rials for selective purchase and codperative 
card cataloging of books in the field of 
religion (Project 12 and Project 7), perhaps 
50,000 titles; a list of collections of manu- 
scripts “throughout the world,” including, 
so far, perhaps 1,500 collections and point- 
ing to probably 2,000 collections listing 
nearly 10,000,000 so-called “manuscripts” 
but including perhaps not more than 2,000,- 
000 volumes. The additions to Project 4, 
Special Collections in Foreign Libraries, in- 
clude perhaps 1,000 items. The Finding 
List of Manuscripts in Foreign Libraries 
has perhaps 1,000 entries from half as many 
volumes. The Finding List of Manuscripts 
in American Libraries contains a few addi- 
tions of manuscripts or basic material for 
oriental manuscripts, but awaits the conclu- 
sion of the Library of Congress Project “C” 
(as described in the librarian’s report) for 
further promotion. 

No progress has been made in securing 
means for these projects beyond 1 and 2, 
as provided for in Project “B” of the 
Library of Congress by the generosity of 
Mr. Rockefeller. This project comes to an 
end September 1 of the present year. It has, 
at the date of this report, considerably 
passed the 6,000,000 minimum of titles set 
by the committee as an effective working 
minimum basis for the coédperative purchase, 
coéperative cataloging, and codperative 
selection projects. It has (January 30, 
1932) 8,000,000 locations of 6,800,000 titles. 

All members of the Association are urged 
to codperate in an effective finish of this use- 
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ful matter by sending as many titles as 
possible of unusual books in their libraries, 
in shortest cataloging on standard cards, 
before July 1. 

By reason of certain misunderstandings 
and the establishment of a new committee, 
concrete progress on the codperative cata- 
loging projects of the committee program 
has been necessarily deferred. It is hoped, 
however, that all questions at issue may be 
cleared for early resumption of deferred 
projects after the annual conference in 
April. 

Ernest CUSHING RICHARDSON, Chairman 


BoARD OF EDUCATION FOR 
LIBRARIANSHIP 


See page 207. 


BoaRD ON THE LIBRARY AND ADULT 
EDUCATION 
See page 219. 


BooKBINDING 


Several years have passed since publica- 
tion of the revised specifications for library 
and school bookbinding, approved by the 
A. L. A. Bookbinding Committee. These 
specifications contained instructions on vari- 
ous points of construction and information 
concerning the best materials necessary for 
approved rebinding. They have appeared 
in print many times and are most conven- 
iently found in the pamphlet, Care and bind- 
ing of books and magazines, published by the 
A. L. A. in 1928. They have also been put 
out in leaflet form by some bookbinding firms 
specializing in library binding. 

Changes in library personnel are con- 
stantly taking place; many new librarians 
and supervisors of binding have joined the 
ranks during the past few years. Some of 
the questions asked the Bookbinding Com- 
mittee lead one to believe that all persons in 
charge of the work of having library books 
rebound are not familiar with the A. L. A. 
bookbinding specifications. 

Competition among library binders has 
become more keen. A few years ago prac- 
tically all of the operations for library re- 
binding could be done only by hand. New 
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machines for various processes have been put 
on the market, bringing increased produc. 
tion, lower costs, and in some instances a 
lower quality of product. 

The practice of contract bidding on the 
yearly rebinding requirements of libraries 
is increasing. This is sometimes required 
by law; it is not always desirable. One 
supervisor tells us of having seven library 
binders bid against each other and getting 
the price down to the lowest possible figure. 
Needless to say the results of the contract 
were unsatisfactory, and complaints brought 
to the attention of the committee report the 
receipt of poor, unsatisfactory work, which 
of course had been done at an extremely 
low price. We all agree that price is some- 
thing no library can afford to ignore, but 
it must be obvious that no binder can deliver 
goods up to specification if the price quoted 
is below the cost of necessary materials. 

One member of our committee writes: 
“Tt appears that, in parts of the middle west, 
incautious acceptance of low price deter- 
mined through competitive bidding is a 
growing practice and one that is certain to 
prove detrimental and costly. I think our 
committee should counsel librarians to be 
extremely alert and wary since, in present 
economic conditions, acceptance of low price 
binding is unusually tempting.” 

Another member writes: “It would seem 
to me that this binding problem in libraries 
might be handled much the same way that 
contractors and contracts for buildings are 
handled in some city administrations. When 
bids are submitted on a certain piece of 
work, they are inspected to see if the lowest 
bid is too low for satisfactory construction, 
or if the contractor has submitted so low a 
bid that he will fail and be unable to com- 
plete his contract or must use poor material. 
The bid accepted would be the lowest feasi- 
ble. One might know that with too low 
price for binding, a cut in cost must be made 
somewhere. There is only one item which 
one may well be sure will not be cut. That 
is the commercial binder’s profit.” 

This same member reports that the bind- 
ing situation in his library gives neither 
trouble nor worry. This is because they 
send their work to a binder in whose in- 
tegrity and ability they have confidence. 
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This confidence is maintained by quality 
work at reasonable price. Another member 
from California reports the same, receiving 
satisfactory results from a binder of many 
years. experience, with a reputation for 
good, safe work. It is suggested that when 
there is doubt as to workmanship and qual- 
ity, a discarded or useless volume be sent to 
the binder for rebinding, and its dissection 
when returned will soon disclose its merits 
or its shortcomings. 

The supervisor should have more than a 
superficial knowledge of specifications and 
processes. Ability to judge quality of 
thread, binders’ board, glue, backlinings, 
joints, end papers, book covering materials, 
and excellence of gold lettering are helpful. 
Acquisition of this knowledge is not difficult, 
because one may easily obtain samples of 
standard products from the manufacturers 
ot the best bookbinding materials, and by 
examination and comparison soon discover 
which goods have the desired quality. Ex- 
travagant claims of some manufacturers and 
high pressure salesmen must be taken with 
the proverbial “grain of salt,” the proof 
being secured by test, use, and good advice 
from competent authority. Visits to bind- 
eries for the purpose of visualizing opera- 
tions are quite helpful. 

Rebound books should be examined as 
soon as received and the following points 
carefully considered: 


Sewing 


The result of this process will determine 
just how securely the leaves of the book are 
held together. As most rebound books are 
oversewn by machine, one must see that 
sections of the book are not too thick. 
When this occurs the book is apt to break 
between sections. If sections are too thin, 
the needles and punches of the machine per- 
forate the pages, causing them to fall out. 
The sections should be of exact thickness 
and the thread, of cotton, should be strong 
and of the best grade. For books sewed 
by hand, a linen thread of proper thickness 
for the size of the book should be used. 


Glue 


After books are sewed, a coating of glue 
1s put on the back. It is essential that the 


glue used for this purpose remain flexible 
after setting. Flexible glue is specially pre- 
pared, and a good grade costs more than 
ordinary glues. A low cost ordinary glue 
becomes very brittle, causing thread and 
cloth to break easily. 


Linings 

It is important that the back lining of a 
book should be a strong fabric. Medium 
weight canton flannel or good muslin makes 
suitable linings. Ordinary supers should 
never be used, but there has appeared what 
is termed “Legal Super,” which has extra 
strong warp threads woven at close inter- 
vals, and this is sufficiently strong for small 
or very thin books. 


Binders’ Board 


The average person gives little thought 
to the quality of the boards used in the bind- 
ing of the book he handles. When a book 
is bound, the binder may cover an inferior 
board with cloth or leather and thus make 
the volume appear well bound—while it 
is new. Such a book subjected to hard 
usage, however, will soon disclose the qual- 
ity of the boards, as the corners and edges 
of the covers will be battered and squashed. 
Pasted chip board and news board, regard- 
less of what trade names they are sold by, 
should never be used. A smooth, hard 
rolled, binders’ board is recommended. For 
books demanding special attention, a full tar 
binders’ board or an English mill board 
should be used. The supervisor should pro- 
cure samples of binders’ board for examina- 
tion and comparison and should insist that 
the binders’ board used be of the quality 
necessary for good work. 


Book Cloth 


Durability and wearing properties of book 
cloth depend largely on the quality of cotton 
yarn, the amount of cotton, and the finishing 
of the gray goods used. In other words, the 
strength of the finished cloth will depend 
upon the weight of the cotton in the basic 
fabric. The fabric in ordinary common 
book cloths before finishing is little better 
than cheesecloth, while that used for good 
buckram is like a close woven, strong, light 
canvas built for hard wear. One must not 
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be misled by mere surface appearance of the 
cloth, but gauge its durability by the strength 
of the basic fabric. 

Therefore, our advice to librarians and 
supervisors is to become familiar with the 
best materials. For libraries not having 
their own binderies, we strongly urge the 
selection of a binder upon whose integrity, 
fair dealing, reasonable prices, and ability 
to produce satisfactory results you can rely. 

LeoNarRD BALz 

Mary BarmBy 

RANDALL FRENCH 
Viotet J. Rocers 

JoHN ARCHER, Chairman 


Book BuyYING 

The Book Buying Committee has not had 
the pleasure of seeing any of its projects 
brought to a conclusion during the past 
year, but it has the questionable enjoyment 
of realizing that it has several incomplete 
plans now under way. 

Realizing that there are often available 
a number of editions of popular titles which 
are in constant replacement demand and that 
a selected list of preferred editions is not 
readily available in most libraries, the com- 
mittee has undertaken the preparation of a 
replacement list which will include: 

a. About five hundred or more titles of 
popular fiction which are replaced annually 
by public libraries. 

b. One or more editions preferred for 
severe circulation use, choice to be based on 
price and quality of the book. 

c. One or more editions preferred for 
reading room collections, selection to be 
based on attractiveness of illustrations, 
format, binding, and price. 

d. Some popular authors, not in use in 
all libraries, to be excluded. 

e. Some good authors of limited appeal, 
not in heavy circulation demand, to be ex- 
cluded. 

f. The physical qualifications of the book, 
such as paper, type, width of inner margins, 
and binding, will be taken into consideration. 

g. Titles which the committee considers 
good enough for replacement by small li- 
braries will be starred. 

Such a replacement list should prove of 
value not only in selecting the most satis- 
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factory edition of a title of which several 
editions exist, but also in effecting economies 
in ordering and cataloging if replacements 
of numbers of these titles were ordered in 
quantity at definite times throughout the 
year. Libraries with inadequate equipment 
of trade bibliographies should find it partic 
ularly useful. The A. L. A. plans to pub- 
lish the completed list. It is hoped by 
publication of this check list to obtain more 
and better cheap editions of standard books, 
If no satisfactory cheap edition of a popv- 
lar title exists the list will show this. 

In connection with the compilation of the 
replacement list, a study of the physical 
specifications of books from the library 
standpoint will be made by an advanced 
student of the Columbia University School 
of Library Service. As a result of this 
study, it is hoped that an analysis of physical 
specifications of books of at least two grades 
—popular circulating and much-used refer- 
ence books—can be prepared, which will aid 
the librarian in evaluating new editions 
when they are offered. The possibility of 
adding other classes such as anthologies, 
poetry, short stories, drama, and popular 
non-fiction, as well as the problem of keep- 
ing the list up to date, is now being con- 
sidered. About twenty-one libraries of 
various sizes, located in different parts of 
the country, are codperating in the prepara- 
tion of the list. 

During the year the committee has lodged 
a vigorous protest with German publishers 
against the increased cost of German peri- 
odicals, particularly those in the scientific 
field. Letters embodying the resolutions 
passed by the College and Reference Section 
at the New Haven conference were sent to 
four publishing organizations, as well as to 
the Borsenverein. Non-committal replies 
were received from two publishing organi- 
zations and a favorable one from the Bor- 
senverein. The committee followed up its 
protest by presenting a letter to Dr. Jiirgens 
of the Notgemeinschaft der Deutschen 
Wissenschaft at Berlin, calling particular at- 
tention to the current practice of a number 
of publishers of scientific periodicals in pub- 
lishing expensive Festschrift volumes in 
honor of scientists who scarcely deserve @ 
form of recognition which in the past has 
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been awarded only to a few outstanding 
personalities. Attention was called further 
to the abuse of the supplementary volumes, 
which originally were small numbers con- 
taining important articles for which a place 
could not be found in the regular issue. 
Subsequent practice has been to expand 
these supplementary volumes, to add medi- 
ocre material, and to charge high prices for 
them, making the cost of both original is- 
sue and supplement considerably higher than 
was formerly the case. No reply has been 
received as yet from this communication. It 
has been brought out in this connection that 
some American publishers of periodicals 
have also advanced their prices, particularly 
within the last year or two. Protest has 
been lodged with them likewise. 

Owing to the assessment of a new charge 
for delivery of postal packages from abroad 
it was thought desirable to investigate the 
best method of shipping books from Europe. 
The first statement of the committee, pub- 
lished in the October, 1931, Bulletin (p. 
665), although based on information sup- 
plied by an official of the United States 
Treasury Department, proved to be incor- 
rect in part. A more complete and fully 
correct statement will be presented for pub- 
lication in the Bulletin at some future date. 

At the request of the Executive Board, 
the Book Buying Committee considered a 
plan whereby publishers might learn the at- 
titude of a representative group of librarians 
toward a book on a given subject, in ad- 
vance of the acceptance of the manuscript 
for publication. The procedure proposed 
was as follows: 

The publisher would send to the A. L. A. 
a brief description of the proposed book, in- 
cluding name of author, title, probable size 
and price, a word about the author, and a 
brief indication as to how the subject is 
treated. This statement would then be 
mimeographed and sent to about fifty co- 
operating librarians who would be asked 
to indicate whether in their opinion the book 
in question would fill a need, how many 
copies of it they would probably buy if the 
book, when published, was as good as the 
announcement indicated, and to add any 
comments they might care to make. Libra- 
tians would not be asked to judge the value 


of the manuscript, but only to express their 
opinions as to whether a book of the sort 
indicated was needed and to what extent. 
The publisher would pay a small fee to 
cover the expense. 

Since the majority of the libraries to 
whom the matter was proposed favored 
coéperation, the Book Buying Committee 
recommended that the project be given a 
trial and that the plan be made public by 
the secretary of the A. L. A. through the 
media of professional journals. In addition, 
the committee recommended that the state- 
ment include an invitation to librarians to 
submit recommendations for needed new 
books through the same channels. A num- 
ber of times librarians have reported to the 
committee that certain fields of knowledge 
were not adequately represented. This is 
particularly true where popular titles are 
obtainable only in expensive editions. In 
many cases it is believed a cheaper edition 
would have a considerable sale. In other 
cases, there may be a need for a well illus- 
trated edition of a popular title. 

Further progress was made on the subject 
of out-of-print books during the year, but 
nothing, as yet, has developed to a point 
where a definite statement can be made. 

The failure of the Vestal Copyright Bill 
was reported in the last annual report. As 
this report is being prepared, word has been 
received from Washington that new copy- 
right legislation is proposed, and that the 
A. L. A. will be heard by the House Com- 
mittee on Patents. The chairman expects 
to attend this meeting and urge that the 
right of public libraries to import books from 
England duty free shall be continued in the 
new bill. 

At the request of one of the larger li- 
braries on the Pacific coast, a plea was 
made through the R. L. Polk Company to 
the Association of American Directory 
Publishers for a discount to public libraries. 
No definite results had been received at the 
date this was written, but negotiations are 
still in progress. 

Cart L. CANNON, Chairman 


Book PRODUCTION 


No report. 
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CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION 


At the instance of the A. L. A. Editorial 
Committee, the question of a new edition 
of the A. L. A. List of subject headings was 
considered by the committee at its session 
in New Haven. The members present were 
of the unanimous opinion that a new edition 
was inadvisable, since the larger libraries 
are so generally using the Library of Con- 
gress list of Subject headings, and the Sears 
list is available for small libraries. The 
reports from a questionnaire circulated 
among its institution members by the Amer- 
ican Library Association were available at 
that time and showed, among the libraries 
expressing a preference for a new edition, 
that the majority wished it to be based on 
the L. C. list. This might mean that there 
is a place for an intermediate list between 
the two now in print. Another and more 
likely explanation is that many libraries, 
and probably especially those in the inter- 
mediate class, find the lack of “refer from’ 
references in the L. C. list a handicap. 


Rather than leave the matter with only 
a negative recommendation (i. e., not to 
republish the old A. L. A. list), the chair- 
man referred the subject to the chairman of 
the Regional Groups as a topic for discus- 
sion during the year. Several of the groups 
took the matter up, and the results to date 
indicate clearly that little need is felt for 
a new edition of the A. L. A. list, but that 
the “refer froms” lacking in the L. C. list 
are needed to avoid much duplicated effort 
among libraries where they must be de- 
veloped independently. A fuller report on 
this will no doubt be available in the Cata- 
logers’ and classifiers’ yearbook, in the re- 
port of the regional chairman. One paper 
on the subject, which appears to be repre- 
sentative of general opinion is, “Shall We 
Have a Fourth Edition of the A. L. A. 
List?” by Martha Rosentreter in the Michi- 
gan Library Bulletin, October, 1931. A 
means of supplying the existing lack in the 
L. C. list remains to be found. It is hoped 
that the Library of Congress may see its 
way clear to add the “refer froms” to its 
next revision. If that proves to be im- 
practicable, consideration should be given 
the compilation of a volume supplementary 
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to the L. C. list, devoted exclusively to 
“refer froms,” perhaps to be developed as 
a cooperative enterprise. 

The revision of the A. L. A. Catalog 
rules, long needed, was before the commit. 
tee. Charles Martel was appointed chair. 
man of a subcommittee to be in charge of 
the revision, the members of this subcom. 
mittee including the members of the present 
Cataloging Committee and any others Mr. 
Martel might appoint. This topic was also 
referred to the chairman of the Regional 
Groups and is being considered at many of 
the sectional meetings held this year. This 
should pave the way for the revision, by 
bringing to light the inadequacies which 
have been encountered under the present 
rules. 

With reference to the report of 1930, 
calling attention to the need for compre- 
hensive treatment of specialized aspects of 
cataloging, it is of interest to point to two 
publications, one of 1931, and the other in 
tentative mimeographed form (1932) which 
supply two of the lacks mentioned: Jn- 
cunabula and Americana, by Margaret Bing- 
ham Stillwell (Columbia University Press, 
1931), and Classification and cataloguing of 
maps and atlases, by S. W. Boggs and 
Dorothy C. Lewis of the United States De- 
partment of State. The committee had no 
part in preparing these, but is glad they 
have been published. There are other spe- 
cialized fields still to be covered, viz.: (1) a 
thorough study of procedure in handling 
serials and continuations of all sorts, with 
special reference to records; (2) the use 
of bibliographical notes; (3) document cata- 
loging; and (4) theory and practice of sub- 
ject headings. 

Rupotpw H. Gyevsness, Chairman 


CHAPTERS AND SECTIONS 


The Committee on Chapters and Sections 
received a request from a group of members 
of the A. L. A. asking that a section be 
authorized by the Council for the considera- 
tion of Library Work with Young People 
of high school age. At the Midwinter 
Meeting of the Council the committee 
recommended a postponement of the forma- 
tion of such a section. In view of the ex- 
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cellent program of this group at the New 
Haven conference it was suggested that the 
petitioners continue their round table with 
oficers and committees for annual meetings 
until their work had become so well defined 
that there was no overlapping with the 
School Section and the Section for Library 
Work with Children, or when for other 
reasons it might seem wise to advocate the 
formation of such a section. This recom- 
mendation of the committee was approved 
by the Council. 

CuHarLes V. PARK 

Mivprep H. Pope 

Bessie SARGEANT SMITH, Chairman 


Cuicaco CENTENNIAL EXPOsITION 
(1933) 


No report. 


Civit SERvICE RELATIONS 


At the meeting of the Council in New 
Haven, June 26, 1931 (Bulletin for Septem- 
ber, 1931, p. 473), at which time the Com- 
mittee on Civil Service Relations presented 
its report, the Council passed the following 
resolution : 

“Resolved, that the incoming Civil Serv- 
ice Committee be instructed to continue the 
inquiry into current trends in civil service 
as applied to libraries, with authority to 
make such arrangements as it deems proper 
and advantageous for obtaining needed as- 
sitance in the matter, with the understanding 
that the spirit of the original instructions be 
truly observed.” 

Pursuant to these instructions and the 
authority granted, the committee made un- 
successful efforts to obtain the proposed as- 
sistance from various universities with which 
library schools were connected, and located 
where members of the committee could be 
in touch with anyone taking over the detailed 
work, with a view to supervision and guid- 
ance. No one seemed available for the work 
without remuneration and the committee 
was virtually without funds. At the time 
of writing this report, therefore (February 


8, 1932), nothing more has been done in the 
matter, 


No matters have specifically been re- 
ferred to the committee during the year. 
It can report that under the direction of 
the Bureau of Public Personnel Admin- 
istration, Fred Telford, director, several 
personnel surveys have been made in various 
parts of the country involving recommen- 
dations for reclassification of library per- 
sonnel in the jurisdictions concerned. For 
example, the State Library at Sacramento, 
California, and the Public Library, Oak- 
land, California. Salary changes were also 
recommended. The reclassification plan 
was adopted for the State Library at Sacra- 
mento but no action has been taken as yet 
on the Oakland proposal as far as the library 
and certain other boards are concerned, 
though the general personnel of other city 
departments has been reclassified in accord- 
ance with the recommendations. 

In Oakland, California, at the request of 
the Library Board and by formal action of 
the City Council and Civil Service Board, 
the following positions have been removed 
from civil service: senior pages, pages, mes- 
sengers, evening attendant, auto messenger, 
branch janitors, library substitutes, museum 
substitutes, and substitute book menders. 


Joun B. Kartser, Chairman 


Cope or ETHICs 


The Committee on Code of Ethics re- 
ports discussion of several questions which 
have been presented to it by members of the 
American Library Association and others 
interested in book distribution. 

Some of the questions do not fall within 
its scope; others can be answered by refer- 
ence to sections of the Code presented to the 
American Library Association in 1930. It 
is recommended that the committee be con- 
tinued in order that similar questions may 
be referred to it. 

Marion Horton, Chairman 


CoMMITTEES 


The Committee on Committees will pre- 
sent a brief report to the Council at the 
New Orleans conference. 


Henry O. SevERANCE, Chairman 
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CONSTITUTION AND By-Laws 


No matters have been referred to the 
Constitution and By-Laws Committee for 
interpretation during the year. 

Preliminary consideration has been given 
to the following change, suggested by the 
chairman of the committee: the addition to 
the list of standing committees of a com- 
mittee on library architecture and construc- 
tion, the functions of said committee being 
to supply information to trustees and libra- 
rians who are engaged in the planning of 
new buildings or the reconstruction of old 
ones. 

ARTHUR L. BAILEY 
RatpH M. DuNBAR 
CLARENCE E. SHERMAN, Chairman 


CoOPERATION WITH THE AMERICAN 
SocrETY FOR HorRTICULTURAL SCIENCE 


The Committee on Codperation with the 
American Society for Horticultural Science 
reports that as yet little has been accom- 
plished except to ascertain the existence of 
certain publications of abstracts of current 
periodical literature in the field. The fol- 
lowing abstract journals began publication 
in 1930 or 1931 and seem to serve satisfac- 
torily for their particular subjects: 

1. Imperial Bureau of Fruit Production. 
Horticultural Abstracts. v. 1, no. 1, March, 
1931 (quarterly), East Malling, Kent, 
England. 

2. Imperial Bureau of Plant Genetics. 
Plant Breeding Abstracts (quarterly), 
1930—date, Cambridge, England. 

3. Imperial Bureau of Plant Genetics. 
Herbage Abstracts. v. 1, 1931-date. Aberyst- 
wyth, Wales. 

4. Imperial Bureau of Soil Science. Pub- 
lications relating to soils and fertilizers. 
v. I, January, 1931-date, Harpenden, Eng- 
land. 

A beginning has been made at collecting 
lists of books suited to the various divisions 
of horticulture but this task will take con- 
siderably more time. With the codperation 
of the leaders in the field of horticulture, 
it is hoped that a selected list can be made 
ready by the date of the next annual meet- 
ing. 

James A. McMILten, Chairman 
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COOPERATION WITH THE NATIONAL 
CONGRESS OF PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Coéperation with the National Congress 
of Parents and Teachers was continued, on 
well established lines, during the ten months 
covered by this report. Its importance js 
indicated by the rapid growth of the con- 
gress, now counting over a million and a 
half members. The A. L. A. committee 
serves as a clearing house for the varied 
interests of library extension, parent edu- 
cation, library work with children, and 
school libraries, all of which are included 
in the scope of the congress. 

Committee plans were made in confer- 
ence between the chairman and executive 
assistant, when the latter was in Washing- 
ton, and through circular letters to com- 
mittee members. An informal breakfast 
conference at the Midwinter Meeting 
brought together only a small part of the 
membership. The chairman, executive as- 
sistant, and George F. Bowerman had a 
luncheon conference with the president and 
general secretary of the congress in the early 
fall. 

The congress has built most of its pro- 
grams for the year on the Children’s Charter 
of the White House Conference on Child 
Health and Protection. State congresses 
have played an important part in state 
follow-up conferences. This has given the 
opportunity to bring children’s reading and 
library extension to the fore. The leaflet, 
Books in the child’s bill of rights, has 
been used freely, thanks to the Section for 
Library Work with Children, which made 
its printing possible. 

The executive assistant continued to 
serve as chairman of library extension and 
a member of the National Board of the 
N. C. P. T. and to advise with state con- 
gress chairmen. She spoke at the annual 
conventions of the Michigan congress and 
of the national congress at Hot Springs and 
at the National Conference on Parent Edu- 
cation which immediately preceded it. 
Plans are under way for participation in 
the convention at Minneapolis, in May, 
1932. The leaflet, Library service for every- 
body, was widely distributed and was some- 
what revised for reprinting this spring. 
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 


The congress has printed the following 
library material: 

Committee on Library Extension mes- 
sage. Child Welfare, November, 
1931, p. 181. 

Library extension report. In Proceed- 
ings of the N. C. P. T., 1931, pp. 
120-21. 

“Library Service in Parent Education.” 
J. W. Merrill. In Education for 
home and family. N. C. P. T., 1931, 
pp. 228-35. 

“The Machine Age, the Child, and the 
Book.” Flora de Gogorza. Child Wel- 
fare, November, 1931. Reprinted by 
permission from the A. L. A. Chil- 
dren’s Library Yearbook, No. 3, 1931. 

“Meeting the Challenge” (notes from 
J. W. Merrill’s talks at the Hot 
Springs meetings). Child Welfare, 
July-August, 1931, pp. 657-58. 

Reading report. In Proceedings of the 
N.C. P. T., 1931, pp. 142-44. 

“The Right to Books and Library Serv- 
ice.” J. W. Merrill. In Proceedings 
of the N. C. P. T., 1931, pp. 215-17. 


In the field of parent education, the co- 
operation established a year ago with Dr. 
Arlitt was continued with her successor, 
Alice Sowers, who came to headquarters for 
aconference on January 18. The N.C. P. T. 
ofice has given the A. L. A. from time to 
time advance schedules of Miss Sowers’ 
parent education conferences. The A. L. A. 
adult education office has then notified the 
state library extension agencies or indi- 
vidual libraries concerned, so that they 
might be ready to meet the demand for 
books or to set up book exhibits in con- 
nection with the conferences. Both organi- 
zations printed and distributed (each 
through its regular channels) The parents’ 
bookshelf. Dr. Arlitt discussed parent edu- 
cation at the Adult Education Round Table 
at the A. L. A. conference at New Haven. 
In her report for 1930-31 to the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, she 
says: 

“Since in any adult education, and par- 
ticularly any parent education program, 
good library facilities are essential, we wish 
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to express our deep appreciation of the 
coéperation of the librarians of every state 
in which conferences were held. . . . The 
staff of the American Library Association 
have developed a plan of state and national 
coéperation with our parent education pro- 
gram which will have a constructive effect 
for many years to come.” 
Ciara W. HeErsBeErtT, Chairman 
Juvia Wricut Merritt, 
Executive Assistant 


CooPERATIVE CATALOGING 


The Codéperative Cataloging Committee 
was organized in June, 1931. It is financed 
by a grant of $13,500, from the General 
Education Board, made to conduct an in- 
vestigation in regard to the possibilities of 
coéperative cataloging among libraries deal- 
ing with research material. 

During the fall Paul North Rice of the 
Dayton Public Library visited forty large 
libraries in the east and middle west, gather- 
ing suggestions and opinions in regard to 
coéperative cataloging. 

With the aid of fifty large libraries, de- 
tailed statistics were gathered in regard to 
the type of material added to those libraries 
and the percentage of books for which 
printed cards are available. A special study 
is now being made of the books for which 
printed cards are not available. 

Winifred Gregory began work in Janu- 
ary on a list of serial monographs not 
analyzed by the Library of Congress, which 
are analyzed by libraries in the country, or 
which libraries would like to analyze if 
printed cards were available at a reasonable 
price. 

The committee has kept in close touch 
with the Library of Congress, particularly 
with the Card Section and the Union Cata- 
log there. Its work has been aided by the 
foundations laid by Dr. Richardson in his 
long struggle to promote codperation be- 
tween libraries. 

A statement of the work of the committee 
apeared in the December, 1931, Bulletin 
of the American Library Association (p. 
711). 

A more detailed report of the informa- 
tion gathered together and a plan of action 
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to be recommended will be presented to the 
Association later in the year. 
T. FRANKLIN CURRIER 
‘ Rupo_tpH H. GJELSNESS 
J. C. M. Hanson 
MarGARET MANN 
K. D. Metcatr, Chairman 


CURRICULUM STuDy ADVISORY 


No report. 


EDITORIAL 
See page 234. 


EDUCATION 
(See School Libraries) 


FEDERAL RELATIONS 


Extension of the federal income tax to 
include librarians in tax-supported public 
libraries was the major question which con- 
fronted the committee. 

Exemption of such librarians has been 
general, and until this year the question has 
arisen chiefly in libraries which are not 
entirely tax supported, or in which the im- 
mediate control is removed from a recog- 
nized public board. 

During 1931, however, internal revenue 
collectors in several states attempted to levy 
against public librarians upon the ground 
that public libraries, regardless of the form 
of their support and control, are not a 
“necessary governmental function.” They 
sought to place public libraries in the same 
group with municipally owned public utili- 
ties, rather than with strictly governmental 
agencies. 

Protests were made to the Treasury De- 
partment, a brief was planned, and the Ex- 
ecutive Board authorized the employment 
of legal counsel, if necessary. 

Fortunately, the question has been settled 
favorably in the case of the Worcester Free 
Public Library, and this decision will no 
doubt govern the Treasury Department in 
all other cases. Former Secretary Mellon, 
in a letter to Robert K. Shaw of Worcester, 
dated February 5, 1932, says: 

“It is a well recognized duty of the State 
to establish and maintain at the expense of 
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the taxpayer a system of education, and in 
the opinion of this Department the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of libraries are 
essential to the proper discharge of this 
duty. It is, therefore, held that where a 
State or a political subdivision thereof, 
either directly or through a board of trus- 
tees controlled by the State or political sub- 
division, operates a library for the use of 
the public it is engaged in the discharge of 
a sovereign rather than a proprietary act. 
Accordingly, the compensation received by 
the employees of the Free Public Library 
of Worcester, Massachusetts, is held to be 
exempt from Federal Income tax.” 

The passing of inter-library loans through 
the United States Customs Service has 
brought difficulty to several libraries which 
have lent material to foreign libraries. This 
problem now faces the committee. 

An occasional appeal to the immigration 
authorities in behalf of foreign librarians 
wishing temporary practice work in the 
United States completed the work of the 
committee. 

JoHNsON BriGHAM 
ELIZABETH O. CULLEN 
CLARENCE B. LESTER 
Harriet C. Lone 

Joy E. Morcan 

Mites O. Price 
Epwarp H. REpsTone 
Frank L. ToLMAn 
RaLtpH Munn, Chairman 


FINANCE 
See page 289. 


Fire INSURANCE 
No report. 


HospiTAL LIBRARIES 


Each year shows a growth of interest in 
hospital libraries, and the Hospital Libraries 
Committee is encouraged with the progress 
made during the past months, regardless of 
the curtailment of activities in many depart- 
ments which libraries in general have been 
forced to make. 

Three hospital library exhibits have been 
held under committee direction. The first, 
at the American Medical Association meet- 
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ing in Philadelphia June 8 to 12, 1931, was 
in charge of H. Irene Dayton of the Naval 
Hospital Library, assisted by Ruby K. 
Ahern, librarian of the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration Hospital of that city. It was 
reported that many of the physicians in at- 
tendance at the A. M. A. meeting expressed 
interest and asked questions, not all of which 
were strictly about hospital libraries. The 
librarians found themselves called upon to 
advise the doctors regarding librarianship 
as a profession, the best library schools for 
their daughters to attend, book titles for 
gifts, the best medical classification to use 
for private collections, etc. Miss Dayton 
stated that many hospital workers, as well 
as doctors, found interest in the library ex- 
hibit and that the visitors might be divided 
into three groups: “those who stopped to 
point with pride to the library service in 
their own hospitals; those who asked the 
question ‘Why?’ and ‘What is it all about?’ 
and the larger number who understood 
‘why’ but wanted to know ‘how.’” 

The A. L. A. sign early proved to need 
interpretation to the ones who read into it 
that the American Library Association 
would go into hospitals and establish library 
service. Perhaps this was just as well, for 
it gave us an opportunity to explain the 
A. L. A., its hospital committee, the need 
for library service in hospitals, what the 
public library may be able to do for the 
hospital, the advantages of service by a li- 
brarian, value of book selection, etc. 

Doctors suggested that the Hospital Li- 
braries Committee, in addition to its work 
of educating both the medical and library 
professions along these lines, “take a more 
active part in furthering hospital library 
service; that it codperate with the American 
Hospital Association in urging that new 
hospital units include a library as part of 
necessary equipment; that follow-up letters 
be sent to interested people; that a survey 
of the field be made, with the results dis- 
seminated among the medical profession 
generally and the hospital people particu- 
larly, together with practical suggestions on 
hospital library organization.” 

The hospital library booth at the A. L. A. 
meeting in New Haven was in charge of 
Elizabeth W. Reed of the Warren Library, 





Massachusetts General Hospital, ably as- 
sisted by Mary Webster, local hospital li- 
brarian, in assembling the equipment and 
arranging the exhibit. It was so planned 
that hospital librarians were on duty in the 
booth throughout the week and were of as- 
sistance to those desiring it. Many ques- 
tions were asked, as usual, and fifty-two 
librarians signed the attendance register. 

At the American Hospital Association 
convention held in Toronto, Ontario, Sep- 
tember 28 to October 2, this committee was 
fortunate in having the willing services of 
Mary H. MacGregor, librarian of the 
Dovercourt Branch of the local public li- 
brary, to plan and assemble the exhibit, and 
Alice A. Crosby of the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration Hospital, Camp Custer, Michigan, 
to assist her during the convention. 

The Toronto Public Library and one of 
the children’s hospitals furnished books; 
the Colson Company supplied a_ hospital 
book truck; two kinds of book rests were 
exhibited; and, with suitable furniture, 
flowers, pictures, and posters, the hospital 
library corner received its share of attention. 
One of the most attractive posters contrib- 
uted to the exhibit was from the Presby- 
terian Hospital of Chicago, of which Selma 
Lindem, a member of this committee, is 
librarian. There were many A. H. A. 
visitors who showed their interest in the 
work of hospital libraries. 

At all three exhibits literature was dis- 
tributed which included in limited numbers 
reprints of The prescription of literature, a 
most excellent article by Dr. Gerald B. 
Webb of Colorado Springs. 

A complete report of the round table 
meeting held in New Haven June 24, at 
which Clarence W. Sumner, Hospital Li- 
braries Committee member, presided, was 
given in the September, 1931 Bulletin (pp. 
538-542). About two hundred were in at- 
tendance, and the group felt highly honored 
in having two distinguished presidents as 
guests: Mr. Strohm of the American Li- 
brary Association and Dr. Sexton of the 
American Hospital Association. 

The value of hospital libraries received 
marked official recognition when for the 
first time a representative of this group pre- 
sented a paper covering the subject of hos- 
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pital libraries at a general sessions program 
of the Association. 

How vital and timely the interest in this 
branch of library service has become is at- 
tested by the number of group meetings be- 
ing held, as well as by the number of letters 
directed to committee members on this sub- 
ject from individuals and public libraries, 
and in addition to requests for speakers 
at various meetings. 

Hospital round tables have been held in 
connection with several state association 
meetings, among them Connecticut, Indiana, 
Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, and 
Pennsylvania. Some of these held their first 
meetings in 1931; others are pioneers in the 
movement. Minnesota celebrated on Octo- 
ber 9 the tenth birthday of hospital libraries 
in that state. 

At the Connecticut meeting Miss Reed 
represented this committee. At the Indiana 
meeting Dr. Thompson of the Indiana 
School of Medicine, who was one of the 
speakers, requested that a resolution be 
passed urging the establishment of hospital 
library service in all hospitals of the state. 
Accordingly such a resolution was adopted 
and forwarded to the Indiana Hospital As- 
sociation. The Executive Board of the 
Iowa Library Association has granted the 
request of the hospital librarians of that 
state for a permanent section at the annual 
meeting. Michigan’s enthusiastic hospital 
library meeting was held at the Veterans’ 
Hospital, Camp Custer, with its librarian, 
Miss Crosby, in charge. Gertrude Edwards 
directed the meeting for hospital librarians 
in Ohio, and Adeline M. Macrum presided 
over Pennsylvania’s first meeting for hos- 
pital librarians. The committee has worked 
during the year to promote interest in these 
group meetings. California has expressed 
a desire to have such a meeting at its annual 
library convention in Santa Barbara in May 
of this year, and others are planned for the 
coming months. It is regretted that ac- 
counts of some of the meetings held are not 
in the hands of the chairman for inclusion, 
and it is hoped that in the future the re- 
sponsible head of each group of hospital 
librarians holding meetings will send a notice 
to the chairman of the Hospital Libraries 
Committee for mention in the annual report. 
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Fifty-three letters have been sent out to 
state and provincial library agencies in an 
effort to determine to what extent hospitals 
are being served by libraries. Replies jn- 
dicate a growing interest in this branch of 
library work and point to the desirability 
of devoting more time to its development 
than any committee member has to spare 
from regular duties. It is our cherished 
dream that sooner or later the information 
obtained from these letters may be made 
available to the public in printed form, for 
its better understanding of this field of work 
and for its judgment as to future plans for 
development. Catherine P. Walker, the 
Georgia committee member, has brought to- 
gether enlightening facts about hospital li- 
brary conditions in that state. 

The committee is encouraged by the year’s 
work, although acutely aware that the sur- 
face only is being touched and that time is 
lacking to dig beneath and lay the concrete 
foundation deserved by so ideally useful and 
necessary a structure as hospital library 
service. 

It also realizes that this is only one of 
the many branches of library work being 
fostered by the American Library Associa- 
tion and feels deeply grateful to its officials, 
who, if not endowed with Aladdin-like 
powers, at least ~ecognize the value of li- 
brary work in hospitals by giving it all 
possible support and are fully in accord with 
its expressed purposes. 


ELIzABETH Pomeroy, Chairman 


INDEX TO ART PERIODICALS 


The Committee on Index to Art Period- 
icals has but little activity to report for this 
past year. Its membership has been in- 
creased by the addition of Rachel Sedeyn, 
head of the Art Reference Department of 
the Pratt Institute Free Library. The com- 
mittee has acted solely in an advisory capac- 
ity to the H. W. Wilson Company, which is 
now publishing the Index. 

The second annual cumulation appeared 
in October, 1931, and work has been started 
on the “foundation volume,’ destined to 
carry the Art index back to 1920. As a 
part of this work the committee has gone 
over carefully a list of all titles considered 
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for inclusion in the Index and has compiled 
a list which will be submitted to all present 
and potential subscribers. 

The reconciliation of the desires and needs 
of large and small, scholarly and public, 
libraries presents an ever recurring diff- 
culty. As nearly as we can learn, the Index 
now meets a majority of needs of the or- 
dinary sized library whose demands are 
not too specialized, and with normal future 
growth and expansion, we shall hope to 
meet more fully the demands of specialists 
in the field. 

GLapys CALDWELL 

James THAYER GEROULD 

H. M. LypENBERG 

RACHEL SEDEYN 

E. Louise Lucas, Chairman 


INSTITUTION LIBRARIES 


(See Libraries in Correctional Institu- 
tions ) 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 
No report. 


LEGISLATION 


PART I 
SUMMARY OF LIBRARY LEGISLATION, 1931 


State Grants 


The increasing financial difficulties of the 
states made it increasingly difficult to ob- 
tain legislation involving liberal state appro- 
priations. Bills to provide state grants for 
county libraries were introduced in Illinois, 
New York, and Pennsylvania. The Penn- 
sylvania bill was the only one passed and this 
with a small appropriation of $20,000. State 
aid is granted on a sliding scale and varies 
from 20 per cent of the county library 
appropriation in populous counties to 125 
per cent in sparsely populated counties. The 
law also provides for a demonstration and 
circulation book collection for use in coun- 
ties proposing county libraries. 

_ Illinois proposed a plan to aid county 
libraries in meeting the initial high cost of 
such institutions. The county library rate 
ot two-thirds of a mill in many counties is 


insufficient to permit satisfactory service, 
especially as property valuations have seri- 
ously declined. The bill proposed a state 
biennial appropriation of $25,000. For the 
first year after establishment, a county 
might receive from the state an amount 
equal to one-half its library expenditure 
but not to exceed $6,000; for the second 
year, one-third of its expenditures but not 
to exceed $4,000; and for the third year, 
one-sixth of its expenditures but not to 
exceed $2,000. The bill represented the 
best thought of the Illinois Library Associ- 
ation and the State-wide Extension Com- 
mittee. 

New York again introduced its county 
library bill proposing state grants equal to 
county library expenditures and making 
minor changes in the provisions of the pres- 
ent law. An active campaign under the 
leadership of the New York Library Asso- 
ciation won much support, but was unable 
to secure the passage of the bill. 

Congress, in a more liberal spirit than 
that shown by the states, appropriated 
$1,000,000 for an annex to the Library of 
Congress and authorized contracts for addi- 
tional construction to the amount of 
$5,500,000. 


Regional Libraries 


Most county library laws permit con- 
tracts between counties for library service. 
A further step has been taken in Michigan 
where the state librarian is directed to make 
surveys and promote a coéperative service 
to library regions including more than one 
county. The cost is shared equally by the 
ceéperating counties, except that the county 
including the headquarters pays 10 per cent 
more than the other counties. Cities of 
5,000 or more population maintaining public 
libraries may be exempt. Thus the area of 
library service grows constantly larger. 


Library Commissions and State Libraries 


A bill to establish a library commission in 
Alabama passed the legislature, but was 
vetoed by the governor. Bills to abolish 
the library commission or to transfer its 
functions to other state agencies failed in 
Nebraska and Oklahoma. Montana again 
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failed to make an appropriation for the 
library extension commission, and West Vir- 
ginia failed to pass a bill providing funds 
for the library commission. A consolidation 
of government bill in Wisconsin would have 
placed the free library commission under 
the state department of education. 

Maine placed the state library under the 
supervision of the state department of edu- 
cation. Arkansas placed the free library 
service bureau under the state board of 
education, but, at the request of the librarian 
and the commissioner of education, an ad- 
visory committee of five citizens was named 
to work with the bureau. 

Appropriations for library commissions 
showed many drastic reductions. It is 
believed that these are temporary accom- 
modations to present state retrenchment 
policies. Fifteen states report increased 
appropriations for 1931-32; eleven states 
report decreased appropriations. 


Public Libraries 


Arkansas enacted a modern public library 
law, by which library boards are given wide 
powers. The act authorizes contract serv- 
ice to municipalities, counties, etc. 

Delaware has redrafted and improved its 
public library law. In this state the school 
district is the library district. School dis- 
tricts are divided into three classes on the 
basis of population with separate tax limits 
for each. The state grants a sum equal to 
one-half the local support whether from 
private guarantee or tax within the maxi- 
mum set for the class. 

Illinois has materially clarified the mu- 
nicipal library law and more definitely estab- 
lished the status and authority of library 
trustees especially in reference to financial 
powers. 

South Carolina authorized school dis- 

ricts to establish public libraries. 

Missouri proposed a_ constitutional 
amendment to meet the problem of counties 
affected by the constitutional tax limitation. 
Library taxes were to enjoy the same privi- 
leges as school taxes in not being included 
in determining the legal limit. Texas intro- 
duced a similar measure proposing a maxi- 
mum library tax of two mills outside of the 
constitutional limitation. 
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County Libraries 


New county library legislation was pro. 
posed and failed in Idaho and North Dakota 
and was vetoed by the governor in Wash- 
ington. 

Iowa proposed a law to require the county 
supervisors, on petition of twenty-five vot- 
ers, to provide rural library service through 
contract or to submit the question of a 
county library to vote of the electors, 

Florida passed a county library law pre- 
pared and supported by the Florida Library 
Association. 

Ohio amended its county library law to 
render less protracted the process of estab- 
lishing a county library. A hearing before 


a probate judge takes the place of the refer- 


endum vote. 
PART II 


NEW LEGISLATION INCLUDING AMEND- 
MENTS TO OLDER STATUTES 


THE UnitTep STATES OF AMERICA 
Books for the Blind 


An appropriation of $100,000 to the 
Library of Congress is authorized to pro- 
vide books for adult blind residents of the 
United States. (U. S. Stats., 1931, pt. 1, 
Pub. Laws, Sess. III, ch. 400) 

An appropriation, as authorized above, of 
$100,000 is made. (U. S. Stats., 1931, pt. 
1, Pub. Laws, Sess. III, ch. 526) 


Library of Congress—Annex 


An appropriation of $1,000,000 is made 
for an annex to the Library of Congress, 
and, in addition, the architect of the Capitol 
is authorized to contract for additional 
construction to the extent of $5,500,000. 
(U. S. Stats., 1931, pt. 1, Pub. Laws, Sess. 
III, ch. 234) 


ARKANSAS 
Public Library Law 
Public libraries or reading rooms may be 
established and maintained by municipali- 


ties. A tax not to exceed one-half mill is 
authorized. In cities of the first class an 
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: election is required on petition of 5 per cent 
of the voters. The powers and duties of 
trustees are defined. A separate library 

. fund is to be kept by the city treasurer. The 


board determines expenditures, has power 


to buy sites and erect buildings, sell and dis- 


’ pose of property, and receive bequests and 


gifts. “Said Board shall have the power to 
appoint a librarian qualified by education, 
training, experience and personality, who 
shall serve at the will of the Board. They 
shall have power to appoint necessary assist- 
ants and other members of the staff, basing 
their appointment on the recommendation 
of the librarian.” The act authorizes con- 
tract service to non-residents, neighboring 
municipalities, or counties. An annual item- 
ized report to the city council is required, to 
include financial statement, bookstock, cir- 
culation, gifts, bequests, contracts and ex- 
tension service, and budget requirements. 
(Acts of Ark., 1931, no. 177) 


Library Service Bureau 


The state board of education is made the 
advisory committee of the free library 
service bureau. The codification of educa- 
tion laws reénacts the essential provisions of 
the act establishing the free library service 
bureau, except that the special advisory 
board is discontinued. The effect is to place 
the bureau completely within the board of 
education. 

(At the request of the librarian of the 
bureau and the commissioner of education, 
the state board of education resolved to 
create an Advisory Committee of five citi- 
zens to work with the free library service 
bureau. Appointed for an indeterminate 
period, the board will hold meetings at the 
call of the commissioner of education.) 
(Acts of Ark., 1931, no. 169, s. 21) 


CALIFORNIA 


Incorporated Libraries 


Directors of libraries incorporated under 
this statute may elect officers or fill vacan- 
cies caused by death or otherwise, subject 
to the approval of the commissioner of 
corporations of the state. Formerly the 
chief justice of the supreme court approved 


such election. (Stats. & Amendments to 
Codes, Calif., 1931, ch. 114, 871) 


Unincorporated Towns 


The library act authorizing the formation 
of library districts is amended to permit the 
registration of library district warrants and 
to provide that unpaid warrants bear in- 
terest at the rate of 6 per cent until funds 
are available. (Stats. & Amendments to 
Codes, Calif., 1931, ch. 998) 


County Teachers’ Libraries 


County teachers’ libraries are authorized 
to be established by county superintendents 
of schools and the cost may be paid from 
available school funds. County libraries are 
authorized to administer these teachers’ li- 
braries, the expense to be met from school 
moneys. (Stats. & Amendments to Codes, 
Calif., 1931y ch. 1212) 


State Médical Library 

A sthte medical library is created under 
the dirbetion of the regents of the Univer- 
sity of California, with branches to be estab- 
lished at the university’s medical schools at 
San Francisco and Los Angeles. Support is 
provided from the contingent fund of the 
board of medical examiners. (Stats. & 
Amendments to Codes, Calif., 1931, ch. 699) 


County Librarians’ Salaries 


Changes in population of counties have 
required passing of many laws to conform 
with the new classification of counties. 
Salary schedules for certain counties are in- 
creased. “As the law now provides, of the 
46 counties with county library service, 28 
county librarians’ salaries are included in 
county government acts; 7 county librarians’ 
salaries are provided for in amendments to 
section 9, County Library Law; 4 counties 
carry on county library work by having the 
city library function as a county library 
(Section 16, County Library Law) ; 2 coun- 
ties are served by adjacent county libraries 
(Section 5, County Library Law); and 5 
counties have county charters which take 
precedence over County Library Law.” 
(Stats. & Amendments to Codes, Calif., 
1931) 
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County Law Libraries 


Support for county law libraries is ex- 
panded by extending small fees, to be used 
for support of such libraries, to suits in any 
justice’s court and to additional parties to 
the suits. (Stats. & Amendments to Codes, 
Calif., 1931, ch. 674, 896) 


School Libraries 


City and county boards of education are 
required to report to the county superintend- 
ent of schools, on or before June 1 of each 
year, on books purchased and the cost thereof 
and on other statistics required. (Stats. & 
Amendments to Codes, Calif., 1931, ch. 
1004, S. 4) 

Every superintendent of schools in the 
state is required to account for purchases 
from the library fund by reporting before 
July 20 to the state superintendent of pub- 
lic instruction the number and cost of books 
purchased. The penalty is forfeiture of 
$100 salary. (Stats. & Amendments to 
Codes, Calif., 1931, ch. 1004 s. 1) 


State Employees Retirement System 


Retirement compensation and death bene- 
fits are provided by contribution of individ- 
ual employees and by state appropriations. 
Retirement is set at age 60-75. Re- 
tirement allowance consists of three parts, 
(1) an annuity purchased by employees’ 
contributions, with (2) pension equal 
thereto and (3) a proportional added sum 
for employees with service prior to January 
I, 1932, both (2) and (3) being contributed 
by the state. Rates of contribution for males 
vary from 2.62 per cent of compensation 
at age 16 to 6.16 per cent at 64, and for 
females from 2.77 per cent at 16 to 7.02 
per cent at 64. (Stats. & Amendments to 
Codes, Calif., ch. 700) 


DELAWARE 
State Librarian 


The salary of the state librarian is fixed 
at $1,800. (Laws of Del., 1931, ch. 6) 


State Library Funds 


The state treasurer is made the deposi- 
tory of all income of the state library from 
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taxes or other sources. 
1931, ch. 44) 


Free Public Libraries 


The school district is used as the tax and 
service unit for public libraries. A revision 
of the school district library law provides 
that any school district may become a pub- 
lic library district. The districts are classi- 
fied on the basis of population into three 
classes and a minimum and maximum tax js 
set for each class. Income may come from 
tax or from a guaranteed private source, 
In either event, the state grants to the 
library board an amount equal to one-half 
the sum certified by the library commission 
as expended during the last year within the 
limits set for tax support. The state grant 
must be expended for approved books. 
(Laws of Del., 1931, ch. 71) 


(Laws of Del, 


FLoRIDA 
County Library Law 


County commissioners are empowered to 
establish county libraries after a favorable 
vote at an election. An election is required 
on petition of 25 per cent of the voters. The 
governor appoints a library board of five 
members, who appoint a librarian and 
assistants, fix salaries, and are required to 
make an annual report. The library board 
may contract with a local library’ to give 
service to the county. A maximum tax of 
one mill is authorized. 

This bill was prepared by the Florida 
Library Association, after much delibera- 
tion and discussion. A first draft was sub- 
mitted to the library association and some 
changes were made to insure the passage of 
the bill. (Laws of Fla., 1931, ch. 14756) 


GEORGIA 
County Library 
The county appropriation to Thomas 
County Library was authorized at $600 a 
year, to conform to the 1930 population. 
(Georgia Laws, 1931, ch. 183) 


ILLINOIS 


Library Employees’ Pension Fund 
The pension law formerly applied only to 
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libraries in cities having a population of 
more than 100,000 inhabitants. The new 
amendment makes it apply only to cities of 
more than 500,000 population. 

Until the last census Chicago was the 
only Illinois city with more than 100,000 
population. Peoria has now reached 105,000. 
The purpose of the bill was to exempt the 
city of Peoria. (Cahill’s Rev. Stats., 1931, 
ch. 81, par. 51) 


Municipal Library Law 

A general amendment of the municipal 
library law provides that the voters of an 
incorporated town, village, or township shall 
elect library directors at the election called 
to establish a free public library and vote a 
library tax. Two new directors are elected 
at regular elections for two-year periods, 
except that, in villages under the commission 
form of government, the mayor, with the 
consent of the commissioners, appoints the 
library directors. Where there is no free 
public library, fifty taxpayers may petition 
and bring about an election on establishing a 
library district, on levying a library tax, 
and on the election of six directors. These 
directors may contract, hold property, and 
have all the other powers of library trustees. 
A town, village, or township which has a 
library with a duly elected board of direc- 
tors may be established as a library district 
by vote of the taxpayers. The directors of 
the library are continued as trustees of the 
new library district. Ownership of the 
library property is vested in the new district. 

“The act has very materially clarified the 
library law and has more definitely estab- 
lished the status of library boards, their 
right to hold title to property, to fill vacan- 
cies, to execute mortgages, to contract for 
purchase of property on deferred payments, 
to be met with the proceeds of the special 
building and site tax as the same accrues.” 
(Cahill’s Rev. Stats., 1931, ch. 81, par. 
10, 13) 


INDIANA 
Common School Corporations in Cities of 
More than 300,000 


A revision of the law relates to the Indi- 
anapolis School Board and provides for the 


appointment of the city librarian. (Acts of 
Ind., 1931, ch. 94) 


Evansville Library 


Endowed free libraries in cities of 50,000 
to 200,000 (Evansville) are authorized to 
expend tax funds for maintenance of the 
library (including salaries), in addition to 
the purchase of reading matter. (Acts of 
Ind., 1931, ch. 17) 


Transfer of County Library 

An act was passed authorizing the boards 
of commissioners of certain counties to 
transfer the books, documents, and records 
constituting the county libraries of such 
counties and any funds belonging to and° 
constituting the county library fund to the 
Indiana Historical Society. 

The act was passed to meet conditions de- 
veloping in Marion County. (Acts of Ind., 
1¢31, ch. 62) 


Iowa 


Library Building Funds 


Library building fund levies may be used 
to pay rental for branch libraries and sta- 
tions. (Acts of Iowa, 1931, ch. 163) 


MAINE 


State Library 


A reorganization law placed the Maine 
State Library under the supervision of the 
department of education and abolished the 
old board of trustees. (Laws of Maine, 
1931, ch. 216) 


State Librarian 


The salary of. the state librarian was 
authorized to be increased by the governor 
and council to an amount not exceeding 
$4,000. (Laws of Maine, 1931, ch. 267) 


State Library Building 


Governor and council are directed to take 
immediate steps to provide an adequate state 
library building by altering the present state 
house or by the construction of a new build- 
ing. Total cost is not to exceed $500,000. 
(Maine Resolves, 1931, ch. 128) 
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“In an act to apply surplus funds toward 
state construction, the appropriation of 
$500,000 for the state library building is 
7th in order as compared to 13th in order by 
act of 1929.” (Special Laws of Maine, 
1931, ch. 131) 


MICHIGAN 
Regional Library Law 

Regional libraries serving two or more 
counties are made possible by a new law 
providing for their establishment by the 
county boards, after survey by the state 
librarian. One trustee is appointed by each 
county board. If the number is even, the 
state librarian names an additional member 
with the approval of the trustees. A regional 
librarian is selected by the trustees from a 
list of three named by the state librarian. 
The librarian must be a college graduate 
with a bachelor of arts degree, or equiva- 
lent, and a graduate of an approved library 
school, with three years’ experience in 
library work. Each county appropriates not 
less than 25 cents nor more than 75 cents 
per capita, but any city with a population of 
5,000 or more maintaining a public library 
may be exempted from the regional library 
tax and service. The county including head- 
quarters pays 10 per cent more than other 
counties. 

“This regional bill was planned to pro- 
vide library service in larger areas than the 
county library can care for, and will be 
equally practical in the metropolitan district 
around Detroit, or in the sparsely settled 
sections in the upper part of the state where 
the combination of even two counties can- 
not support adequate library service. 

“According to the terms of the new 
regional library law, each county by vote of 
the supervisors, agrees to enter into the 
coéperative plan, and thereby shares alike 
in the benefits, the cost, and the administra- 
tive responsibilities of the regional library. 
By this act Michigan was the first state in 
the Union to make provision for libraries of 
this kind.” (Laws of Michigan, 1931, no. 
250) 


County Library Law 


An amendment permits a “contract be- 
tween any existing county library and one 
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or more counties, townships, villages, cities 
or other municipalities for library service, 
This bill was designed to allow existing 
county libraries to extend their service to 
areas falling naturally within their districts 
but cut off from such service by arbitrary 
political boundaries.” (Pub. Acts of Mich., 
1931, no. 249) 


School Law 


The general school law was amended to 
clarify the right of a board of education to 
operate both a public library and a museum, 
(Pub. Acts of Mich., 1931, no. 43) 


Boards of Trustees 

The public library law was amended, 
reducing the membership of municipally 
controlled libraries from nine to five, and 
for libraries established by petition, from 
nine to six. This facilitates good supervision 
and helps in obtaining quorums. The act 
allows contracts between townships and 
existing libraries to be terminated on six 
months’ notice. This obviates the necessity 
of an election every three years. (Pub. 
Acts of Mich., 1931, no. 248) 


MonTANA 


Library Tax Funds 


Tax support of libraries in all cities and 
towns of more than 750,000 (formerly 
1,000,000) population may now be levied at 
not more than two and one-half mills on the 
dollar, on approval of the majority of the 


taxpayers affected. (Laws of Mont., 1931, 
ch. 32) 


Law Fund 


Unexpended moneys in the license tax 
fund transferred to the law library fund 
may be used for general improvement of 
the law library and furniture and equip- 
ment. The former law limited expenditures 
to current expenses. (Laws of Mont, 
1931, ch. 9) 


NEBRASKA 


Library Tax Rate 


Cities of 1,000 to 5,000 population may 
levy a maximum of one and one-half mills 
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on the dollar of actual property valuation, 
while all other communities are limited to 
one mill. (Laws of Neb., 1931, ch. 98) 


New HAMPSHIRE 
State Aid 
The appropriation bill in 1931 for the 
first time carried a fund of $1,000 to carry 
out the provisions of the state aid section of 
the Library Commission Law. (N. H. 
Laws, 1931, ch. 174) 


New Mexico 

State Documents 

A new law provides that all state depart- 
ments, boards, and institutions shall supply 
three copies of all their publications to the 
state law library, one copy of each to be 
transferred to the library of the state mu- 
seum. (The librarian of the state museum 
is also the director of the state library 
extension service, and the headquarters of 
the service are at the museum.) (Laws of 
N. M., 1931, ch. 154) 


School Maintenance Fund 


A “State Rural Aid Fund” has been cre- 
ated, to be disbursed by the state board of 
education, a part of which is devoted to 
purchasing books for the rural school 
libraries of the state. (Laws of N. M., 
1931, ch. 5) 


Oux10 
Library Property 


An amendment to the law relating to 
mutilation of library property extends its 
provisions to include any damage wilfully 
or wantonly done, long detention of library 
property, infringement of rules, and offen- 
sive conduct of a reader in a library. (Ohio 
Laws, 1931, H. B. 229) 


County Law Libraries 


Allowance to county law libraries of 
funds from fines paid in municipal and police 
courts is now limited to $6,000 in any 
court. (Ohio Laws, 1931, H. B. 52) 


School District Library Taxes 


A new law provides that school district 
libraries shall be supplied during 1932 and 
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1933 from the tax on intangibles for losses 
from limitations on library tax levies. The 
constitution was amended to provide for 
taxation of intangible property, and levies 
outside of the fifteen-mill limit for operat- 
ing expense of any political subdivision were 
prohibited. School districts were affected to 
the extent of one mill. The bill supplies 
revenue for approximately one hundred and 
fifty school districts from the tax on intan- 


gibles. (Ohio School Laws, s. 6, 78) 


County Library Districts 


At any regular or special session, the 
county commissioners of any county may 
adopt a resolution providing for the cre- 
ation of, and specifically describing the lim- 
its of, a proposed county library district in 
such county and may file the said resolution 
in probate court of such county. Upon the 
filing of such resolution in the probate court, 
the probate judge shall fix a day for the 
hearing thereof, not less than thirty days 
and not more than sixty days after the date 
of such filing. The law further provides 
that the management of the county library 
district be vested in a board of seven trus- 
tees, instead of five as previously provided. 
Three of the trustees are to be appointed by 
the common pleas judge, or judges, and four 
by the commissioners. The term of office is 
seven years. 

The levy is fixed at not more than one 
mill. The tax budget of the board of the 
county library district when transmitted to 
the county commissioners is to be trans- 
mitted by them to the budget commission 
without change. Any surplus or unexpended 
tax or any part thereof may be set aside by 
a two-thirds vote of the members of the 
board as a special building, repairs and insur- 
ance fund. Notes and bonds of the county 
may be issued for the acquisition of land 
and the construction and equipment of one 
or more library buildings after favorable 
vote of the people of the county. All funds 
provided for by the issue of county bonds 
or notes are to be deposited in a special 
library fund which is expended only on the 
order of the county library district. The 
title of all property so acquired remains in 
the name of the county, and the consent of 
the county commissioners is essential to its 
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ultimate sale or disposition, but the board 
of the county library district has full charge 
of the building, with the power to do all 
things as if it held title to the same. 

The law further provides that county, 
township, municipal, and school district 
libraries, supported in whole or in part by 
tax levies on property in any county having 
an assessed valuation of at least two-thirds 
of the total valuation of all property in said 
county, may be transformed into a county 
library district, having boundaries coexten- 
sive with the county. Upon the filing with 
the county commissioners of the county of 
a resolution of the governing board and 
upon the acceptance of the terms of such 
resolution by the county commissioners of 
said county, a county library district, having 
boundaries coextensive with the county, is 


created. (Ohio Laws, 1931, S. B. 61) 


PENNSYLVANIA 
County Library Law 


An amendment to the municipal and 
county library law provides that, in a ref- 
erendum, only the district to be covered by 
a county library shall vote on it; a town 
having a free public library, supported in 
any way, may be exempt from the vote and 
the county library tax, unless it chooses to 
become a part of the county system; any 
town not already in the county system may 
become a part of it; property of a library 
joining the county library may be owned by 
the original library and, under terms of a 
written agreement, the use of books and 
other property is arranged by the county 
commissioner and the library board. (Pur- 
don’s Pa. Stats., 1931, ch. 16) 


State Aid for County Libraries 


The law grants state aid for county 
libraries, such aid being proportioned on a 
sliding scale based on a classification of 
counties and running from 20 per cent of 
the county appropriation for third-class 
counties to 125 per cent for those in the 
eighth class) The maximum appropriation 
from the state may be $2,500 in one year 
for any county. The new law also provides 
for a book collection to be used for demon- 
trations and circulation purposes in counties 
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where it is proposed to establish county 
libraries. The books may remain two years 
in each county. The sum of $20,000 was 
appropriated for this work. (Purdon’s Pa 
Stats., 1931, ch. 16) 


SouTH CAROLINA 


School District Public Libraries 

School districts are empowered to estab- 
lish and maintain public libraries on the 
same terms and conditions as cities, towns, 
and counties. (Stats. at Large of S. C, 
1931, ch. 159) 


WISCONSIN 


Civil Service 

The civil service law is amended to 
include state librarians in the classified 
service. The positions affected include the 
professional staff, including the superin- 
tendent, librarians, apprentice librarians, 
and research assistants in any library or 
museum maintained wholly or in part at 
state expense. (Wis. Laws, 1931, ch. 424) 


ALASKA 


Librarian 


The salary of the librarian and curator 
of the territorial historical library and 
museum is increased from $2,400 to $3,000. 
(Alaska Laws, 1931, ch. 29) 


DoMINION OF CANADA 
Copyright 


Publishers of every book published in 
Canada shall file with the librarian of 
Parliament two copies of each edition of 
such work. (Canada Stats., 1931, 21-22, 
Geo. V, ch. 8) 


PART III 
PROPOSED LEGISLATION NOT ENACTED IN 
1931 
ALABAMA 


A bill to establish a state library commis- 
sion was vetoed by the governor. 
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Proposed, a commission of five to be 
appointed by the governor, their duties in- 
cluding library extension, operation of 
traveling libraries, and, if desired, library 
instruction and library institutes. A direc- 
tor and assistants were to be appointed by 
the commission. Annual reports were to 
be obtained from all free public libraries in 
the state and a report was to be made to 
the governor each year. A fifteen-thousand- 
dollar appropriation was requested. 


CALIFORNIA 


Law Librarians 

A bill proposed that the law librarians be 
allowed to attend the annual meeting of the 
American Law Library Association at the 
expense of the county. (Assembly Bill 1129) 


School Library Fund 


It was proposed that school library funds 
paid to a county library be used exclusively 
for the purchase of apparatus and books 
for the school library branches. (Assembly 
Bill 250) 


IDAHO 


A proposed county library law failed to 
pass. 


ILLINOIS 


State Aid for County Libraries 


A bill proposed reimbursement to any 
county establishing a county library. State 
grants were contemplated to be, respectively : 
one-half of the cost of the first year’s serv- 
ice, not to exceed $6,000; for the second 
year, one-third of the cost, not to exceed 
$4,000; and for the third year, one-sixth of 
the cost, not to exceed $2,000. The county 
library board would report its expenditures 
to the library extension division of the state 
library, which would authorize reimburse- 
ment. Twenty-five thousand dollars was to 
be appropriated for the biennium. (House 


Bill 263) 


Library Taxes 


House Bills 121 to 123 sought to make it 
compulsory for the tax collectors to pay 
over to the treasurer of the library board 
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all money collected from the tax levied for 
library purposes every two weeks until the 
whole had been paid over. Provision was 
made for the bonding of the library treas- 
urer. 


Iowa 


County Library Service 


A proposed amendment to the municipal 
library law would have made it mandatory 
upon the county supervisors, upon the peti- 
tion of twenty-five voters, to contract with 
a library for service to the rural people or 
to submit the question of the establishment 
of a county library to the voters. (Senate 
File 253) 


MaryLAND 


County Librarians 


A proposal that county librarians in 
Maryland have at least one year’s training 
in a library school approved by the public 
library advisory commission was vetoed by 
the governor. (House Bill 66) 


MICHIGAN 
A joint resolution to allow penal fines, 
now devoted exclusively to library purposes, 
to be used for general school purposes, was 
defeated. (House Joint Resolution 28) 


Missouri 
Library Tax 


A proposed constitutional amendment 
exempting the library tax from the constitu- 
tional tax limitations failed, in the final rush 
of the session, to be brought to a vote. The 
resolution is expected to be introduced again 
in 1933. Active campaigning in support of 
the proposed amendment was directed by 
the Missouri Library Association. (House 
Joint Resolution 7) 


MontTANA 


Library Extension Funds 


A proposed appropriation for expenses of 
the library extension commission, established 
in 1929, failed. 
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NEBRASKA 


Library Commission 


A proposal to abolish the Nebraska Pub- 
lic Library Commission, or to transfer it 
to other departments, was defeated, due to 
the opposition of the people and organiza- 
tions in the state. (House Roll 410) 


New YorK 
County Library Bill 


A proposed redraft of the county library 
law, providing state aid for county libraries, 
died in committee. It proposed abandoning 
the exemption provided for districts sup- 
porting libraries, also the minimum tax of 
one-third mill and the restriction as to loca- 
tion of headquarters. Funds equal to the 
county expenditure were to be paid by the 
state. 

The bill had the aetive support of the 
New York Library Association and the chief 
rural organizations. (House Bill 1342) 


NortH DAKOTA 
County Libraries 


A proposed county library law was sought 
in an amendment to the municipal law. The 
bill provided for a one-mill tax, popular 
vote, exemption of municipalities supporting 
libraries by equivalent tax, and contract 
service. Two of the five trustees must be 
women, one trustee a member of the county 
board. An added section, relating to city, 
village, and township libraries in municipali- 
ties of less than 2,000 population, proposed 
to authorize an appropriation of not more 
than $500 for books and periodicals and the 
appointment, as book committee, of three to 
select books from state lists. (House Bill 
239) 


OHI0 
State Library 


The creation of a state board of educa- 
tion was proposed, among whose duties was 
to be the function of serving as the state 
library board. (Senate Bill 190) 


A proposal to transfer the property and 
functions of the Ohio State Library to Ohio 
State University, to abolish the state library 
board, and to establish in lieu thereof g 
legislative reference bureau and _ library, 
failed of enactment. (Senate Bill 36) 


OKLAHOMA 


A bill, proposing to abolish the library 
commission or to transfer it to another de- 
partment, failed of passage. 


TEXxas 
Library Taxes 


An unsuccessful resolution to amend the 
constitution proposed that counties, cities, 
school districts, and other political subdiyi- 
sions of the state be allowed to levy library 
taxes in excess of the maximum tax limit 
not to exceed two mills on the dollar. The 
amendment was to be submitted to a vote of 
the people in November, 1932, and $5,000 
was to be appropriated for expenses. (Sen- 
ate Joint Resolution 18) 


State Librarian 


A proposal was made to remove a salary 
limit to the salary of the state librarian. 
(House Bill 277) 


WASHINGTON 
County Libraries 


A new county library law was vetoed by 
the governor. It provided that the qualified 
electors outside of places with libraries 
might vote on the establishment of the serv- 
ice. Places with libraries might join in the 
service and in the tax if they desired. Or, a 
contract might be made with a library in the 
county, and one county might contract with 
another county for service. School districts 
were to be permitted to contract for service 
if no county library had been established. 
Five trustees would be elected by the county 
commissioners, for five-year terms. The 
county librarian would report to the trustees 
in January. Taxes for the county library 
would be levied by the county commissions 
(no amounts were specified) upon the county 
and, in case of school district service, upon 
the school district. The law would apply 











e- 


ie 
‘l- 
‘it 


he 


n- 


Pa 


ons 


ply 





—_ 


ws 


<r meta 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 


to all county libraries in existence at the 
time of its taking effect and they would con- 
form to its provisions. (House Bill 78) 


WEsT VIRGINIA 


State Library Commission 


An amendment to the library law, provid- 
ing funds for the state library commission, 


failed. 


265 


WISCONSIN 


State Library Services under State Board 
of Education 


A general consolidation of state library 
administration would have been effected 
through an enlarged state board of educa- 
tion recommended by a special interim com- 


mittee. The bill failed. 


PART IV 


AMENDMENTS TO AMERICAN LIBRARY LAWS 


The following list of amendments passed 
in 1931 has been supplied by Milton James 
Ferguson, formerly state librarian of Cali- 
fornia, now chief librarian of the Public 


Library, Brooklyn, New York, as a supple- 
ment to American library laws, compiled by 
Mr. Ferguson in 1930 for the League of 
Library Commissions. 


American 
~~ Statute Amendin 
-_ . State Amended Law , 
214 United States New acts created 1931 U. S. Stats., 1931, pt. 1, 
of America Pub. Laws, Sess. II, ch. 
482; Sess. III, ch. 234 
228 ° New act created Same, Sess. III, ch. 400, 
526 
279 Arizona Rev. Stats., 1929 (preprint), s. 3037 as Laws, 1931, ch. 5, s. 1 
amended by Laws, 1929, ch. 9, s. 1, 
amended 1931 
280 a Same, s. 3039, amended 1931 Same, s. 2 
291 Arkansas Laws, 1921, ch. 145, s. 2, repealed 1931 Acts, 1931, Act 169, s. 21 
and new act created 
295-6 . Dig. of Stats., 1921, s. 7613, 7614 re- Same, Act 177 
pealed 1931 and new act created 
302 California New act created 1931 Stats., 1931, ch. 699 
306-7 
309-11 ° Stats., 1911, ch. 68, s. 9 as amended Same, ch. 107, 145, 163, 
1919, 1921, 1927; Pol. Code, s. 5004c, 242, 243, 252, 296, 347, 
4006, amended 1931 348, 354, 355, 356, 362, 
364, 366, 367, 371, 376, 
378, 380, 458, 462, 474, 
495, 499, 515, 521, 524, 
525, 526, 540, 543, 548, 
550, 551, 560, 561, 562, 
563, 566, 574, 577, 992 
313-4 i Pol. Code, s. 4190, 4191, amended Same, ch. 674, 896 
1931 
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American 
library 
laws, 
Page State 


317 California 
330 “oe 


343 ” 
346 “ 


348 “ 
349 * 


355 2 
386 Delaware 


388 “ 


390 “ 


397 Florida 
405 Georgia 
423 Illinois 


436 ‘“ 


469 Indiana 
483 


503 “oe 
515 Iowa 


535 Kentucky 


569 Maine 


572 


Statute 
Amended 


School Code, new sec. added 1931, s. 
5-550, 5.635 

Stats., 1909, ch. 480, s. 14, amended 
1931 

School Code, s. 6.523, amended 1931 
Same. New sec. added 1931, s. 2.1223, 
6.5614 

Civil Code, div. 1, pt. 4, title 12, s. 
593-605e, amended 1931 


Same, div. 1, pt. 4, title 24, s. 653ac, 
amended 1931 


New act created 1931 


Rev. Code, 1915, s. 24, as amended by 
Laws, 1929, ch. 4, amended 1931 


New act created 1931 


Rev. Code, 1915, s. 936-952, as 
amended by Laws, 1929, ch. 104, 
amended 1931 


New act created 1931 
Code, 1926, s. 1570(1), amended 1931 


Cahill’s Rev. Stats., 1927, ch. 81 par. 
10-11, as amended by Laws, 1929, p. 
545-6; par. 13-16, amended 1931 


Same, par. 51, amended 1931 


New act created 1931 


Burns’ Anno. Stats., 1926, s. 
amended 1931 


9662, 


New act created 1931 

Code, 1927, s. 6211(20), amended 
1931 

Stats., 1922, s. 2439-2462, amended 
by Acts, 1926, ch. 149, s. 1-3 (Stats., 
1930, Ss. 2439-2462), amended 1930 
Laws, 1921, ch. 210, s. 2, repealed 
1931 

New act created 1931 

Laws, 1921, ch. 210, s. 18, amended 
1931 

Rev. Stats., 1916, ch. 13, s. 8, amended 
by Laws, 1929, ch. 134, 159 (Rev. 
Stats., 1930, ch. 16,s.9), amended 1931 
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Amending 
Law 


Same, ch. 1213 
Same, ch. 998 


Same, ch. 1004, s. 4 
Same, ch. 1004, s. 1, 5 


Same, ch. 871 
Same, ch. 114 


Same, ch. 123 
Laws, 1931, ch. 6 


Same, ch. 44 
Same, ch. 71 


Laws, 1931, ch. 14756 
Laws, 1931, no. 183 


Laws, 1931, p. 662-6 
(Cahill’s Rev. — Stats., 


1931, ch. 81, par. 10-11, 
13-16) 


Same, p. 666 (Cahill’s 
Rev. Stats., 1931, ch. 81, 
par. 51) 

Acts, 1931, ch. 62 

Same, ch. 17 


Same, ch. 94 
Acts, 1931, ch. 163 


Stats., 1930, ch. 62 


Laws, 1931, ch. 216, art. 
VII, s. 7 


Same, art. V,s. 1 


Same, ch. 267 


Same, ch. 100 
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American 
library 
= State 


603 Michigan 


605-6 ““ 
611-12 


618 : 


676 Montana 


682 - 
688 Nebraska 


756 New Mexico 


798 Ohio 

802 “ 

816 7 

843 Oregon 

845-849 Pennsylvania 

852 “ 

870-873 South Caro- 
lina 

905 Texas 

1007 Alaska 

1012 Hawaii 

74 Dominion of 
Canada 
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Statute 
Amended 


Pub. Acts, 1917, no. 138 (Comp. 
Laws, 1929, s. 8084), amended and 
new sec. added 1931 

New act created 1931 


Comp. Laws, 1915, v. 1, s. 3432, 3433, 
3441, 3442, 3445 (Comp. Laws, 1929, 
s. 8060, 8061, 8069, 8070, 8073), 
amended 1931 


Pub. Acts, 1927, no. 319, pt. 1, ch. 6, 
s. 15, as amended by Pub. Acts, 1929, 
no. 242 (Comp. Laws, 1929, s. 7233), 
amended 1931 
Rev. Codes, 
amended 1931 


1921, v. 3, s. 8960, 


Same, v. I, s. 5049, amended 1931 


Comp. Stats., 1922, s. 3185 (Comp. 
Stats., 1929, s. 51-201), amended 
1931 


Laws, 1929, ch. 199, new sec. added 
1931 


Gen. Code, 1929, s. 7643-1 to 7643-9, 
amended and new secs. added 1931 


Same, s. 3056, amended 1931 


Same, s. 12488 repealed and new secs. 
12488, 12488-1, 12488-2, 12488-3 
added 1931 


New act created 1931 


(Acts, 1917, s. 2, 4, as amended, 5, 6, 
15), Stats., 1920, s. 13762, 13764, 
13765, 13777, as amended by Laws, 
1927, no. 373, amended 1931 


New act created 1931 


Laws, 1919, no. 783, amended 1931 


Code, 1922, v. 3, s. 4480-4483, 4488 
repealed and new act created 1931 


New act created 1931 


Laws, 1923, ch. 87, s. 3, amended 
1931, ch. 29 

Rev. Laws, 1925, v. 1, s. 422, amended 
1931 

Rev. Stats., 1927, ch. 32, new sec. 
enacted 1931 
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Amending 
Law 


Pub. Acts, 1931, no. 249 


Same, no. 250 
Same, no. 248 


Same, no. 43 


Laws, 1931, ch. 9 
Same, ch. 32 

Laws, 1931, ch. 98 
Laws, 1931, ch. 154 
Laws, 1931, S. B. 61 
Same, H. B. 52 


Same, H. B. 229 


Laws, 1931, ch. 213 


Purdon’s Anno. Stats., 
1931, title 53, ch. 16, s. 
1702, 1704, 1705, 1706, 
1715 

Same, s. 1730, 1731 
Same, ch. 99A, Art. 


XXXVI, s. 12198-3602 to 
12198-3605 


Stats., 1931, ch. 159 


Sp. Laws, 1931, ch. 236 
Laws, 1931, ch. 29 


Sess. Laws, 1931, Act 249 


Stats., 1931, 21-22, Geo. 
V, ch. 8 








268 
PART V 


APPROPRIATIONS FOR LIBRARY EXTENSION 
ACTIVITIES 


In the following material, where two 
sums of money are shown, the first is the 
appropriation for 1930-31; the second is for 
1931-32. Data furnished by the American 
Library Association is marked thus: (A. L. 
A.) 


INCREASED APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1931-32 


Arkansas Free Library Service Bureau 


$2,000 (Under former organization)— 
$2,750 (After being reorganized in state 
department of education) (Salaries and 
maintenance. Does not include book fund, 
travel, etc.) 


California State Library 


$167,850—$173,050 (Library extension is 
one of the state library’s functions.) 


Colorado Library Commission 
$3,600—$3,720 (Commission created in 
1929) 


Delaware State Library Commission 
$6,600—$10,100 


Idaho State Traveling Library Commission 
$7,200—$8,244 


Missouri Library Commission 


$14,875—$16,050 (Reduced 254 per cent 
for years 1931 and 1932) 


New Hampshire Public Library Commission 
$7,800—$11,100 


New Jersey Public Library Commission 


New Mexico State Library Extension 
Service 


$2,000—$5,000 


New York Library Extension Division 
$121,412—$122,170 


North Dakota State Library Commission 
$11,500—$11,800 
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Oklahoma Library Commission 
$20,580—$21,180 


Oregon State Library 


$42,282—$49,025 (Library extension is 
one of the state library’s functions.) 


South Dakota Free Library Commission 
$12,000—$12,750 


Wisconsin Free Library Commission 


$78,250—$79,500 (A. L. A.) 
British Columbia Public Library Commis- 


sion 


$22,630—$26,130 


DECREASED APPROPRIATIONS FOR 1931-32 


“onnecticut Public Library Committee 

$8,500—$8,250 (Ordinary recurring ex- 
penses and personal services) (In state de- 
partment of education) 


Florida State Library Board 


$6,850—$6,475 (Has direction of the 
state library and library extension activities) 


Indiana Library and Historical Department 
$80,800—$78,800 


Maine State Library 
$52,750—$51,950 

Maryland Public Library Advisory Com- 
mission 


$9,249—$8,988 


Michigan State Library 
$38,947—$34,500 (Library extension is 
one of the state library's functions.) 


Nebraska Public Library Commission 
$14,900—$9,600 


North Carolina Library Commission 
$25,000—$18,900 (Reduced to 70 per cent 
of this 1931-32 budget) 


Ohio State Library 


$73,595 —$45,785 (Library extension is 
one of the state library’s functions.) 
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Texas State Library and Historical Com- 
mission 
$36,730—$35,830 

Washington State Library 


$10,000—$7,500 (Library extension is one 
of the state library’s functions.) 


No CHANGES IN APPROPRIATIONS FOR 
1931-32 
Georgia Library Commission 
$10,000 


Illinois 8. L. Extension Division 
$41,380 


Iowa Library Commission 
$24,000 


Kansas §. Traveling L. Commission 


$9,600 


Kentucky Library Commission 


$13,000 (No 1931 session) (A. L. A.) 


Louisiana Library Commission 


$18,900 (No 1931 session) (A. L. A.) 


Massachusetts Div. of Public Libraries 
$28,500 (In state department of educa- 
tion) 
Minnesota Library Division 
$20,000 (Estimated) (In department of 
education) 
Mississippi Library Commission 


$5,000 (No 1931 session) (A. L. A.) Gen- 
eral salary cut affects commission. 


Rhode Island P. L. Service, S. Bd. of Educa- 
tion 


$17,000 (Largely aid to libraries) 


Tennessee University Library Promotion 
$5,000 (Operating under Rosenwald grant 

and private funds) 

Vermont Free P. L. Department 


$10,000 (Plus housing and incidentals) 
(In state board of education) 


Virginia State Library 


$52,997 (No 1931 session) (Library ex- 
tension is one of the state library’s func- 
tions. ) 


Manitoba 
No changes (Have no record of amount) 


The New Brunswick Library Commis- 
sion failed to obtain an appropriation for 
operation, after its organization appropria- 
tion was exhausted. No information could 
be obtained about the Utah, Alberta, and 
Saskatchewan agencies. 

Frank L. To_tman, Compiler 
WI.u1AM F. Yust, Chairman 


LIBRARIES IN CORRECTIONAL INSTITU- 
TIONS 


Two outstanding factors have contrib- 
uted to a most successful year, and for the 
first time the Committee on Libraries in 
Correctional Institutions can report tangi- 
ble results of its activities. The primary 
factor was the close codperation effected 
between this committee and the American 
Prison Association’s new Committee on 
Education, of which Austin H. MacCormick, 
assistant director of the United States 
Bureau of Prisons, is chairman. Owing 
to this connection and to the inclusion 
on the A. L. A. committee of three civilian 
prison librarians, we have been able to ap- 
proach the problems of libraries in cor- 
rectional institutions from the inside. 

The second factor, i.e., the writing and 
publication of the long contemplated Prison 
library handbook, was a direct result of 
the first, for it is owing entirely to the in- 
terest and efforts of the chairman of the 
A. P. A. committee that this book is not 
still a dream in the minds of the committee 
of the A. L. A. Mr. MacCormick not only 
contributed to its writing, but he secured 
the funds for printing through the Bureau 
of Social Hygiene, Incorporated, and the 
American Association of Adult Education. 
In response to a last-moment appeal, the 
A. L. A. Editorial Committee allowed its 
name to appear on the title page and took 
over the distribution of the finished product, 
hence the Handbook is in every sense a 
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joint contribution of the two associations— 
A. L. A. and A. P. A. The book itself was 
written by Perrie Jones, John Chancellor, 
Roland Mulhauser, and the chairman. The 
last named acted as editor in chief and saw 
the book through the press. Free copies 
have been sent to all federal and state cor- 
rectional institutions. 

Other activities in the field of correctional 
institution libraries, due tr the committee 
as a whole or to its component members as 
individuals, include the staging of an in- 
teresting and well attended prison library 
meeting at New Haven (see Bulletin of the 
American Library Association for Septem- 
ber, 1931), and an exhibit which was planned 
by Mrs. Johnson; the printing of Mary 
Byers Smith’s address and list of “Girls’ 
Reading in Correctional Institutions’ in the 
Wilson Bulletin for October, 1931 (re- 
printed as a generous donation to the cause 
by the H. W. Wilson Co.) ; the compilation, 
at the suggestion of Julia Stockett, of a 
bibliography on Libraries in Penal and Cor- 
rectional Institutions, by Margaret Allen of 
the Wisconsin Library School; the compila- 
tion of a purchase list of approved books 
on various subjects for prison libraries, 
which is the work of many hands but is 
being put into shape by Perrie Jones; and 
the making of another list for boys’ reform- 
atories, which is the joint product of Isabel 
Horne and Raymond Embree. The pub- 
lication of these lists has been delayed by 
work on the Handbook, but they will doubt- 
less be printed in 1932. Inspired by the 
New Haven prison library meeting, a 
similar program was given at the New York 
State library meeting at Lake Placid. 

Among other events of the year, due 
directly or indirectly to members of this 
committee, may be noted the following: New 
appointments of trained civilian librarians 
to federal prisons have been made so that 
now their force numbers five men and one 
woman. A full-time trained librarian has 
been appointed at the Massachusetts State 
Reformatory for Women, who within her 
first three months has formed reading 
classes and story hours and greatly increased 
interest in reading among the girls. Ray- 
mond Embree, civilian librarian at the 
Kansas State Industrial Reformatory, is 
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giving lessons to some of the boys in the 
use of the library and has issued a multi- 
graphed Outline Course in Library Work. 
Prison library publicity has appeared in 
Minnesota and New Hampshire news- 
papers. The chairman attended the Amer- 
ican Prison Association conference at 
Baltimore in October and spoke on prison 
libraries at a meeting arranged by the Edu- 
cation Committee of that association. 

The personnel of the committee has 
changed during the last year. The sug- 
gestion of the A. L. A. that membership on 
any committee be limited in time so as to 
give the younger librarians an opportunity 
for service resulted in the retirement of 
Miriam E. Carey and the Rev. W. §. 
Bassett. One cannot dismiss these two 
members with just a casual notice, for they 
have been too valuable and have been too 
long identified with the committee. Mr. 
Bassett has built up in the New Hampshire 
State Prison one of the very best small 
prison libraries in the country—well se- 
lected, organized, financed by a budget, and 
in charge of an intelligent prisoner-librarian. 
Fortunately his wise advice from the inside 
is still at our service. As for Miss Carey— 
to her more than to any other person be- 
longs the honor of starting and carrying to 
a successful completion institution library 
work. Her belief in the value of libraries 
and librarians for these unfortunate wards 
of the state, in prisons as well as in hos- 
pitals, formed the original Institution Li- 
brary Committee some thirty years ago, 
and her untiring interest and energy kept 
it alive for the first few years. The pres- 
ent chairman of the committee which has 
grown out of this old committee has worked 
closely with Miss Carey for all these years, 
and, even now when the latter is no longer 
in active service, she derives encouragement 
and inspiration from Miss Carey and de- 
pends upon her sane judgment. She is really 
member emeritus of this committee. 

To the loyalty, ready response, sympa- 
thetic criticism, and hard work of the 
members of the committee, the chairman 
owes her thanks for the successful year 
which has just closed. 


E. KATHLEEN JoNeEs, Chairman 
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LipRARIES IN NATIONAL PARKS 

The Committee on Libraries in National 
Parks has been enlarged to include local 
representatives of the more important na- 
tional park areas. During the summer per- 
sonal visits were made to Lassen Volcanic, 
Crater Lake, and Yellowstone National 
parks for the purpose of investigating the 
library situation and giving whatever ad- 
vice and help might be possible to the park 
naturalists in their library problems. 

An article on “Libraries in Our National 
Parks,” published in the November 1, 1931, 
issue of the Library Journal sets forth the 
conditions and needs of the work. Reprints 
of this article are being sent out to libraries, 
educational institutions, and learned soci- 
eties in an effort to obtain codperation in 
the building up of the national park libra- 
ries. Both the chairman and _ individual 
members of the committee are carrying on 
correspondence, whenever opportunity pre- 
sents itself, to improve library facilities in 
the various parks. 

A bibliography of Yellowstone National 
Park by Carl P. Russell is now in the 
hands of the committee, and an effort is 
being made to find a publisher for it. The 
educational work of the national parks is 
being brought before the various state and 
regional library associations through ad- 
dresses and communications. 

Eventually a definite plan of library de- 
velopment will be drawn up for all the 
parks and an effort made to secure outside 
financial assistance, but at present this work 
is in an evolutionary stage. The commit- 
tee will gladly welcome suggestions from 
any A. L. A. member who may be interested 
in the national parks. 

Linpa M. CLatwortHy 
Gitpert H. Doane 

LourETTA C. GEorGE 

HeEten C. JAMES 

EvizaBetH B. PowEti 
Minette Lee Sropparp 

C. Epwarp Graves, Chairman 


Lisrary ADMINISTRATION 


Questions of importance regarding ter- 
minology were referred to the new Com- 
mittee on Terminology. 
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Questions regarding sections or items of 
the Form for public library statistics in- 
volved so much readjustment of that form 
that it was thought best to hold them until 
a general revision could be accomplished. 
As this would require much consultation of 
librarians no attempt was made to put it 
through during a year when unusual local 
conditions the country over claimed the time 
and attention of A. L. A. members. 


Jess1e WELLES, Chairman 


Liprary CoOPERATION WITH LATIN 
AMERICA 
No report. 


LipraRy EQUIPMENT AND APPLIANCES 


At the close of the first six months of its 
existence, the Committee on Library Equip- 
ment and Appliances can make only a gen- 
eral report of progress, without definite 
accomplishment to date. It has carried on 
some correspondence and is at this time 
making plans which we hope may be of defi- 
nite value at an early date. 


Ortanpo C. Davis, Chairman 


LisRARY EXTENSION Boarp 
See page 227. 


LisrRARY RADIO BROADCASTING 
No report. 


LisrARY RESEARCH BUREAU 

The need for the establishment of a 
library research bureau at A. L. A. Head- 
quarters and its maintenance on a substan- 
tial basis of financial support becomes each 
year more evident. However, until the 
Association’s finances are such as to justify 
this activity, the Library Research Bureau 
Committee can only mark time. 


Georce F. BowerMan, Chairman 


LipraRy REVENUES 


The recent report of the commissioner of 
education on the statistics of libraries in the 
United States contains much valuable in- 
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formation with reference to library reve- 
nues, including trust funds. The amount of 
trust funds there listed is something more 
than $95,000,000, but the Committee on 
Library Revenues has knowledge of addi- 
tional funds not there listed which would 
bring the total amount for the whole coun- 
try to approximately $105,000,000. 

In this connection it seems advisable to 
call attention to the recommendation of the 
committee, in conjunction with the Trustees 
Section of the A. L. A., adopted by the Coun- 
cil in December, 1928, with reference to the 
handling of trust funds. (See Bulletin of 
the American Library Association, Janu- 
ary, 1929, p. 12, and July, 1928, p. 260.) 
It will be recalled that emphasis was there 
laid on the importance of careful investing, 
and that certain types of securities were 
recommended. In line with what has hap- 
pened to the whole world since October, 
1929, the importance of that recommenda- 
tion is greater than ever, for the committee 
has knowledge of many educational and 
other institutions that are in dire financial 
distress by reason of the fact that their in- 
vestments were of a character which has 
made their income greatly depreciate, or 
vanish entirely. On the other hand the 
committee knows of institutions whose in- 
vestments were along the line recommended 
in that report, which have suffered little or 
no depreciation in their incomes thus far. 

The committee also recommends the at- 
tention of all librarians and library boards 
to the resolution adopted by the Council at 
its recent meeting in Chicago (December, 
1931) calling upon library trustees “to 
champion the cause of the library before 
appropriating bodies.” All who are in- 
terested in libraries, therefore, should point 
out “the necessity of maintaining, in spite of 
all obstacles, those essential services which 
promote intelligent thinking and vocational 
education or reéducation and which help to 
keep up the public morale.” 

Most of the work of the committee since 
this last annual report has been given to a 
consideration of the revenues of high school 
and elementary school libraries with the 
hope that during the year it will be possible 
to present to the Council, either at New 
Orleans or at the Midwinter Meeting, a 
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recommendation on this subject. This state. 
ment, therefore, is in the nature of a report 
of progress. 
Iva M. ButT.Lin 
Georce Hitt Evans 
James THAYER GEROULD 
ANNE Morton MUuULHERON 
Lois T. PLace 
CuHar.es E. Rusu 
HILLER CROWELL WELLMAN 
SAMUEL H. Ranck, Chairman 


Lisprary TERMINOLOGY 


Since the personnel of the Committee on 
Library Terminology was not completed un- 
til November, 1931, and it has not been 
possible to secure a meeting of the commit- 
tee, little real work has been accomplished. 
The time has been given over almost ex- 
clusively to: (1) acquainting the members 
of the committee with what had been done 
in the field of library terminology by its 
predecessor, the Terminology Committee of 
the Board of Education for Librarianship; 
(2) securing information as to what has 
been done along this line in other fields, in 
so far as it might prove suggestive for this 
work; and (3) defining the problem of li- 
brary terminology and outlining a tentative 
procedure for its solution. 

The importance of and immediate need 
for work on this problem cannot be better 
stated than has been done in Miss Flexner’s 
mimeographed report of April 6, 1931, to 
the Board of Education for Librarianship: 

“The immediate need for this work is 
obvious. The American Library Associa- 
tion should join in the effort of the Inter- 
national Federation of Library Associations 
to clear many of these problems of termi- 
nology. Calls for definitions have come from 
the American Library Association commit- 
tees on library administration and salaries, 
from members of library school faculties, 
and from those concerned with certification. 
The work of many libraries now formu- 
lating schemes of service could be much 
expedited if uniform definitions were avail- 
able.” 

Dr. Sevensma, replying to Dr. Bishop’s in- 
quiry on behalf of this committee with ref- 
erence to the terminology work of the 
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International Federation of Library Asso- 
ciations, states that: “Our Federation is 
concerned with two questions which may also 
fall into the sphere and interest of the Com- 
mittee on Library Terminology of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. One of them is 
the Anglo-Franco-German Vocabulary of 
Technical Library Terms. It is being pre- 
pared by M. Lemaitre under the auspices 
of our Federation.” The other question 
relates to an International Code of Abbrevi- 
ations for Titles of Periodicals. The Amer- 
ican Library Association Committee on 
Library Terminology should certainly keep 
in touch with the work being done by M. 
Lemaitre, and later, when its plans have 
progressed further, avail itself of Dr. 
Bishop’s offer to write to M. Lemaitre about 
this committee and its work. 

Calls for definitions of the type referred 
to by Miss Flexner continue to come to the 
committee. 

In order that the committee may have at 
hand copies of the terms, abbreviations, and 
definitions collected by the Terminology 
Committee of the Board of Education for 
Librarianship, the Board of Education staff 
is alphabeting the terms previously gathered 
and on file at headquarters. The regular 
staff of mimeographers will mimeograph this 
list as they can fit it in with their regular 
work. 

A tentative statement of the problem of 
library terminology, as the committee sees 
it, is: 

To secure a complete, authoritative, 
printed list of library terms in English, with 
their abbreviations, definitions, and equiva- 
lents in certain foreign languages (the 
specific languages to be determined later). 

This problem involves the following five 
sub-problems : 


1. To secure a list of library terms in use 
in the United States; 


2. To secure a list of definitions of these 
terms, which will be acceptable to and will 
be adopted by the members of the American 
Library Association; 


3. To secure a list of abbreviations of 
these terms, which will be acceptable to and 
will be adopted by the members of the 
American Library Association; 


4. To secure a list of equivalents of these 
terms in certain foreign languages (the 
question of which languages to be deter- 
mined later in this investigation) ; 

5. To secure a list of authorized abbrevi- 
ations of each of these foreign terms. 


The committee suggests as a tentative 
plan of procedure: 


1. That the field of library terminology 
be divided into its major divisions, and that 
one or more divisions be assigned to each 
member of the committee, taking into con- 
sideration his interest in and qualification 
for working in that field. 

2. That each committee member, in con- 
nection with a subcommittee of librarians 
interested in that field of terminology, as- 
sume the task of dividing the terms within 
that field into: (a) purely technical terms 
possessing only one meaning which can be 
expressed with comparative ease, e.g., 
“tracing;’ (b) terms the use of which 
varies, including single terms having two or 
more meanings, e.g., “edition;” and two or 
more terms for the same thing, e.g., “circula- 
tion or loan desk;” etc. 

3. That the committee publish, in a 
terminology department to be conducted in 
the Bulletin of the American Library Asso- 
ciation, lists of terms of these two types 
with their abbreviations and definitions and 
a request for criticism and discussion of 
them by members of the American Library 
Association. 


It is believed that such a procedure (al- 
tered as progress of the work may show it 
to be advisable) might be expected to re- 
sult in: 


1. A gradually increasing list of terms 
with their abbreviations and definitions, 
which are in common usage among libra- 
rians in the United States, sanctioned by the 
American Library Association terminology 
committee and acquiesced in by the profes- 
sion at large (acquiescence being assumed 
if the terms are not criticized or if better 
ones are not suggested). 

2. A gradually increasing list of terms 
with their abbreviations and definitions, ad- 
judged the best of two or more synonymous 
terms and the best definition of one or more 
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in use through the columns of the Termi- 
nology Department in the Bulletin of the 
Association, approved by the profession, and 
therefore, the ones to be used in library re- 
ports and other publications and the ones 
to be taught in library schools and library 
courses. 


The committee feels: (1) that work on 
library terminology should be continued; 
(2) that the immediate goal should be sub- 
problems numbers 1, 2, and 3 (subject to 
modification as further work shows it to 
be advisable); (3) that the work of a vol- 
untary committee such as the present one 
would be greatly improved both in the time 
required to accomplish something and in 
the ultimate value of what was accomplished 
if someone at A. L. A. Headquarters could 
devote at least a portion of his time to the 
work, keeping matters moving and checking 
on the uniformity of the work done; and 
(4) that this matter of terminology is one 
which concerns the entire profession, there- 
fore the committee bespeaks their codp- 
eration and constructive criticism of the 
proposed plans and of the work that is to 
be done along this line. 

Jennie M. FLEXNER 

Frances HANNUM 

M. Louise Hunt 

Jesse Lee RApER 

Susan Grey AKERS, Chairman 


LisprRARY WoRK WITH CHILDREN 


In September a circular letter was sent 
to members of the Section for Library Work 
with Children asking for suggestions for 
the content of the Yearbook for 1932. 

On October 1, with replies from the mem- 
bership at hand, committee members were 
asked to star items for inclusion which in 
their estimation would interest or best serve 
the needs of the profession. 

During the autumn months the major 
portion of the attention of members of the 
committee was centered in a consideration 
of the make-up and content of the Children’s 
Library Yearbook and dissemination of in- 
formation about the Dutton Fellowship. 

The suggestion that the Yearbook for 
1932 be semi-monographic and be made up 
for the most part of theses of distinction 
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which had been submitted for degrees in 
accredited library schools specializing in |j- 
brary work with children having received 
most favorable consideration by the com- 
mittee, the chair proceeded at once to solicit 
the library schools for material for con- 
sideration. 

The plan while generally conceded by li- 
brary school directors to be a good one 
turned out for the present to be impractical 
of adoption. Students enrolling in library 
schools specializing in children’s work are 
generally both young and _ inexperienced, 
The nature of the ground plan work essen- 
tial to building in a background in the field 
of children’s literature and_ bibliography 
requisite to their professional needs has to 
date, with but a few exceptions, precluded 
the possibility of turning out theses exhaus- 
tive or mature enough to warrant inclusion 
in a publication of the nature of the Year- 
book which is, for the most part, subscribed 
to and read by library school alumnae. 

Having to discard the first plan, the com- 
mittee decided to center the content around 
New Trends and Tendencies in Children’s 
Literature and Library Work with Chil- 
dren, 1921-31. 

Since if the Yearbook were to be avail- 
able for sale at the New Orleans confer- 
ence it would have been necessary to have 
all manuscripts complete and in the hands 
of the Editorial Committee on or before 
January 10, 1932, the committee deemed it 
wise to postpone actual publication until 
May 15. This gives contributors two addi- 
tional months for the preparation of manu- 
scripts and will result in the elimination of 
material hastily and superficially prepared. 
At the New Orleans meeting, therefore, a 
“dummy” will be on display which will in- 
clude a table of contents in which each con- 
tribution listed will be supplemented by a 
brief descriptive paragraph indicative of the 
nature and treatment of each subject so that 
orders for the annual may be left as usual 
at the A. L. A. publications booth. 


E. P. Dutton Fellowship 


Notice of the awarding of the E. P. Dut- 
ton Fellowship for 1931 to Alice Brown, 
children’s librarian in the Juvenile Depart- 
ment of the Kalamazoo Public Library, 
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Michigan, was forwarded by the Committee 
on Library Work with Children to the li- 
brary journals in September. 

Miss Brown is working for her Master’s 
Degree in Library Science at Columbia Uni- 
versity, School of Library Service, New 
York. The 1931-32 committee, to date, has 
received fifteen inquiries and forms have 
been sent to applicants and their references 
as rapidly as they have been received. The 
time limit set for the filing of 1931-32 ap- 
plications is April 15 and it is hoped that 
the committee may make the announcement 
of the award for 1932 on or before May 15. 


Representative at A. L. A. Headquarters 


“A Program for the American Library 
Association” was printed in the Bulletin of 
the Association, February, 1932, pp. 57-62. 
The program was prepared during the 
autumn under the direction of the A. L. A. 
Executive Board for the information of 
A. L. A. committees and the membership at 
large as a basis for formulation and develop- 
ment of a tentative ten-year program of 
activities inside and outside the profession. 

Copies of the program have been for- 
warded to all members of the A. L. A. 
Committee on Library Work with Children. 
Their attention and that of children’s li- 
brarians generally is directed to portions of 
the report pertaining to library work with 
children and more especially to sections re- 
lating to the possibility and advisability of 
having a representative at headquarters ade- 
quately qualified to give consideration to 
the needs of individuals making application 
for assistance in the development of library 
work with children and youth in and out 
of school. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. at 
the Midwinter Meeting appointed a tem- 
porary committee to recommend a set-up 
for a board or committee which will serve 
in an advisory capacity to a proposed assist- 
ant at headquarters who is to give informa- 
tion and advisory assistance on library work 
with children and adolescents in and out of 
school. The committee consists of Anne 
Carroll Moore of New York, Mary S. 
Wilkinson of Baltimore, Mabel Williams 
otf New York, Eleanor M. Witmer of 
Teachers College, Columbia University, 


with Grace D. Rose of Morristown, New 
Jersey, as chairman. The personnel of the 
committee was chosen by the Executive 
Board with a view to making meetings pos- 
sible before the New Orleans conference. 

In bringing the recommendation of the 
Executive Board and the appointment of 
the advisory committee to the attention of 
the Committee on Library Work with Chil- 
dren, Mr. Milam says: 


“Tt is not to be assumed that the Execu- 
tive Board expects to find one person to 
head up the proposed activity who will know 
as much as the best children’s librarian knows 
about that field, or as much as the best 
school librarian knows about her field. It 
does hope that when the time comes it can 
find somebody who understands the under- 
lying problems of all groups, who will know 
how to get the advice of the people who 
know most, and who will be something of 
a statesman in dealing with various prob- 
lems. We also hope that the set-up recom- 
mended will make adequate provision for 
representation of the various interests in- 
volved, and that it will do so without carry- 
ing too many administrative complications.” 


Miss Rose’s committee met January 20 
and formulated tentative plans which she 
forwarded for the consideration of our 
committee during the past week. We hope 
to be able to return to her a composite re- 
port on or before February 15. 


Radio Hour for Children 


Preliminary plans for a radio hour for 
children to be sponsored by the A. L. A. 
and the National Advisory Council on Radio 
in Education were taken under advisement 
by the A. L. A. Executive Board at its 
November meeting, following the tentative 
plans submitted by the Committee on Li- 
brary Radio Broadcasting of which Luther 
L. Dickerson is chairman and Mary Gould 
Davis (supervisor of story-telling in New 
York), Judson T. Jennings (librarian, Seat- 
tle Public Library), Emma Lee (chairman 
ot the Section for Library Work with Chil- 
dren and director of children’s work, Rosen- 
berg Library, Galveston), Della McGregor 
(chief, Juvenile Division, St. Paul Public 
Library), Forrest B. Spaulding (librarian, 
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Des Moines Public Library), and Jessie 
Gay Van Cleve (A. L. A. specialist in chil- 
dren’s literature) are members. 

In the hope of receiving data and infor- 
mation sufficiently varied in content which 
may serve as a nucleus on which to base 
recommendations for Library Radio Story 
Hours which will be comparable with the 
Damrosch Musical Programs both from 
the standpoint of content and broadcasting 
technique, the chairman would like to take 
this opportunity of calling the attention of 
the general membership to the article, “Radio 
Hour for Children Proposed,” A. L. A. Bul- 
letin, December, 1931, Part 1, pp. 708-09. 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON COOPERATION WITH THE 
BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION* 


At the request of the chairman of the 
Committee on Library Work with Children 
a group was formed in the summer of 1931 
to work with the director of children’s work 
in the Bureau of International Education 
in Geneva, and to carry on the codperation 
that had been established at the time of the 
Educational Exposition in 1929. This group 
is made up of Mary Gould Davis, New 
York Public Library, chairman; Elsie de 
Bondeli of Washington County, Maryland; 
Gertrude Eisele, The Westermann Com- 
pany, New York and Ruth Hill of the 
American Library in Paris. 

The first request from Mlle. Blanche 
Weber, the director, was for a list of books 
on children’s books. This list was sent to 
her early in October. Later she asked for 
lists of children’s books that were used in 
the United States by public libraries, etc. 
We sent her Miss Beust’s Graded list, Re- 
cent children’s books, and Gifts for chil- 
dren's book-shelves, all published by the 
American Library Association. We had sent 
her previously the Children’s books from 
twelve countries. In answer to her question 
on the criticism of children’s books we sent 
her Realms of gold, the November number 
of The Horn Book, the Children’s Book 
Week numbers of the Saturday Review, 
the New York Herald Tribune Books and 


*Report of a subcommittee appointed in the spring 
of - and continuing to serve because of unfinished 
work, 
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the current number of the New Yor} 
Times Book Review. 

Early in November she asked that a reyj- 
sion of the list of American children’s books 
published in the catalog, Children’s books 
and international goodwill, be made and sent 
to her by December 20. This left our group 
a very short time for a rather difficult task, 

In making this revision Miss Hill in Paris 
worked independently of the three American 
members of the group, and in closer codp- 
eration with Mlle. Weber than was possible 
for us. In our choice of the books we used 
as a basis the five points that had been used 
for the previous lists by the twenty-six 
countries that shared in it: 

1. Books written to foster international 
good will among children. 

2. Books best loved by children and giv- 
ing a true picture of child life in each 
country. 

3. Children’s classics which constitute a 
sort of common heritage for the nation’s 
youth. 

4. Picture books. 

5. Books written by children. 


We felt that in the previous list there 
were too few picture books, so a number 
were added that have done much to give 
American boys and girls a knowledge of 
and sympathy for countries other than their 
own. Certain new books were included— 
Mrs. Armer’s Waterless mountain, Rachel 
Field’s Calico bush, The box of daylight, 
and Cornelia Meigs’ The willow whistle. 
In a number of cases the edition of a book 
given on the previous list was changed, 
often for the sake of a new illustrator who 
had given it an individual and dramatic 
setting. Certain books that seemed to us 
out of date and that had been replaced by 
others on the same theme were dropped. 
The list when finished was slightly shorter 
than the first one. It was sent to Mlle. 
Weber just before the Christmas holidays. 

Recently the International Bureau has 
asked us to prepare a report on possible 
ways of coérdinating activities in relation to 
international children’s books, to avoid over- 
lapping and to insure the latest information 
from each individual country. They also 
want advice on a method of suggesting 
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books that might be translated from one 
language to another. As we understand it, 
this report would be read at a conference 
in Geneva, taking the place of an oral report 
that might be made if our group could be 
represented there. This report is due at 
the end of February, and we are working 
on it now. 

At a meeting of the Executive Board of 
the American Library Association on De- 
cember 31 it was voted that the exhibit of 
children’s books selected by the Committee 
on Library Work with Children for the 
Educational Exposition in 1929 be turned 
over permanently to the International 
Bureau of Education. 


Mary Gou.tp Davis, Chairman 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE WINNETKA LIST* 

The Winnetka List is more or less in 
statu quo at present,t although the record 
for the year showed progress. The list was 
shortened to fifteen hundred titles. Twenty 
children’s librarians consented to help write 
annotations for the titles selected, and these 
annotations are practically finished. Check- 
ing, by the original committee, on preferred 
editions, both expensive and cheap, is almost 
completed, so that within the next three or 
four months we should be able to turn our 
work over to Dr. Washburne. Helen Mar- 
tin’s place on the committee has been filled 
by Louise Singley. 

Librarians who are assisting the commit- 
tee in the writing of annotations follow: 

Augusta Anderson, children’s librarian, 
Public Library, Seattle; Mary A. Ayres, 
children’s and school librarian, Public Li- 
brary, Oak Park, Illinois; Mrs. Frances A. 
Bacon, assistant to the director, Work with 
Children, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more; Mildred L. Batchelder, librarian, 
Haven Intermediate School Library, Evan- 
ston, Illinois; Clara E. Campbell, children’s 
librarian, Public Library, New Rochelle, 
New York; Frances L. Cox, librarian, State 
Normal School Library, New Haven; Letha 
M. Davidson, librarian, Public Library, 





the PPointed in 1929 and 1930 and reappointed by 
€ present chairman to finish its incompleted work. 


Pg this — pag pee the Carnegie corpora- 
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Ames, Iowa; Eva S. W. Hall, Work with 
Schools, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Balti- 
more; Mary R. Lucas, supervisor of Young 
People’s Reading, Public Library, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island; Isabel McLaughlin, 
children’s librarian, Sumner Branch, Public 
Library, Minneapolis; Claire Nolte, super- 
visor, Work with Children, Los Angeles 
County Free Library, Los Angeles; Nelle A. 
Olson, supervisor, Public School Libraries, 
Winnetka, Illinois; Ruth A. Overman, super- 
visor, Work with Children, Public Library, 
St. Louis; Effie L. Power, director, Work 
with Children, Public Library, Cleveland; 
Carrie Scott, supervisor, Children’s Work, 
Public Library, Indianapolis; Louise Sing- 
ley, director, Children’s Work, Public Li- 
brary, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Lillian H. 
Smith, head, Boys’ and Girls’ Division, Pub- 
lic Library, Toronto, Canada; Evelyn W. 
Turpin, assistant librarian, City School Li- 
rary, Los Angeles; Sarah A. Whelan, di- 
rector, Work with Children and Schools, 
Public Library, Lima, Ohio; and Adah F. 
Whitcomb, supervisor, Schools Department, 
Public Library, Chicago. 

That briefly covers the work of this year. 


Nora Beust 

BertHA HatcH 

Louise SINGLEY 

ELIZABETH WHITE 

Mary S. WILKINSON, Chairman 


Cooperation with Other Organizations 


The committee has kept in touch with 
the A. L. A. Committee on Coéperation with 
the National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers of which Clara W. Herbert is 
general chairman and Julia Wright Merrill, 
executive assistant. The time available for 
the formulation of recommendations for 
closer codperation with this committee has 
as yet been too limited. The chairman ex- 
pects in the near future to submit tentative 
plans for the consideration of the commit- 
tee and solicit suggestions for closer codp- 
eration with this and other committees con- 
cerned in library work with children. 

Inasmuch as the major portion of the 
work of the committee is still incomplete, 
members have deemed it advisable to defer 
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our recommendations until the end of our 
term of office at which time a complete 
summary of work accomplished may be 
subsequently added to the present report. 

The above notations pertaining to mat- 
ters of business referred to the committee 
from September 1, 1931, to February 1, 1932, 
are respectfully submitted for your informa- 
tion and consideration. 


Detta McGrecor, Chairman 


List OF ForEIGN GOVERNMENT SERIALS 

The Committee on a List of Foreign 
Government Serials is gratified to report 
that its work has been completed. It had 
been our hope that the volume could be 
issued before the end of 1931, but as certain 
of our codperating libraries found it impos- 
sible to report on the checking of their col- 
lections until very late in the year, the 
publication was necessarily postponed. The 
H. W. Wilson Company, which is publish- 
ing the final edition of the list at its own 
cost, expects to be able to distribute the 
volume by the end of March. The commit- 
tee asks for its discharge. 


James THAYER GEROULD, Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP 
See page 237. 


N. E. A. ann A. L. A. 


Pending the appointment of the National 
Education Association representatives, the 
N. E. A. and A. L. A. Joint Committee has 
been powerless to take action or make any 
definite plans for work. This committee is 
being set up to serve as a liaison committee 
between the two associations in their dis- 
cussion and investigation of mutual prob- 
lems. 

ELEANOR M. Witmer, Chairman 


Oserty MeEmoriAL Funp 

The Oberly Memorial prize in memory 
of Eunice Rockwood Oberly, late librarian 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry, United 
States Department of Agriculture, is 
awarded once in two years to the compiler 
submitting the best bibliography (in either 
printed or typewritten form) in the field of 
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agriculture or the related sciences. Only 
American citizens are, however, eligible, 
The amount of the prize is approximately 
$95 or the interest at 44 per cent on the 
Eunice Rockwood Oberly Memorial Fund 
of $1,050. The fund is administered by 
the American Library Association. Four 
awards have thus far been made, the first in 
1924, the second in 1926, the third in 1928, 
and the fourth in 1930. The bibliography 
which received the last award was entitled 
A bibliography of the history of agriculture 
in the United States by Everett E. Edwards. 

Bibliographies submitted in competition 
for the fifth prize should be sent, in quadru- 
plicate, to the chairman of the committee by 
December, 1932. The award will be made 
by the committee soon after that date. The 
purpose of the prize is to stimulate greater 
interest in the preparation of bibliographies 
in the field of agriculture or the related sci- 
ences. Competition from the library schools, 
libraries, colleges, and universities of this 
country is invited. Further details in regard 
to the conditions of the prize are available 
in printed form and may be obtained from 
the chairman of the committee. 

The present membership of the commit- 
tee is as follows: Dr. J. Christian Bay, 
librarian, John Crerar Library; Mary K. 
Bryan, Bureau of Plant Industry, United 
States Department of Agriculture; Mary 
E. Hazeltine, principal, Library School, 
University of Wisconsin; Mary G. Lacy, 
librarian, Bureau of Agricultural Eco- 
nomics, United States Department of Agri- 
culture; Margaret Mann, associate profes- 
sor, Department of Library Science, Uni- 
versity of Michigan; Frank K. Walter, 
librarian, University of Minnesota; Clari- 
bel R. Barnett, librarian, United States De- 
partment of Agriculture, chairman. 


CLARIBEL R. BARNETT, Chairman 


PERMANENT PAPER FOR GOVERNMENT 
DocuMENTS 


The object of securing rag paper editions 
of government publications put out by either 
the federal government or by state depart- 
ments will be affected by the economy move- 
ment in all government expenditures. A 
number of factors enter in, however, so that 
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it seems advisable to continue the committee 
because of the educational work that must 
be carried on in favor of the adoption of 
better paper and to encourage the study of 
paper materials and the conditions under 
which they are used. 


Louis J. BatLey, Chairman 


Pustic ADMINISTRATION OF PUBLIC 
LIBRARIES 
No report. 


Pusitic DocuUMENTS 


The Public Documents Committee for 
this year was instructed by the Executive 
Board to approach other associations with 
the intention of discovering their attitude 
toward depository library legislation. This 
action was taken because it was stated at 
New Haven that certain other associations 
were trying to secure the extension of the 
depository library privilege. 

The President of the American Library 
Association kindly wrote a personal letter 
to a number of associations explaining our 
purpose, but resulting action has been very 
slow. Not until February 1 was a reply 
received to certain of her letters. To date, 
representatives have been appointed by the 
American Association of University Pro- 
fessors, American Economic Association, 
American Historical Association, American 
Political Science Association, and Social Sci- 
ence Research Council. 

The Public Documents Committee will 
now communicate with the representatives 
appointed by these associations and hopes 
to get enough suggestions to provide a basis 
for discussion at the New Orleans meeting. 


R. A. Sawyer, Chairman 


PUBLICITY 
See page 239. 


Pustic Lisrary BRANCHES IN SCHOOL 


BUILDINGS 
No report. 


RECRUITING FOR LIBRARY SERVICE 


The Committee on Recruiting for Library 
Service has noted with interest the discus- 


sions as to over supply and unemployment 
in the profession. It feels that the situation 
as well as the general feeling of the Recruit- 
ing Committee is well expressed by the 
resolutions (see March Bulletin, p. 178) 
adopted by the Board of Education for 
Librarianship at its meeting held January 
22 at Forest Hills Garden, New York. The 
committee is of the opinion that careful 
recruiting must go on now as always; that 
it is just as essential to discover notably 
promising candidates and prepare them ade- 
quately for the important parts they should 
take in the profession ten years or more 
hence, as it is to reduce the number of new 
persons coming into the work. 

It does not appear that the proportion of 
unemployment in library work is greater 
than, if it is as great as, in other professions. 
The vague feeling of fear and timidity 
which is noted in some quarters ought not 
to influence the profession to weaken its 
training institutions or stop the inflow of 
new candidates. It should, and doubtless 
will, decrease it. 

The Recruiting Committee urges careful 
thought and candid counsel on the part of 
every librarian to discourage those inquir- 
ing about library work who are not emi- 
nently fitted and clearly promising, but it 
urges equally the encouragement of those 
who have a definite contribution to make. 

The committee is now at work on a revi- 
sion of the A. L. A. circular, Librarianship 
as a profession for college trained men and 
women. Such a revision, covering the pres- 
ent situation, is needed. 


SarRAH B. ASKEW 

GLIETH HENDERSON 

Francis HENSHAW 

SisteR Marie Ceciti1a MArzour 
Lester M. MINKEL 

Lucy L. Morcan 

DovucLas WAPLES 

C. C. WILLIAMSON 

JosepH L. WHEELER, Chairman 


REPRINTS AND INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 


The work of the Committee on Reprints 
and Inexpensive Editions for the year 1930- 
31, the compilation of a Guide to inexpensive 
series, was completed late in-that year. This 
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annotated list was published in the August, 
1931, Booklist, and separates were offered 
for sale at A. L. A. Headquarters. Of the 
various activities which the committee might 
have undertaken for this year, it seemed 
best to choose one which would not demand 
too much time from the committee mem- 
bers. It was therefore decided to attempt 
to assemble one volume from each of the 
series listed in the Guide, the collection to 
be displayed at the New Orleans confer- 
ence. To this end letters have been sent out 
to the publishers, asking their codperation. 
At the close of the conference the collection 
will go to headquarters for lending to state 
or regional meetings, and for the use of 
library schools for study. 


GERTRUDE FE. ANDRUS 
CONSTANCE BEMENT 
Cuar.es R. SANDERSON 
Mary A. TRUE 

Fiora B. Rosperts, Chairman 


RESOURCES OF AMERICAN LIBRARIES 


During the present year nothing has been 
referred to this committee for considera- 
tion. The chairman devoted the first portion 
of the year to an effort to work out some 
method of codperation with the Committee 
on Bibliography which would avoid rivalry 
and duplication. This effort has been suc- 
cessful and will probably lead to some un- 
dertakings in the not distant future. 

Just before the holidays our attention was 
called to the publication of a catalog of 
books on films by the Société des Editions 
sur Films des Bibliothéques Nationales de 
France. We began an investigation of the 
problems created by the early acquisition of 
such materials by research libraries. This 
has led to a tentative article appearing in 
the March 1 number of the Library Jour- 
nal. We are working in codperation with 
Professor Binkley of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity and officers of three prominent lens 
manufacturers of the country in an effort to 
secure the manufacture of a reasonably 
priced projector to handle both the French 
films and the films of European archives 
which are available on inter-library loan 
from the Library of Congress. 


Epwarp A. Henry, Chairman 
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SALARIES 


As in the past, the Salaries Committee 
has continued the compilation of salary sta- 
tistics for eight groups of libraries. This 
could not have been done without the able 
assistance of Hazel B. Timmerman of the 
A. L. A. Headquarters staff. These statis- 
tics have appeared in various numbers of the 
Bulletin of the Association. Fortunately, in 
the future, beginning with June, 1932, salary 
statistics for all groups of libraries will be 
published in one number of the Bulletin. 
This will add greatly to the usefulness of 
the statistics and has been made possible by 
the enlargement of the Bulletin this year. In 
this number will also appear a compilation 
of salary schedules of fifty-four representa- 
tive public libraries. The compilation, which 
was an arduous task, was made by M. 
Louise Hunt of the committee and will 
meet a long-felt need. 

The Salaries Committee was much grati- 
fied at the large round table meeting on 
salaries at New Haven, initiated by the 
Publicity Committee, at which Professor 
J. R. McGaughy of Teachers College, 
Columbia University, made an excellent 
address on “Raising Salaries.” 

The Salaries Committee met in joint 
session with the Committee on Library 
Administration at New Haven to consider 
simplification of terminology used by the 
two committees on questionnaires and 
forms for which they are responsible. Miss 
Hunt was appointed a member of the Com- 
mittee on Library Terminology which is 
working on this whole problem. She is 
having the assistance of Aubrey Lee Hill in 
the problem so far as it relates definitely 
to the work of the Salaries Committee. 

The committee held its customary meet- 
ing in Chicago at midwinter. Final revised 
forms for questionnaires on salaries were 
approved and other matters of detail were 
considered. 

The committee is not unaware of the 
serious effect which the depression with 
reduced library budgets may have on salary 
standards. The chairman was instructed 
by the committee to address the member- 
ship on the need for maintaining salary 
standards, and to urge librarians and boards 
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of trustees to make every effort to this end. 
A message along these lines appeared in the 
February Bulletin. 

The committee cannot fail to note the 
evident increasing interest of the Associ- 
ation in all matters relating to the person- 
nel of the profession, namely, education for 
librarianship, scholarships and fellowships, 
placement, salaries, retirement annuities. 
President Rathbone has seen fit to place 
special emphasis on problems affecting the 
personnel of the profession. The “Fields 
and Functions” of the American Library 
Association, adopted by the Council at the 
Midwinter Meeting, as a program for the 
Association, gave prominence to these same 
problems. 


Louis J. BAILEY 

Mary JosEPHINE BootH 
LiItLtiAN M. Evans 
Ausrey LEE HILi 
FRANKLIN F. Hopper 
James ALonzo Howarp 
M. Louise Hunt 
Dorsey W. Hype, Jr. 
Ear, N. MANCHESTER 
GERTRUDE D. May 
Epcar §. Ropinson 
CuHartes H. Compton, Chairman 


SCHEMES OF LIBRARY SERVICE 


As the principal duty of the committee 
is to keep up to date the Scheme of Classi- 


Total No. 
of Libraries 


Class 4 Pop. 5,000-9,500 


$1,860-$2,200 Rec. 13 
Class 5 Pop. 10,000-14,500 
$2,040-$2,400 Rec. 12 
Class 6 Pop. 15,000-24,000 
$2,160-$2,520 Rec. 13 
Class 7 Pop. 25,000-39,000 
$2,460-$3,000 Rec. II 
Class 8 Pop. 40,000-99,000 
$2,700-$3,900 Rec. 26 
Class 9 Pop. 100,000-200,000 
$3,500-$5,500 Rec. 30 
Class 10 Pop. 200,000-300,000 
$4,500-$6,500 Rec. 13 





fication of Public Libraries presented by the 
committee (printed in the Telford report 
on Proposed classification and compensation 
plans for library positions, p. 199) in 1927, 
it was decided to compare this year the 
salary scale recommended in the 1927 report 
with the salary statistics of public libraries 
compiled by the A. L. A. Committee on 
Salaries in 1931 (see Bulletin of the Asso- 
ciation, April and July, 1931), and to con- 
sider the advisability of a revision of the 
salary scale given in the 1927 report. 

Some members of the committee felt that 
it would be unwise to recommend higher 
salary rates at this time, and others felt 
that a recommendation to bring the rates up 
might help to maintain salary standards. 
After making a study of the comparison of 
salaries, however, the committee decided not 
to recommend any change this year, espe- 
cially as the findings showed so many libra- 
rians receiving less than the minimum rec- 
ommended by this committee in 1927. 

A total of 141 public libraries is listed in 
the statistics given in the April and July 
Bulletins, 1931. Of these, 64 are below the 
recommended minimum, 54 are above min- 
imum but below maximum, and 23 are at 
or above the maximum. The accompanying 
brief statistics may be of interest. In this 
table salaries of librarians of public libra- 
ries only, are included. Basis of comparison 
is population, and classes indicated are those 
used in the 1927 report. 


No. below No. below No. at or 
Minimum Maximum above Max. 
I! I I 
8 3 I 
II 2 
6 3 2 
9 10 7 
7 20 3 
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Total No. 
of Libraries 


Class 11 Pop. 300,000—700,000 
$6,000-$7,500 Rec. 13 
Class 12 Pop. 700,000—1,400,000 
$7,500-$9,000 Rec. 7 
Classes Pop. 1,500,000 and over 
13-14 $10,000—-up Rec. 3 


This committee recommends that every 
effort be made at the proper time to bring 
the A. L. A. classification and salary stand- 
ards to the attention of librarians and li- 
brary boards. 


FLORENCE OverTON, Chairman 


ScHooL LIBRARIES 


When the committee was appointed its 
objectives for the year were: 


1. To work for a closer coédperation with 
the National Education Association and 
other educational associations. 

2. To lend every aid to the establishment 
of a school library department at A. L. A. 
Headquarters as soon as practicable. 


3. To compile and edit the 1933 Year- 
book. 


When President Rathbone later ap- 
pointed three members to the joint commit- 
tee of the A. L. A. and N. E. A. it was 
understood that the first of our objectives 
belonged to the new committee, which is in 
position to bring about the much desired 
coéperation. While our committee feels 
that the demands of the school library field 
are sufficiently pressing to justify a separate 
department at headquarters, after careful 
consideration of the recommended A. L. A. 
economy and reorganization at the Mid- 
winter Meeting, it expressed a willingness 
to codperate in the proposed joint depart- 
ment for work with children and youth, 
which seems more likely to be realized than 
a separate department. 

School Library Rooms and Equipment 
has been selected as the topic for the Year- 
book which will be published in 1933. 

The committee is in touch with the De- 
partment of Elementary School Principals 
of the N. E. A. whose 1933 Yearbook, we 
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No. below 


Minimum Goan oboe tl 
3 4 6 
2 2 3 
2 I 


are happy to note, is to be devoted to the 
topic, The Principal and the Library. 
HELEN M. Harris, Chairman 


SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP 
See page 237. 


STATISTICAL BUREAU AT HEADQUARTERS 
See Library Research Bureau, page 271. 


Stupy OF DEVELOPMENT OF READING 
HaslitTs 
No report. 


SUBSCRIPTION Books 


The Committee on Subscription Books 
has continued its work of reviewing sub- 
scription sets and publishing the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin. The second volume is 
now complete, including reviews of about 
one hundred and twenty-two publications. 

Three events have encouraged the mem- 
bers of the committee during the last year. 
The first is the enlargement of the commit- 
tee to include eleven members. This was 
done with the hope of dividing work that 
has made too great inroads on the leisure 
hours and peace of mind of the librarians 
who have been doing it. —The new members 
bring us new points of view and widely 
varied experience. They represent addi- 
tional specialties, and we trust that the 
augmented geographical areas now repre- 
sented by the location of the various com- 
mittee members will widen our dragnet and 
bring us further information about the 
activities of subscription books publishers. 

In New Haven on June 26, the commit- 
tee had the pleasure of meeting in joint 
session with a committee of subscription 
books publishers. A limited number of 
librarians and publishers had been invited 
to attend, and the meeting was the result of 
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long correspondence between the chairman 
of this committee and the chairman of the 
Subscription Books Committee of the Na- 
tional Association of Book Publishers. At 
the latter’s invitation our committee had 
drawn up a Code of Practice presenting 
those ideals in the publishing of subscription 
books that would eliminate criticism and 
causes of complaint in this business. There 
was spirited and friendly debate on each 
article of this code. Most of these articles 
were printed in the Bulletin of the Ameri- 
can Library Association, September, 1931 
(p. 621). Subsequently the secretary of the 
National Association of Book Publishers 
asked for the code so that it could be dis- 
cussed at the annual meeting of that associ- 
ation, and it has been sent, also, to the 
chairman of the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee of that association for such future 
advertising of it as he can achieve. 

In October, 1931, the attorneys for the 
Federal Trade Commission went before the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals for 
the Seventh District, with the case of the 
Consolidated Book Publishers, Incorpo- 
rated, petitioner, vs. the Federal Trade 
Commission, respondent. The _ publisher 
was appealing against an order previously 
secured by the commission calling on him to 
desist from certain unfair practices. The 
order was, however, “affirmed.’’ This case 
illustrates many of the practices against 
which the Subscription Books Committee 
has been warning its readers in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin. The publication 
in question, Times encyclopedia, was re- 
viewed in the Subscription Books Bulletin, 
July, 1930. We consider this case another 
step forward toward the abolition of those 
practices that have made the Subscription 
Books Bulletin necessary. A quotation from 
the splendid, clear-cut decision handed down 
by Judge Sparks can be found in the Sub- 
scription Books Bulletin, January, 1932. 

These two incidents mark great progress 
in the effort to establish the same standards 
in the publishing and the library worlds. 

We have received other expressions of 
appreciation for the Subscription Books 
Bulletin from rural school people, among 
whom aid in book selection is particularly 
needed, and we hope that next year will see 


the services of the Bulletin made available 
much more widely in this field. 


May Woop WiccinTon, Chairman 


VENTILATION AND LIGHTING OF 
LIBRARY BUILDINGS 


Since the Committee on Ventilation and 
Lighting of Library Buildings submitted its 
last annual report, Heating and Ventilating 
for April, 1931, has published an article by 
the chairman, on “Problems of Library 
Heating and Ventilation.’”” This article has 
been reprinted, with some additions, as a 
separate publication by the American Library 
Association. Persons interested in this sub- 
ject, therefore, are referred to this special 
publication. 

At the present time a study is being made 
of an air filtering device which has been 
installed in the main library building of one 
of the members of the committee, but it is 
too soon to give detailed results, except to 
note in a general way that the ventilation 
of the building has been markedly improved, 
and there has been a noticeable decrease in 
the amount of soot and dirt that comes into 
it. To what extent there has been a de- 
crease in the sulphuric acid content of the 
air and the injury caused thereby to leather 
and fabrics, it is impossible to say. At least 
a year’s observation and study is desirable 
before making a definite report. 

It may be added, however, that the com- 
mittee is of the opinion that the installation 
of an air filtering device in any library 
building in a locality where there is a con- 
siderable amount of smoke in the at- 
mosphere is well worth considering and 
especially at this time, when the cost of 
installation is very much less than it was 
three years ago. On the other hand, we 
believe that all new library buildings lo- 
cated where soft coal is generally used should 
be equipped with air filters, for the sake 
of the people, for the sake of the books, 
and for the sake of prolonging the life of 
building decorations. And this should be 
in addition to other equipment for good ven- 
tilation as described in our earlier reports. 

D. AsHLEY HooKER 
Harry MI tier LypENBERG 
SAMUEL H. Ranck, Chairman 
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VisuAL METHODS 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON MOTION PICTURE 
PREVIEWS 


Of the 28 motion pictures previewed dur- 
ing the past year, 21 were accepted as 
suitable for library publicity. Of these 9 
were taken directly from novels or plays, 4 
could be used as a basis for travel lists, 
6 were selected for their entertainment 
value in connection with books of the same 
nature, one was of historic interest, and 
one was concerned with a sociological prob- 
lem. 

The following 9, which were based on 
novels and a play, were indorsed for the 
excellence of their presentation and for 
the faithful adherence to the spirit, if not 
to the letter, of the original: American 
tragedy, Arrowsmith, Cimarron, Daddy 
Longlegs, Huckleberry Finn, A Connecti- 
cut Yankee, Twenty-four hours, Penrod 
and Sam, and the Royal family of Broad- 
way. 

We were disappointed not to be able to 
recommend Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. Our 
rejection was due primarily to its deviation 
from the story, but also as in the case of 
Frankenstein, because of its too literal 
presentation of horrors. 

A conflict of duties made it impossible for 
anyone to preview The guardsman, which 
otherwise we should have been happy to 
recommend. 

The four travel pictures were: Around 
the world in eighty minutes, I am from 
Siam, Rango, and Tabu. 

The last named is a silent film memorable 
for its beautiful production, the splendid 
acting of the Polynesian principals, and the 
poetic charms of its tragic legend. 

Again the committee hesitated to reject 
so popular a film as Trader Horn. The de- 
cision was finally made because of its over- 
emphasis on the element of cruelty. 

The experiment of broadening our lists 
to include a few pictures of popular appeal, 
which might serve the imaginative librarian 
as the excuse for stirring up the circulation 
of old-timers, led to the indorsement of the 
following: 


Delicious 
America as the melting pot. 
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Devotion 

Cinderella type of love story. 
Mata-Hari 

The war spy. 
Over the Hill 

Home and family life of humble folk, 
Skippy 

The small boy, sentiment and fun. 
Young as You Feel 


Emancipation from old age humorously 
treated. 


The one film of historic interest was 
Alexander Hamilton in which George Ar- 
liss gives a meticulous, if slightly elderly, 
interpretation of that fascinating statesman, 

Juvenile court, the last mentioned, is 
frankly propaganda, pleading for better 
conditions in reformatories. 

Bookmarks prepared during 1931 by the 
Cleveland Public Library include: Alex- 
ander Hamilton, Cimarron, A Connecticut 
Yankee, The Dreyfus case, The great 
meadow, Huckleberry Finn, The mystery of 
life, Resurrection, and Tabu. 

Copies of these may be obtained from the 
New York office of the Motion Picture 
Producers, 28 West Forty-fourth Street. 

The personnel of the preview committee 
remains unchanged. 


HELEN ARMSTRONG CONNELL 
KATHARINE KENDIG GARBUTT 
RuHopA WILLIAMS MARSHALL 
ALICE SCHECK 

Giapys CALDWELL, Chairman 


GEORGE WASHINGTON LISTS 


The Committee on George Washington 
Lists sent copy to the George Washington 
Bicentennial Commission July 14, 1931. It 
was accepted and printed as sent, though 
several books selected did not please the 
commission. The commission added a num- 
ber of titles, acceptable to the committee, 
and also the whole list of the commission s 
publications. The pamphlet as printed is 
sixteen pages larger than planned when the 
committee sent copy. First printing was 0 
January, 1932, and a large issue for distribu- 
tion to American libraries follows shortly. 


Aucustus H. SHEARER, Chairman 
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WorK WITH THE BLIND 

The World Conference on Work with 
the Blind was an outstanding event of the 
year. Delegates from fifty countries were 
invited by President Hoover to be present. 
The conference opened April 13, 1931 in 
New York City. Following the conference 
the delegates were taken on a nine-day tour 
to representative agencies for the blind in 
the northeastern section of the United 
States. All who were privileged to meet this 
group of leaders in the work experienced 
an intellectual and spiritual stimulus never 
to be forgotten. Robert B. Irwin of the 
American Foundation for the Blind had a 
large part in bringing this conference to 
pass. 

The passing of the Pratt-Smoot Bill ap- 
propriated $100,000 yearly for books for the 
blind. Funds are being administered by 
the Library of Congress. Herman H. B. 
Meyer of the Legislative Reference Service 
has been made director of the Project, 
Books for the Blind. Under his direction 
fourteen new titles have been embossed and 
are in circulation at the present time which 
is a wonderful record of achievement. Blind 
readers have the usual desire for fiction 
and they should have it, but the non-fiction 
titles of the list will help furnish the foun- 
dation of a balanced collection that is so 
necessary. The committee’s suggestions of 
titles to be embossed were sent to Dr. 
Meyer in the form of lists that were rather 
long but duly numbered to indicate the 
book selection. The book selection of the 
lists was very good and the idea of the long 
lists had been suggested in an early discus- 
sion with A. L. A. Headquarters. At Secre- 
tary Milam’s suggestion a list of 100 Braille 
titles was prepared, made up from the sug- 
gestions already sent in. A list of 50 titles 
made up in the same way for Moon type 
was also prepared and both lists were sent 
to Dr. Meyer. 

New York State Library reports the ac- 
cession of eleven titles from the $100,000 
fund of the Library of Congress. The fol- 
lowing titles were chosen by the three mem- 
bers of the Book-of-the-Minute Committee 
appointed by Dr. Meyer to offer suggestions 
each month for the embossing of one title 
of fiction and one of non-fiction from the 





Library of Congress fund: Adams, Epic of 
America; Baker, Adventures in solitude; 
Buck, The good earth; Delafield, Diary of 
a provincial lady. Requests had come for 
the titles advertised to be embossed before 
the books had been received and they are 
in almost constant circulation. 

New York Public Library reports the 
largest circulation in its history, this being 
probably due to the large number of acces- 
sions and to the increase of unemployment 
among the blind. The first of the books 
provided by the government began to arrive 
the last of October. The choice of titles in 
non-fiction is excellent, but the readers who 
are blind have the same desire for fiction 
as others have and it is to be hoped that the 
Braille collection now being developed 
through federal appropriations will not 
consist too largely of informative reading. 

We hope to maintain a small group of 
volunteer transcribers who will put special 
books into Braille as occasion demands but 
we are no longer emphasizing this work as 
the need for it is not so urgent. Through 
the Henry F. Holmes Fund which was left 
for the purpose of increasing Braille litera- 
ture, the library is coéperating with the 
American Braille Press in the publication 
of the Braille Book Review, a monthly mag- 
azine which is a guide to Braille publica- 
tions coming from the English and Amer- 
ican presses. Regular publication began with 
the January 1932 issue and it has been en- 
thusiastically received by readers. Our only 
change of policy this year is to cut down 
somewhat on the magazines. 

The circulation of Braille music scores 
very nearly reached the 5,000 mark. 

The Michigan Library for the Blind, 
Saginaw, Michigan, reports progress and an 
increase in circulation of 10 per cent over 
last year. As most of the patrons of this 
library read for recreation, principally, it 
would be more suitable for this library if 
more books of fiction, travel, and biography 
were printed from the federal fund. 

The three magazines recently issued, the 
Braille edition of the Outlook for the Blind, 
the Jewish Braille Review and the Book 
Review are meeting with approval from our 
readers. Our Special interests most of our 
women readers. 
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The Detroit Public Library realizes so 
much the value of the new Braille Book Re- 
view that it has urged all its readers to 
send for it. Through the kindness of a mem- 
ber of the Detroit Junior League some sixty 
subscriptions have been given away in order 
to push this splendid library organ and in- 
troduce it more thoroughly. 

The library room has been the scene of 
many happy gatherings since its opening 
nearly thirteen years ago. The Braille card 
club has a large and growing membership 
and enjoys meeting in the library room. A 
very beautiful children’s party was given at 
Christmas time around the fireplace in the 
Children’s Room. Blind children from the 
Junior League Training Cottage gave the 
Ruggles’ Christmas dinner from The 
Birds’ Christmas carol. 

Our library now shelves 126.5 feet of 
Braille hand-copied books. This represents 
126.5 feet of much appreciated generosity. 

The Indiana State Library reports the 
decrease in the book fund has made it im- 
possible to add many new titles and crowded 
quarters and insufficient staff make it im- 
possible to develop our department for the 
blind as it should be. The local Junior 
League chapter has transcribed a novel and 
a book list for us during the past year. 

The Oklahoma Library Commission says 
that one of their most interesting features 
is the two catalogs, one in Braille and one 
in ink print. The Braille catalog was fur- 
nished the commission through the courtesy 
of the students of the state school at Mus- 
kogee. The one copy of the Readers’ Digest 
is sent on a “round robin” of circulation for 
at least six months. 

St. Louis Public Library finds the books 
received from the Library of Congress are 
most helpful. Volunteer transcribers are 
very active having completed 46 Braille vol- 
umes since April 30, 1931. The Depart- 
ment for the Blind was selected as the point 
of distribution for white enameled canes 
which were given to the blind of St. Louis 
under the auspices of the United Workers 
for the Blind of Missouri. Substantial in- 
creases in circulation are reported over last 
year. 

The Canadian National Institute for the 
Blind reports nothing new. The work is 
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largely routine and offers no salient points 
for this year. 

The Georgia Library Commission had a 
fire in December 1930 that destroyed q 
portion of the book collection. Most of the 
books lost were in New York Point and the 
insurance money received was spent for Re- 
vised Braille books. These with the gift 
books from Library of Congress have in- 
creased the circulation very noticeably in 
the past few months. Embossed book lists 
have been distributed widely. Publicity has 
been given through the press. Letters were 
written to the state schools of our own and 
neighboring states. We also obtained from 
the Library of Congress a list of their 
Georgia blind readers and sent one letter to 
them. 

California State Library says this has 
been a very active year in the acquisition 
of books. The Red Cross transcribers and 
other volunteer workers have produced an 
unusual number of books and since the 
United States government books have be- 
come available, this new and live material 
is a decided stimulus in the work. Circula- 
tion has steadily increased and while bor- 
rowers have told us they were not reading 
so much because of their enjoyment of the 
radio, many times they return to the more 
quiet pleasure of reading later. 

The Louisville Library reports a serious 
reduction of the book fund and service to 
the blind has suffered. With the American 
Printing House for the Blind in Louisville 
we should have some definite program of 
service. We plan to study the situation to 
decide what shall be done. 

The Library of Perkins Institution re- 
ports much increased circulation. Our read- 
ers seem to demand fiction. In school it is 
a very different matter, our teachers are de- 
lighted and have the pupils read many of 
the books and look forward to others listed. 
The Harvard Class has just finished its 
first semester. The reference library of 
“Blindiana” literature has been a very busy 
place with groups reading and studying. 

Chicago Public Library has had a very 
successful year and its largest circulation. 
The volunteer transcribers have been very 
active; 133 titles and 534 volumes have been 
added. The Johanna Lodge No. 9, United 
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Order of True Sisters Group have tran- 
scribed 2,793 pages of music; 2,415 pages of 
Latin, Spanish and French for musicians 
and high school students. Judging from the 
popularity of the government books already 
received, a new reading interest has been 
created. 

Service for the Blind of the Library of 
Congress has reached a larger number of 
readers than have been served previously in 
any twelve months. The embossed catalog 
in Braille 14 has been of great service to 
borrowers, especially to the deaf blind. The 
transcribing section reports this year to be 
the tenth year of Braille transcribing. The 
preparation and printing of a course of 
study designed to teach seeing volunteers by 
correspondence has been revised and en- 
larged and is now in its sixth edition and is 
known as a Braille transcribing manual. 
The Braille proofreaders manual has also 
been prepared and published and so far as 
is known is the only book of its kind in 
existence. It is designed for the training of 
blind experts. This year has broken all 
records in the output of the Braille tran- 
scribing section. 

The Cincinnati Library announces the ap- 
pointment of Roy Frank to be in charge of 
the Library for the Blind. Mr. Frank is 
a blind student who will receive his degree 
this year from the University of Cincinnati. 
He took charge of the library January 9. 

The Cleveland Library had added to its 
collection a few carefully chosen educational 
sex books. As such books are not available 
for purchase the volunteer transcriber was 
pressed into the service. De Schweinitz, 
Sanger, Dennett, Galloway and Popenoe 
were some of the authors chosen. The books 
are given out with discrimination and we 
have received responses like these: “I did 


not know such books were available.” “I 
would not like to ask seeing friends to do 
this kind of reading for me.” “It is prefer- 


able to inform oneself from a book.” We 
are fortunate in having two nurses in our 
transcribing group who were very willing 
to emboss this type of book. 

Philadelphia Free Library reports that 
seven titles in 850 volumes have been em- 
bossed in the department by the Vaughan 
Press. This work has been made possible 


through the codperation of the Lloyd Unem- 
ployment Relief Committee, 1931, with Mrs. 
George Wharton Pepper and the Junior 
League of Philadelphia. 

Mrs. Delfino was one of the official dele- 
gates to the World Conference on Work 
with the Blind and conducted a Round 
Table on Libraries and Museums. During 
the visit of the delegates April 20, 1931, 
one hundred and five persons visited the de- 
partment. The first dictionary in any lan- 
guage in embossed print, made in Philadel- 
phia in 1860 in Line type, was displayed with 
other embossed material. 

The conferring of the degree of Doctor 
of Humane Letters upon Miss Helen Keller 
on February 16, 1931, and upon Mrs. Anne 
Sullivan Macy on February 16, 1932, by 
President Charles E. Beury at the Found- 
er’s Day Exercises of Temple University in 
Philadelphia, was of especial interest to the 
Free Library. A. Edward Newton, a mem- 
ber of the Board of Trustees, presented both 
Miss Keller and Mrs. Macy for the degree. 

The Texas State Library reports that, 
due to its overcrowded condition, it has 
been necessary practically to discontinue 
buying books for the last eighteen months. 
When more space is obtained, book buying 
will be resumed. There have been received 
from volunteer transcribers nineteen inter- 
esting titles, mostly fiction. 

Seattle Public Library has discarded vol- 
umes in New York point, American Braille, 
and Line type. These rarely circulated 
and the Seattle library could no longer 
allow the space needed to house them. We 
arranged with other libraries to take care 
of any later requests which we might have 
for books in these types. 

A special feature in the Braille tran- 
scribing which we tried out for the first 
time in 1931 was the repair of mutilated 
Braille books. When we found a few pages 
of a book missing or the pages badly torn, 
we had these pages copied by a transcriber. 
The new pages were then inserted into the 
book by our bindery. 

In selecting titles to be transcribed we 
often choose titles by well known Seattle or 
Washington State authors. We attempt too 
to secure titles of special readers of the 
Pacific northwest and of course we some- 
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times select a title that is never likely to 
be stereotyped such as Alarcén’s The three- 
cornered hat. 


ANNIE E. Carson, Chairman 


WORK WITH THE ForEIGN Born 


A Consultation Hour on work with racial 
groups was held at the New Haven con- 
ference. This brought together a group of 
specialists in various phases of this work to 
take questions from librarians attending the 
meeting on their individual problems. The 
meeting was divided into seven small group 
conferences, simultaneously held. Specialists 
took questions on each of the following top- 
ics: Italian books; Hungarian books; Polish 
books; Judaica; French books; the catalog- 
ing of foreign books; and the codperation of 
libraries and evening schools. Two under- 
lying themes characterized all discussions: 
the need of keeping up to date lists already 
published as well as publishing new lists, and 
the need of a central depository available to 
others interested. As an outgrowth of this 
Consultation Hour, a subcommittee was 
appointed to promote the increased publica- 
tion of books for adult beginners, giving 
humanized material in simple form. This 
subcommittee has since been merged into a 
Subcommittee on Readable Books appointed 
by the A. L. A. Board on the Library and 
Adult Education. 

A number of important projects have been 
undertaken by committee members this year. 
Ida Farrar of the Springfield (Mass.) Pub- 
lic Library, has made a list of books in easy 
English, now available, which actual test- 
ing with readers proves to be useful. Miss 
Farrar has also compiled a list of lists use- 
ful to librarians serving racial groups, 
printed in the February Booélist. Edla Laur- 
son of the Detroit Public Library, is arrang- 
ing for the compilation of a list of modern 
books in Bulgarian suited for library pur- 
chase. This is expected in April, and will 
be filed at A. L. A. Headquarters for the 
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use of librarians who need it in their work. 

The committee’s Subcommittee on Scan. 
dinavian Books, of which Rudolph H. Gjels- 
ness of the New York Public Library js 
chairman, expects to print a Swedish list in 
a spring number of the 4merican-Scanding- 
vian Review. 

The Kosciuszko Foundation Book Review 
Committee, established last year at the re- 
quest of the A. L. A. Committee on Work 
with the Foreign Born, expects to publish 
its second list of current Polish books suited 
to library use in the Poland America maga- 
zine, now published at Ware, Massachu- 
setts, at thirty cents a copy. 

At the request of the editor of the Library 
Journal, the chairman of the Committee on 
Work with the Foreign Born is codperating 
in plans for the publication of a series of 
foreign lists, especially in the more difficult 
languages. Two that are well under way 
are a list in modern Greek, being prepared 
by Mrs. Alison Alessios of the New York 
Public Library, and one in Arabic, being 
prepared by the chairman of the Syrian Sub- 
committee of the Inter-racial Citizens’ Com- 
mittee of Massachusetts. 

At the suggestion of the committee the 
presidents of the New York and the Penn- 
sylvania library associations have appointed 
committees on work with racial groups. The 
chairmen of these committees are Laure 
Claire Foucher of the Utica (N. Y.) Li- 
brary, and Susan Himmelwright of the Ali- 
quippa (Pa.) Library. With Massachusetts, 
these are the only state committees for the 
reading of racial groups known to the na- 
tional committee. It is earnestly hoped that 
other states having large foreign popula- 
tions will make similar appointments. 

At the request of the Foreign Language 
Information Service, this committee, through 
Vera Morgan, prepared an article about 
library service to racial groups for release 
to the foreign press of the country. 


EpNA PHILLIPS, Chairman 
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Income Summary—19 31 


Budget 
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ER hei sale aces 5 ah R-a' as d/due Adis SiGeresimabadion aise sr.anaie 17,500.00 
TERE EEE IR EE 4,550.00 
a ol ERS gC 110.00 
a og. 2 oc ik Scars vers koa. © a <'a. saab wa Gelaka Beams 3,200.00 
ria fie ig cols we aun cp ey Hed ia :& as uae RO ACs Kis Ne Hse SIRE 1,900.00 
Ne Geiials: io dob. 6d a eR DAMS MON. 0 29S 4N eA EOE MO RRO“ 41,195.00 
Es rll edie ta Aldine RN tants aad dasseabow) 4 SKB RNS Km Ke) ih KS 600.00 

Car. ae Lk ache akin wee bike ada VE Ree R esis Jamas 
6 aca da np ecu tbh 6. cs4shre Wine ale.n 6 ood peste acdin are 2,575.00 
a i ong elena cin Em htislaiK die, as 06 0:40: ata 0 dpaiioeGroiayoelio'® “es 275.00 
Grants—Carnegie Corporation of New York?............0 00000 cece cue 21,500.00 


ReORERE MMCRUOM TORE. 06555 css scene ccese ss teccseccesenseses 


Carnegie Endowment for International Peace..... : tae "1,500.00 
Rocketeller Foundation 


Is iad a a ig eA Yarcac aul si Sve'fas 8 Kiwi co Wo! jel enw WK 1,000.00 
eg on oy Sc Gog winkl SiS A-Mid ASS: 6.6. ae ore oa-ab d-0. 8 were erw.diere sae EEN 
a? Bela ora a Sh i. Ach cal pids Cai haw 1m WH DL Wid cob. cmp don ee 

i a ace m5 cg: w 6 wrdiwia Bd: 6rd aa ldvAcn 8,500.00 
ie caeee D. C. Numbers (Literary of Congress)... ......... ccc cee cee ny eee 
Carnegie Corporation Endowment Fund...............0 0000 cee ueuceaccee 49,700.00 
Ea eR On Oe caccces os Sepeeee 
SN ee i a aaa cara, oe aele sa! G-4/S Galea be aa. 8a e w'ar@lbve.d o.e'sere a.emieie 50.00 
Sales of Departmental SS Se en RAS oe ee a 150.00 
SOE GU SMMUUNNI MONOD. noose tte ncencrscccnccvcnscecseuas 32,450.00 
Sao 5 aidcsia- Khas ddan sh cawe saan a hee eems ... 16,887.07 

a A ae ed ee lana ace, a5 ce wl tani deka RI Mod Sweeinore elem $316,632.07 


+Grants as follows: 
PEE te ne ee 
Regional Field Work in the South 
Scholarships and Fellowships 
Winnetka Study 


Ce 


When 1931 budgets were first adopted only part of these grants had been made. 


Disbursement Summary 





Budget 
1931 

I och. le nonin ale OR Chale cee wen peter ne eeamabewmawinen $ 18,453.71 
a Ag ug Sodas baud Ow 6B oie wa 28,815.50 
BRORGGUATICTE noice ccc c cece: eae ae, Selatan Lier at ER A etre ee 19,975.00 
ENE ESET CCP OCT OT ey er er Ae .... 19,469.00 
NN e.g cjg pS eda sbn. 4.016, W's) Ga 4 4.415. we mreinrsiecnin’ Tee rer rer 8,683.36 
oe en ee 267.99 
Rural Library Extension Institute................. gine as 3 Go it 301.13 
War Funds ...... GEE eeRaae bSaine eles a bata ors ee 14.60 
$ 95,980.29 

NN cite as Aia hia die Ride baseddove9'> * Sse ca he sca hice 5 sh alps o ga 
D. C. Numbers on L. C. Cards...... peter ee DES Sate te dh Canteen bie reer © 
Membership and Conference....... AE Le rT eee s mater’ areele Stacie 49,348.82 
IE arg a b.c Acne Sonia cb eidiard-ae,s'ss De tat ateey Gere nas. 38 sce ererualite Ani fesse Manoa 91,395.95 
$188,628.01 

Books for the Blind.............. Rey ee ot hee a PE Le Se $ 876.73 
errr Siesta cant OW aid Se sos hua, error ufonc sh m's DiS, pra 636.74 
Cooperative Cnsdioaton aM RO aire Sh atal eR ian SE a ch iaietdj eva 8 aseun Miss eer oatands sigan 
Foreign Government Serials. . 3,434.87 
International Library. Codperation. . , ae Coben dabiné olece eas conde 4,468.73 
Library Conferences in Canada........ ree ee sas ce dea ore Sd iapgrtece ni daticreaeiell 8,180.83 
a ere S52 estos tear reel onnita Shas ae aceen 25.69 
Regional Field Work in the South..... Be akan 5 cease aes te rere eae 9,323.17 
SOUtMOPM BOPVEF ... 6c ccc c cee ies AT en ee 77.01 
RII 5 66..0' 0.5.8 ec Re eben, 0.5'4!5 wee deere ee Le ula onate oR oui sid Rea 5,000.00 
$ 32,023.77 

ee Na le aa ab ia Sie ew RO HL aaa ak eae ale $316,632.07 





+Disbursed through International Library Coéperation. 


Cash January | 
and Receipts 
931 


$ 10,338.37 
8 


46,420.54 
92,092.44 
33.29 
382.79 
26,730.10 
16,887.07 


$351,051.29 


50.00 


Disbursements 
1931 

$ 17,567.96 

20,318.35 

19,384.48 

9,429.52 

"301.13 

$ 95,495.34 


35,213.84 
‘ 4.27 


$179,471.17 

$716.31 
3,167.7 

369688 

7°430.17 

349. o 

10, 482. is 

s,000. 00 

$ 32,824.37 


¢ ee 
$307,790.88 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 291 
Aputt EDUCATION AND THE LIBRARY Sy ees $ 478.00 $ 455892 
Receipts and SOMOS c.ccccsccesecess QOCEMD 8 »§© O,SERAS 
Budget Disbursements Stationery and supplies... 330.00 358.87 
Receipts 1931 1931 Telephone and telegraph.. 40.00 39.32 
Cash balance January 1, . me + ce POM 35400ccen0dscsene 300.00 329.74 
Pia os 405s0sc0ccee a J 
ae af TNE -nncnnpecsepencaan $10,000.00 $ 9,940.90 
. “ee 537.10 $37.10 
Carnegie Corporation of Total disbursements. ...$28,815.50 $28,493.90 
Maw WORK... .ccccssecscs 3,750.00 3,750.00 as 
Carnegie Corporation En- Cash balance December 
dowment Fund Income... 10,105.10 9,437.29 . 1 cccccee eee 848.79* 
Royalties on Publications... 50.00 33.29 anaes 
Underwritten by Special $27,645.11 
Membership .......--.-- - 3,806.08 3,806.08 patina aid 
| Ee Pe aire ate $18,453.71 $17,769.19 *Overdraft or deduction. 
Disbursements Book ist Receipts and 
rtmental : 3 Budget Disbursements 
uditing ..... baipisniee cies $ 50.00 $ 50.00 Receipts 1931 9 
Books and periodicals.... 45.00 16.47 Cash balance January 1, 
Equipment ....--++++e++s 15.00 7.58 1DSE sa cccccccssscesscece 616.40" $ 616.40* 
POStaMe ..ccccccccccsecs 150.00 286.18 Carnegie Endowment Fund. 4,550.00 »798.87 
j Printing .....-sccccceeee 1,200.00 1,202.03 pO REPOS 10,000.00 10,338.37 
| Salaries—regular ........ 8,133.00 7,460.16 Sale of Booklist extra copies 345.00 203.48 
GR 150.00 74.78 Sale of review copies....... 3,845.00 3,168.10 
Stationery | ——. . = = Subscriptions ...........6. 17,500.00 15,630.21 
Telephone and telegraph.. R . 
rrr 695.71 614.29 er ee ee $35,623.60 $33,522.63 
Miscellaneous ........... 150.00 59.84 
Disbursements 
0 Ee eee $10,728.71 $ 9,884.52 Departmental: 
—— solicitation. ..$ anes $ 2,315.56 
_ Rea f J 
General office: Advertising Booklist ne . ™ i 447-63 
Postage ...+..eeeeeeeeee $ 300.00 $ 288.22 Auditing ............... 60.00 75.00 
Salaries ........++- wees 6,855.00 6,775.67 Collection and exchange.. 125.00 138.60 
Stationery and supplies... 270.00 293.09 Equipment ............. 150.00 57.40 
Telephone and telegraph. . 30.00 29.50 EG ack wrasisoaueinon 525.00 675.74 
oe dine bbc ara wa canes 270.00 296.96 Printing PRK Recess 8,100.00 8,441.04 
th hedniin ed $ 7,725.00 $ 7,683.44 7 None ee -- a 6 
, Stat wa : r 
Total disbursements. ...$18,453.71 $17,567.96 Telephone and po a . “23.00 8b499 
See DE :4'0.4.044%35 50000 se 0.00 335.14 
Cash balance December Miscellaneous ........-+. 50.00 126.55 
tte eeeeeees 201.23 SE tosnseesaneen 538.60 ceanwioe 
Total ....ccceseoes $17,769.19 WOE Sciccsscsekseecd $29,623.60 $29,273.49 
a we office : $ . $ 
DD Gadbnkueneaean<ee 300.00 288.51 
SN a ocak hecixind eam 5,500.00 5,436.46 
BoarD OF EDUCATION FOR Stationery and supplies... 160.00 173.46 
LIBRARIANSHIP | | oe 17:34 
Receipts and 
: Budget Disbursements WOE cvsnaseuccanseas $ 6,000.00 $ 5,940.35 
Receipts 1931 1931 3 
Cash, balance January 1, Total disbursements. ...$35,623.60 $35,213.84 
Rei ebhdies wecn'si6s 335.80" $  335.80* ——— 
Cash transf Cash balance December 
Camegie ‘Corporation of - 7 anna We aka scscasat 1,691.21* 
4. aaa 3,750. i ane fen on 
Carnegie Corporation Endow- nn a $33,522.63 
_ ,ment Fund Income.... 17,765.73 16,595.34 iach 
Underwritten by Special iat ; 
Membership ........... 6,691.09 6,691.09 Overdraft or deduction. 
cc oclicsad $28,815.50 $27,645.11 Books ror THE Buinp 
: Receipts and 
Disbursements ee Disbursements 
é eceipts 9 
Se: a 75.00 § 7.00 og aa January 1, 
Books and “he a 13°00 yy + eee 876.73 $ 876.73 
See . 94.00 Total $ 876.73 876.73 
Postage oe ereasionts ee NEF eo newennccesenns 76. 6. 
printing . 7 ‘ Siento 423.61 Disbursements 
—" — BOON .08:60664080006% $ 876.73 $ 716.31 
TT ns SESE eee Ee J 
Telephone -_ acme peeps we WD cin. K0isdsscsdareas $ 876.73 $ 716.31 
I 9618 Soba dsa:0:0-0.0 1,460.50 1,200.49 Cash balance Decemb: 
cow ee 78.09 ees me ‘ 160.42 
ee $18,815.50 $18,553.00 


$ 876.73 











292 
BuILpDING FunpD 
Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 
Cash balance January 
fa res $ 636.74 $ 636.74 
DE, WR i cciccdeasda stleueeas 43.79 
Cash balance December 
a ee $ 680.53 


CoOPERATIVE LIBRARY CATALOGING 


Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
1931 9 


Receipts 1931 
General re BN ina hans cneeene $5,000.00 
RE ret nna ela ds ieleisiadae aman $5,000.00 
Disbursements 
ORE ETRE OTe CCE Tee $ 24.62 
EES Sane ere er eres 1,848.93 
Stationery and supplies......sccccscccsecs 483.20 
Telephone and telegraph..............2..- 4.55 
WEE Agate REe eee hae sso weak ek oman 806.44 
MINI vine bok dessa a is 0 os deri casa corer $3,167.74 
Cash balance December 31, 1931..... 1,832.26 
$5,000.00 
CONTINGENT FUND 
Receipts and 
; Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 
Cash balance January 1, 
|. ARES ear ss avesarns $ 2,641.89 
Transfer to other budgets... ........ 2,641.89F 
Cash balance December 
DEP Wicecisatecs abheeuGa  . radu ee 
+Transfer. 


D. C. Numpsers on L. C. Carps 


Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
31 

















Receipts 
Cash balance January 1, 

SS Se er $ 3,759.64 $ 3,759.64 
SINNED oo 0:5 5.0.0.6.0:6:0:0:0 8,500.00 7,632.57 
Underwritten by Library 

Se ce crats KC cnabine aiasasoenawen 500.00 

OE Saab a eaecdcsiowe $12,259.64 $11,892.21 
Disbursements 
Departmental: 

NY Sa os nad an lg Me anacaaca $ 15.00 

Pe rrr . er 

I gin a ahs we ted wee 8,000.00 8,002.95 

Postage, telephone, and 

SR 50.00 34.87 
Stationery and supplies..... 100.00 16.17 

oo” Re ae oe ee 

UG a ing sien ps ace eee 75.00 125.19 

Applying on 1932........ See hn sewaee 

TI ihe pa trdtann ec omeer $11,759.64 $ 8,194.18 
General office: 

EE eee ee $ 50.00 $ 46.86 

ES eee 350.00 343.50 

Stationery and supplies... 50.00 53.82 

Ey xa obra. miewietecies 50.00 55.91 

ED. anced a2 4aDa cen $ 500.00 $ 500.09 





- - $12,259.64 $8 





Total disbursements. . 


Cash balance December 


Ey ERO Baw swcwvionw 3,197.94 


$11,892.21 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


ForEIGN GOVERNMENT SERIALS 





Receipts an 
Budget Disbussemat 
Receipts 1931 193} 
Cash balance January 1, $3 
ERS ar 1434.87 3,434, 
Rockefeller Foundation........+..... ’ 5000.05 
————— 
TO ccdecawreasesias $ 3,434.87 $ 8,434.97 
es 
Disbursements 
rer hare $ 3,168.01 $ 1,081.45 
ree ae oe eee 4,241.79 
Stationery and supplies..... ........ 75.70 
(| ee ere 266.86 277.61 
BO. Sdcwitixabasonne $ 3,434.87 $ 5,676.55 
Cash balance December 
| i.) eas 2,758.32 
$ 8,434.87 


_ 


HEADQUARTERS 


Receipts and 
' Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 1931 


Cash balance January 1, 
1931 











ELSE PER Te 296.58* $ 296.58" 
Cash transfer as of January 1 614.24 614.24 
Carnegie Corporation of 
OS eer 3,750.00 3,750.00 
Carnegie Corporation Endow- 
ment Fund Income...... 11,555.17 10,792.78 
Underwritten by Special 
ee ee re 4,352.17 4,352.17 
ONE Soke ish weaewes $19,975.00 $19,212.61 
Disbursements 
CE RR eer Disasacke $ 25.00 
Books and periodicals...... 250.00 292.80 
Building supplies.......... 300.00 328.64 
ee rere rrr es 550.00 531.84 
NE oc hicbindian-éayenkuie “Saacew 96.16 
Sree rrr ne 700.00 752.06 
Maintenance and repairs... 100.00 118.73 
I goa rk a inl we 16,200.00 16,200.00 
Telephone and telegraph.... 1,425.00 1,551.14 
Miscellaneous ..........e0% 300.00 421.98 
errr ere 180.00 = svvcccee 
MODE - 65 )'maweee cease $19,975.00 $20,318.35 
Cash balance December 
34, Dc Seaiecaeaanes 1,105.74" 
$19,212.61 


*Overdraft or deduction. 


INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY COOPERATION 


Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 
Cash balance January 1, 
1 RS Sa Reet $ 1,468.73 $ 1,468.73 
Carnegie Corporation of 
ek Seer 1,500.00 6,750.00 
Carnegie Endowment for 
International Peace...... 1,500.00 3,000.00 
Transfer from Paris Library 
POON sc acercaesnaacuns caiances 25.69 
tel 5 aliisadinrdccaa ss $ 4,468.73 $11,244.42 


————— 
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Disbursements General Office: 
i me A. Lathropt....$....000+ $ 867.76 I inst ews i $ 300.00 $ 288.22 
| Me tente...-.---- -.----.- 800.00 EE cicdaxanininnoois 6,855.00 6,775.67 
= Miss Freda K. Waldont.... 1,500.00 —1,000.00 Stationery and supplies... 270.00 293.09 
Miss Greta Smitht......... -....... 1,500.00 Telephone and telegraph.. 30.00 29.50 
Mr. Wu (Scholarship)..... 2,500.00 2,000.00 WEEE: daw aesanarackcnes 270.00 296.96 
- Miss Chavez (Scholarship). "500.00 500.00 
ne SEG WEMER. 0. ...00s csceceee 750.00 Po ncccinaveviennnd $ 7,725.00 $ 7,683.44 
saa Miscellaneous ......+-ee+e2 eeeeeeee 12.41 : 
87 450080 9 7,43017 Total Disbursements. ..$19,469.00 $19,384.48 
—_ BED i pae0 000 a5: :0:00:0 . F ‘ ; ———_—_—_— 
toe a Cash balance December 
Cash balance December Oh, BEE Sidedcaceas 361.56* 
45 SP coscinecess 3,814.25 <ongpigmaaane 
79 —_—_—__ $19,022.92 
70 $11,244.42 SOS SSS 
61 aaa en 
ones ™ *Overdraft or deduction. 
55 tTraveling Fellowships. A separate budget for 
scholarships and fellowships is being set up for 1932. REGIONAL FIELD WORK IN THE SOUTH 
32 Receipts and 
— Budget Disbursements 
87 Liprary CONFERENCES IN CANADA enone 1931 1931 
id Receipts and Cash balance January 1, 
Budget Disbursements er rrre $ 9,323.17 $ 9,323.17 
Receipts 1931 1931 Carnegie Corporation of 
Cash balance January 1, Me Wii66es6c0k005 Candkbne 13,500.00 
and BOB ccccccccccccccecese $ 8,180.83 $ 8,180.83 - 
ents WD nsnseracensoascd $ 9,323.17 $22,823.17 
Total ..cccccccscseece $ 8,180.83 $ 8,180.83 
. Disbursements “— 
s |. EE Ape rerser | AeNriysean ‘ 
= _ Disbursements irenneaiaepbe ’ 1,410.00 5 51h55 
Printing report.........++- $ 1,000.00 $.......- Rent of office............45 342.50 540.00 
.00 Salaries ....-++sessseeeees 3,000.00... +... EE ekatchichwenenkannne 4,155.49 6,560.94 
) Travel ...sseeeeeeeeeeeeee 2,487.46 349.07 Supplies, postage, telephone, 
78 ! Miscellaneous ...........-.- ES ore mr is and telegraph............ 555.25 565.55 
SE. Dawe sasha wawireeae 1,993.4 2,286.62 
a Total ......eeeeeeeees $ 8,180.83 $ 349.07 CEE. gc ckccnascdonan Ee ee 
as Ce balance December  #§=§... - -== ebed ...ccccccceseces P 2 
61 tenant 7,831.76 TE ssanssceeeee $ 9,323.17 $10,482.73 
ee Cash balance December 
$ 8,180.83 ena 12,340.44 
= $22,823.17 
64 LisrAry EXTENSION a 
84 
.16 HEADQUARTERS OFFICE MEMBERSHIP AND CONFERENCE 
¢ } Receipts and : 
ro : Budget Disbursements Budget Ps on eotwel 
M4 ‘ how nte , 1931 1931 Receipts 1931 1931 
| ash balance January 1, P 
1 heey ape glllaa $ 879.27 $ 879.27 ash, balance January 1, $ 1,506.18" $ 1,506.18" 
— Cash transfer as of January 1 546.07 546.07 Bulletin sales............. 110.00 "246.15 
.35 Aare —_— of eo 3.78000 Conference—Exhibit ....... 3,200.00 3,475.00 
New York ..... Wittens 3,750. 3,750. Registration ... 1,900.00 2,402.00 
Carnegie Corporation Endow- hein... a6 = ... 41,195.00 40,694.81 
74t ment Fund Income...... 10,274.00 9,595.13 Chapter 600.00 716.90 
a6 Underwritten by Special Endowment Income........ 2,575.00 2,811.96 
61 \ Membership ............ 3,869.66 3,869.66 Gifts Os eetatinoe re "180.57 
-~ Quantity sales of Extension NEE cccceialbiehcaecs .. 2 275.00 102.46 
Leaflets .............0+. 150.00 382.79 Dutton Fellowship Grant.... 1,000.00 1,000.00 
Total $19,469.00 $19,022.92 ee Ee eee 786.00 
MEP Gavchosstiussewe $49,348.82 $50,909.67 
x Disbursements 
10} Departmental : Disbursements 
and ee $ 25.00 ¢$ 25.00 Departmental: 
ae Betipment ............. ree Auditing ............... $ 145.00 $ 175.00 
1 inns sh snws ens 240.00 273.85 Serre 5,000.00 6,010.83 
: Publicity (Printing for free Collection and exchange.. 500.00 554.37 
distribution) .......... 1,000.00 1,353.69 COMMEIEOS 6.66660 6:05.05: 1,000.00 757.32 
3.73 Salaries—regular ........ 8,170.00 8,195.76 oS ee ree 4,500.00 5,689.54 
: ae. ae 100.00 53.13 Endowment Fund........ 50.00 1,016.57 
).00 Stationery and supplies. . 320.00 202.16 —a ee 100.00 226.93 
Telephone and telegraph. . 85.00 80.99 Dutton Fellowship Grant.. 1,500.00 1,000.00 
1.00 ata netante 1,700.00 1,498.41 I es ore 1,550.00 1,604.18 
5.69 Miscellaneous ........... 10.00 18.05 President's Contingent.... 250.00 211.56 
: Contingent ............. CERO = bdwidece Publicity (supplies)...... 1,200.00 843.49 
42 Proceedings and Handbook, 
— ee $11,744.00 $11,701.04 _, ER er 5,000.00 2,126.17 





SIE Wake cuieis seuss 275.00 525.50 
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Salaries—regular ........ 15,260.00 15,167.10 
 ctee utes 600.00 717.97 

Salaries Committee for 
Sr 500.00 480.26 
Stationery and supplies... 2,000.00 2,418.74 
Telephone and telegraph.. 45.00 10.85 
OSA as a 350.00 1,675.72 
Miscellaneous ........... 50.00 153.53 
2S eer ae ree 

Membership International 

Federation of Library 
PMOGATORE 2 6cicccces 500.00 500.00 
MY ctkitasadwaaeas $40,478.82 $41,865.63 

General office: 

a er $ 1,450.00 $ 1,392.73 
I eens de ecadcne awe 6,015.00 5,944.23 
Stationery and supplies... 1,040.00 1,133.46 
Telephone and telegraph.. 60.00 58.99 
WEEE Gaciceess 664 5:p0;s:0 305.00 335.50 
gre ar ee Pate Rr gan oF $ 8,870.00 $ 8,864.91 
Total disbursements... .$49,348.82 $50,730.54 


Cash balance December 
rn 179.13 


$50,909.67 


*Overdraft or deduction. 


Paris Lisrary SCHOOL 
Receipts and 


Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 
Cash balance January 1, 1931............ $ 25.69 
Transfer to International Library 
a eer re re 25.69 
Cash balance December 31, 1931..... ie ineackaes 


SOUTHERN SURVEY 


Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 1931 
Cash balance January 1, 
1931 














ig Bid Rae 6s aerials $ 77.01 $ 77.01 
NN A enscsnaraennd $ 77.01 $ 77.01 
Disbursements 
Telephone and telegraph....$ ....... $ 1.80 
eae Se een 
EE hin hk see akon $ 77.01 $ 1.80 
Cash balance December 
DEL Gass cok aeeawe 75.21 
$ 77.01 
PUBLISHING 
Receipts and 
Budget Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 1931 
Cash balance January 1, 
| ERs Oar $ 7,404.05* $ 7,404.05* 
Sales of Publications...... 104,468.00 92,092.44 
Oberly Memorial Fund 
OE EEE SE ee rr 105.75 
Less possible decrease..... re 
En eee eee $ 91,395.95 $84,794.14 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 











aa Disbursements $ 4,5 
PE, bon 5:06Kesanedas 4,500.00 4,3 
NR Fos ake Sar ataahonc 150.00 ’ HH 
I se 56 toes aac 400.00 400.00 
Collection and exchange.... 625.00 693.14 
Commission on sales....... 250.00 184.49 
nn mace, MECC Ee 200.00 115,74 
Express, Freight, etc....... 1,750.00 1,536.00 
SS eee eee 375.00 357.4] 
MEL WA eke se be0800 seme 140.00 125.54 
ONING 6.55 c0scnewtsceses 4,100.00 3,486.07 
PIONS: ois6 ck 6b 2.00500 39,177.00 30,008.58 
Oberly Memorial Fund..... ........ 105.75 
re 2,377.00 2,347.94 
Salaries—regular .......... 21,737.00 21,586.53 
: WD: 66:0:5:000 00:0 600.00 449.65 
Stationery and supplies..... 2,500.00 2,122.54 
Telephone and telegraph.... 80.00 40,29 
| 2S Sree 750.00 491.44 
Miscellaneous 106.95 318.69 
CIEE, 5.5 6ed-04i0d 4 on ace SOO28 8 2iciee 
Warehouse—rent .......... 1,080.00 1,080.00 
Less possible decrease...... 5,052.00"¢ .....;.. 
ME Giickadessedeeaud $76,445.95 $69,948.16 
General Office: 
i, Ce Eee $ 285.00 $ 274.89 
ee ere 13,680.00 13,536.34 
Stationery and supplies... 550.00 598.14 
Telephone and telegraph.. 40.00 39,32 
PEE, GWawaechwest cae as 395.00 435.76 
BME. -ibiks daeenwaece be $14,950.00 $14,884.36 
Total disbursements. ...$91,395.95 $84,832.52 
Cash balance December 
By PRE ss caxedanes 38.38" 
$84,794.14 


*Overdraft or possible decrease or deduction. 

+Reducing the estimate of income and expenses in 
accordance with the information accompanying the 
budget approved by Executive Board. The reduction 
was contingent upon our failure to receive expected 
manuscripts in time for printing and sale during 1931. 


RuRAL LisprAry EXTENSION INSTITUTE 


Receipts and 
3udget Disbursements 
1931 1931 


Receipts 
Cash balance January 1, 

An eee $ 301.13 $ 301.13 
MEN 23a seeds ee ee $ 301.13 $ 301.13 
Disbursements 

ee. Sere re $ 166.97 

Miscellaneous .....sccceees 301.13 134.16 

sian dcctethnmned $ 301.13 $ 301.13 
Cash balance December 

$9, SUGlttactiaassacs . =e 

$ 301.13 





SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP AND 


ENDOWMENT 
Cash balance January 1, _ 
ae 4 SS Eee $ 5,047.64" $ 5,047.64" 
Sustaining and Contributing 
Membership ............ 32,450.00 26,730.10 
———  ——ae 
EE <Siamascass taonas $27,402.36 $21,682.46 


—_———— 
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papeamcomeate 

artmenta 

Depediting eb pee aseee ewes eee $ * 00 
Equipment .....---++++- 30.00 7.60 
Printing ...--+----eeeee- 400.00 932.61 
Postage «++++++seereeeee 500.00 445.38 
Publicity ....----+++eeee Bo : one 

ee—regular ......0. 4, \ J ' 
—_ pa ern 175.00 toa 
tionery and supplies.. 190.00 316.4 
— and telegraph... 355.00 405.33 
TEE cc cnesccaccoceese 250.00 491.44 
Miscellaneous ..........- 20.36 25.92 
Contingent ........2..0- RSE Fe 
Cet gasvetewsee obe% $ 6,100.36 $ 6,855.33 
1 office: 

a ee $ 90.00 ¢ 87.45 
sine hii 0 see 2,243.00 2,215.40 
Stationery and supplies... 80.00 86.72 
Telephone and telegraph... 25.00 24.58 
RE ahete0s 60.6445 0060 145.00 160.04 

EE Sands oeeneseeae $ 2,583.00 $ 2,574.19 
Total disbursements....$ 8,683.36 $ 9,429.52 
NER re $18,719.00 $12,252.94 
Reserve to underwrite 
other budgets....... 18,719.00 18,719.00¢ 





Cash balance December 
RE De cecceme 6,466.06* 


$21,682.46 





*Overdraft or deduction. 
+Distributed as follows: 


NON 55 sa a 0.0 6:0 10.0:6 0:08-0:08 $ 3,806.08 
BNE GE TGUCREIOR, 2 o.0.0.06:cccccsece 6,691.09 
Ea Mi. PROROGUATIOTS .0.0.ccccccisee 4,352.17 
RE MEMNDRIINR. 5... 5 004:0.0:0 0450060 3,869.66 

Se eee wre Bee ree $18,719.00 


WINNETKA STUDY 
Receipts and 


Disbursements 
Receipts 1931 
Carnegie Corporation of 
MP WU ibicbesccacanasandaneccand $ 5,000.00 
TEE bh00ca0nddtansaosesmed cece $ 5,000.00 
Disbursements 
EEL ORE CCE RET Ee $ 19.28 
Salaries (Testing, Supervision, etc.)...... 4,893.49 
Stationery and supplies................. 87.23 
WE Sad ek see ena eeeee $ 5,000.00 
Cash balance December 31, 1931......... ae 


SCHOLARSHIPS AND FELLOWSHIPS 


Receipts 
Carnegie Corporation of New York....... $20,418.07¢ 


tTo be budgeted in 1932. 


SUMMER INSTITUTE 
Cash balance December 31, 1931........ $ 267.99 


War Funps 
Cash balance December 31, 1931......... a 14.60 


Salaries—1931 Budget 


Adult Education and the Library 





EEO Cre Tree $ 5,000 
Professional assistant (two-thirds of salary). 1,333 
Stenographer and extra help.............. 1,950 
$ 8,283 
Booklist 
i es ce awe acd tesa void $ 3,300 
Specialist in children’s literature.......... 2,700 
Re 4,200 
Stenographer, part-time assistant, and extra : 
Dera tawicaaieasuksakinodeeswkss 3,050 
; $13,250 
Deductions because of leave of absence.... a 
as $12,800 
Advertising and promotion assistance..... 1,600 
Mowe QOOCE TONES. oo occcccscsscccces 900 
$15,300 
D.C. Numbers on L. C. Cards 
Head of office for D. C. Numbers........ $ 3,700 
UNS ClwO) ... ccc ccccccccccccccus 4,300 
$ 8,000 


Education for Librarianship 
ia atiag aie neds wb ke esKe bk oda $ 2,167 
ee ne 4,000 
General assistant 





Foreign Government Serials 


Orr rte $ 3,500 
$ 3,500 
Library Extension 
Pe IL. cb ce nodebbalnasbawae $ 4,000 
pS oe nie . 
Stenographer and extra help.............. 1,720 
$ 8,270 
Membership and Conference 
RT Teer er $ 3,000 
Editor, oo ile ocak Sein cng wie acan 3,000 
SE Bb Sos as Ki Koa hae 5S aa a eek 2,000 
Stenographers, clerks, and extra help...... 7,860 


$15,860 
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Publishing 
Assistant in charge of sales............... $ 4,000 
Meets Ceime BIOMTNS) «2c co 0000. cecscece ,000 
Acting editor (three months)............. 50 
Stenographers (three) and extra help...... 5,460 
Billers (two) (one part-time)............. 2,560 
Shipping clerks (two) ........cccccccccens 2,400 
iO aa a phason Bnet Ac buh. 1,800 
Assistants to Editor and Sales Manager... 3,600 
Reading with a Purpose assistant 
rrr T Tere rer 667 
$24,237 
ee IN iis ode cele Raced os osaeads X 
$21,737 
Regional Field Work in the South 
6d. hcg, niebnd Ae Rae ee hee $ 5,000 
errr ee re 1,500 
$ 6,500 
Special Membership and Endowment 
Executive assistant (half-time)............ $ 2,000 
Stenographer (part-time) and extra services. 1,188 
Special assistance during campaign........ 812 
$ 4,000 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


Administrative and General 
Secretary 


Ce a ee ie om 
ee ee 2'509 
Stenographers (three)..................., 6,120 
Disbursing officer and office manager...,,, 4,000 
Accounting, sales records, subscription lists 
Bookkeeper and four assistants..........., 8,100 


Filing division 
File clerks (three) and a part-time assistant. 5,049 
Mimeographing 
Stencil cutter (one) and mimeograph 
operator (one) 
Publicity 
Assistant to Editor of Bulletin 
Office services 
Stenographer (one), messenger and general 
office clerks (two), and telephone operator. 5,340 
Extra help and salary contingent............ 1,800 


$52,520 


Less one-third of assistant secretary’s salary 
budgeted in Board of Education for 
ee EE ree 2,167 











2,820 
1,800 


5,340 
1,800 


2,520 


2,167 
0,353 





